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OBSERVATIONS 

ON SEVERAL 

Parts of Great Britain^ 



f A R t I C tJ L A R L y TH* 



Highlands of SCOTLAND. 



SECT. XXI- 



WE left the fcencs of Inverafy with 
regret; thofe fcenes, in which the 
grand and beautiful are as harmonioufly 
combined as** we almoft in any place remem- 
bered to have feen them. We approached it 
through magnificent woods; and we left it 
through a fucceflion of lake-fcenery, ftill more 
magnificent. Ten miles we travelled along the 
confines of Loch-Fyne, fkirting that grand 
opening, which it forms to the north eaft. 

It's fkreens are every where equal to the 

cxpanfe of it's waters. They are indded chiefly 
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'naked, and want fome munificent hand to 
ipread a little iylvan drapery upon their bare, 
enormous fides. But what they lofe in beauty, 
they gain in grandeur. 

Their fituation alfo upon the lake operated 
as another caufe, to imprefs the idea of 
grandeur. Nothing exalts the dignity of a 
mountain fo much, . as it's rifing from the 
water s edge. In meafuring it, as it appears 
connefted with the ground, the eye knows 
not where to begin, but continues creeping 
up. in quefl: of a bafe, till half the mountain 
is loft. JBut a water-line prevents this am- 
biguity; and to the height of the mountain 
even adds the edging at the bottom, which 
naturally belongs not to it. Thus the mouur 
tain of Doniquaick^ lecn from the new inn 
at Inverary, appears as if it rofc from the 
water's edge, tho in fadt the duke of Argyle's 
lawn intervenes, all which the mountain ap- 
propriates : and tho it meafures only eight 
hundred and thirty-five feet, it has a more 
refpedtable appearance, than many mountains 
of twice it's height unconnefted with water. 
But thefe ikreens, tho the grand idea is 
principally impreffed upon them, are not 
totally devoid of beauty. Two circumftances 
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in a lake-fkreen produce this quality j the 
tinc^ which it' s/Ammits form ; and the waters 
^iYie, tvhich is formed by projeftions into the 
lake*. 

Of thcfe modes' of beauty we had great 
profufion; and might have filled volumes 
with Iketches : but unlefs there is fomething 
in -a fcene befides thefe beautiful lines, fomething 
which is ftriking^ and charadteriftic, it has little 
cffe<9:, we have feen, in artificial landfcape. 

Uncharafterized fcencry is ftill lefs adapted 
to drawings the beauty of which depends chiefly 
on compofition, and the diftribution of light. 
In painting indeed, colouring may give it fome 
value; but in drawings fomething more in- 
terefting is required to fix the eye; fome 
confequential part, to which the other parts 
of the compofition are appendages. 

In our whole ride round this extenfive bay 
of Loch-Fyne, we met only one objed: of 
any confequence to mark the fcenery. It was 
a ruined caftle upon a low peninfula. The 
lake fpread in a bay before it, and behind it 



* See this fubjedl treated at large in Obfervationis on the lakes 
and mountains, of Cumberland, &c. p. 82 and 95. 
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hung a grand curtain of diflant mountains; 
one of which is marked with a peculiar feature 
—that of a vaft .ridge iloping towards the 
eye. 

We now approached the end of the lake, 
where, in the feamah's phrafe, we raked a 
long reach of it. When we view it in this 
(!ire6tion, and conceive ourfelves at the head 
of a bay of fait water, fixty or feventy fathoms 
deep, four miles in breadth, and at leaft fifty 
from the fea, we have a grand idea of the 
immenfe cavern, which is fcooped out between 
thefe ranges of mountains, as the receptacle 
of this bed of waters. If we could have fcen 
it immediately after the diluvian crafh, or 
whatever convulfion of ilkture occafioned it, 
before the waters gufhed in, what a horrid 
chafm muft it have appeared! 

Ideas of this kind feem to explain a difficult 
paflage in Tacitus. In defcribing the Cale- 
donian coaft, he obferves that, Nufquam latius 
dominari mare\ multum fiuminum buCj at que 
illuc ferre ; nee lit ore tenus accrefcere, aut refor^ 
beri ; fed tnjluere penitus, atque ambirey etiam 
jugis atque montibus inferi, velut in fuo*. 



• In vita Agric. 
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Some explain this paflage^ as if the iea 
would ibmetimes cover even the tops of the 
mountains. Others^ among whom is the 
learned Gronovius, -f laying the ftrefs upon the 
word amiire, and arbitrarily changing velut in 
fuQ into velut infulis^ make the iea^ inftead 
of covering the mountains in it's rage, only to 
furround them» and form them into iflands. • 
Neither of thefe interpretations can well be 
the hiftorian's meaning, as they both imply 
the iea to be in an agitated flate : whereas he 
he had juft before told us, that thefe feas were 
fcarce ever known to be\ agitated. . Pigrum, 
et grave remigantibus perhibent ; ne ventis qui^ 
dem proinde Mttolli : and this information he 
feems himfelf to have believed ; giving phyfical 
reafoQS/ fuch as they are, to afcertain it's 
probability. We are conftraincd therefore to 
illufixate this paflage in fome fenfe exclufive 
of that dominion of the fea, which it exerciies 
in a florm. 

Two other fpecies of it's dominion over the 
land, focoi to be alluded to; the dominion 
of tides, and that dominion, . which it feems^ 



t In a note in his edition of Tacitus, which he feems to ap- 
prove. 
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to aflert, by running up in credcs into the 
country. I ftioud therefore tranflate the paflage 
thus: Ofuer no country the fea ajferts more 
dominion. In various parts it meets the moUths 
tf rivers ; and not only wajhes the Jhores with 
jthejluxy and reflux of ifs tides ; but flows boldly 
up the country^ winds round vafl flretches 
€f bills ^ and mountains % and makes deep inroads 
into the land, as if it were it's natural channel. 
-—There cannot be a better comment upon 
this paflage, than the weftem coaft of -Scot- 
land; which may in ibme degree therefore 
afcertain the truth of the tranflatioa» 

Havii^g doubled the northern point of 
Loch-Fyne, we came to Carndow, which 
coafifts only of a few incdnfidembk hou&S; 
and turning to the left, we purfued our rout 
in queft of the fbenes of (.och-I/omond* 
Our road led through the valley of Kiolas, 
which is one of the wildeft, and moft fublime 
vallies we had yet met with. The two ranges 
of mountains, which form it's fkreeos,- ap«» 
proach within two or three hundred yards* 
We were immured between them*. Moun- 



'i? See a fccne of this kinc^ defcribcd, in Obfervations en .labs> 
qnd mountains, &c« vol. !• p. 209. 
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tains brought near the csfCj like phjefis in a 
microfcopt, appear monftrous. They require 
diibnce to give them foftnefs; and remove 
deformities. But thei& mountains had few 
defornsities to remove* They were magnificent ; 
and yet well proportioned: bare of wood 
indeed^ but rich from a varied and broken 
furface. 



-Their contrails broad. 



And carele& fines, and unduladng forms 
Played through the varied fcene. 

Through the valley ran a ftream, tumbling 
violently over the rocky fragments, that op- 
pofed it's courfe: and to compleat the gran- 
deur of the whole, the iky happened to 
harmonize with the mountains, ihaping the 
clouds into thofe grand forms, which Virgil 
calls the cava nubila coeli \ and Shakelpear, 
ftill more expreffively, the cloudy cheeks of 
heaven — thofe fwelling forms, which prefent 
fo ftrongly the idea of puft cheeks. Shake- 
fpear's idea may be inelegant : but it is exadt ; 
and the forms themfelves are very pidturefque. 

It is a happy circumftance, when we find 
a fky thus fuited to a landfcape. In point of 
harmony of colouring the Iky and landfcape 
feldom vary. The former generally imprefles 
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it's ruling tint on the latter. But the harmony 
of compojkion is another pointy and is not 
always fo exa<aiy found. Tho the general 
tint of the iky may be harmonious ; the clouds 
may ftill be ill formed^ and unpidiurefque. 
And it cannot be otherwife: for among all 
the appearances of nature, nothing aflumes 
fuch variety of fhapes, as thefe floating bodies. 
Amidft this variety there mufl often be bad 
forms. The painter therefore takes care not 
only to imprefs the ruling tint of the fky on 
his landfcape ; but alfo to get a good modu- 
lation of the fky, in that key, if. I may fb 
Ipeak, w^hich he hath chofen. 

No precife rules in the choice of a fky can 
be given: nor in the adapting of fkies to 
landfcape. This latter efpecially is matter of 
tafle rather, than of rule. In general, clouds 
in large mafTes, like thofe, which gave oc- 
cafioa to thefe remarks, are more beautiful, 
than when they are frittered. Large fwelling 
fleecy clouds on a blue fky are often beautifuL 
A few light floating clouds (yet rather con- 
tiguous,) in one part of the fky; when the 
other part is of a uniform tint, has the efieft 
of contrail. It is a beautiful fpecies of fky 
alfo, when the dark part melts gradually into 

the 
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the lighter: and this may be carried to the 
higheft degree of contraft in a ftorm. Breaks 
alfo in the fky, when you fee a light part 
through the difparting of dark clouds, are 
plcafing/ And one or other of thefe fpecies 
may be fuited to all landfcape. The full 
meridian fun, and clear etherial fky, are feU 
dom^ chofen. The painter commonly choofes 
his ikies in a morning, or evening ; which 
he thinks will inUghten his pidture to the 
heft advantage, and give it the moft brillian- 
cy. Of one thing he (hould be very care- 
ful ; and that is to avoid all fhapes of animals, 
or other objefts, into which clouds are fome- 
, times apt to form themfelves. I have fcen a 
good pidture fpoiled from having the clouds 
formed in the (hape of a fwan. From this 
mifchief Shakefpear may guard us. 

Sometimes you fee a cloud, that's dragonifh : 

A vapour fometimes like a bear, or lion; 

A tow'red ciudel, a pendent rock ; 

A forked mountain ; or blue promontory 

With trees upon't, that nod, and mock the eye 

With empty air. ' ■ ■ ■ i . 

Having travelled two or three miles in the 
valley of Kinlas, we found the end of it clofed 
by the fkirts of a mountain, which the road 

afcends. 
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afcendt. Here the river, (which in the valley, 
was only a violent flreatn) defcends in a 
roughfer manner, through the fevcral ftages 
of the mountain; and fwcctened the toil of 
our afcent, which was made on foot, by 
exhibiting cataracts, and water-falls in great 
variety. At the fummit, we found a fmall 
lake, which was the refervoir of all thefc 
beautiful exhibitions. The road we travelled, 
is a miltary one ; and has been made at great 
expencc of labour. The toil it coft feems 
expreffed by a iigh in an infcription on a 
ftone-feat at the top, Reji^ and be thankful! 

The defcent, on the other fide, is a dire<3: 
precipice : . but a zig-zag road is contrived, 
which is pafTablc enough. This road brought 
us into Glen-Croey; which is a fcene of 
peculiar conftrudion. 



Glen-Croey is a valley, which feemed to 
us about two miles in length, tho it may be 
longer, well proportioned in it's dimenfions ; 
and ikreened, on every fide by mountains as 
magnificent, and as finely formed, as thofe 
'we had pafled; but it's peculiarity is this, 
that altho in the neighbourhood of the wildeft, 

and 
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and mofl: rugged fcenes, yet (contrary to the 
ufual .mode in which nature unites contiguous 
landfcape) it is totally fmooth, and almoft 
polifhed. The bottom of the valley confifts 
chiefly of fine pafturage, which cloaths alio 
the fide$ of the mountains. The foftneis of 
the herbage upon their diftant fides, appeared 
like a rich, fpreading, velvet mantle* Here 
and there the broken channel of a torrent 
had formed gutters in the declivities ; but in 
general, air was quiet, and unbroken. Had 
this valley, and it's lofty fkreens been planted, 
the fcene would have been delightful. The 
g^ndeur of the valley of Kinlas could fmpport 
itfelf independent of wood : but the valley of 
Croey, inclining rather ta the beautiful, than 
to the fublime, is not complete without that 
accompaniment. 

In the middle of the vale fliands a lonely 
cottage, fhekered with a few trees, and adorn- 
ed with it's little cwchard, and other appen- 
dages. We might call it a feat of empire* 
Here refides tibe hind, who manages, and 
overlooks the cattle, which in numerous herds, 
graze this fertile vale: and if peace, and 
quietnefs inhabit not his humble manfion, it does 

n6t 
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not harmonize with the fcene> to which it 
belongs. 



From the valley of Croey we fdon reached 
the banks of Locb^JjQung, or tbe lake of Jkips, 
another fait- water lake; in which, according 
to the geography of Tacitus, the fea is wont 
influere penituSy atque ambire^ etiamjugis, atque 
montibus injeri, ^ velut infuo. 

In the account. I have given of the two 
vallies, which lye. between Loch-Fyne, and 
Loch-Loungy ' I . have defqribed the iirfl as 
rough; and the latter, which is the valley of 
Croey, as fmooth, I fhould not however 
conceal, that I have feen the journal of a late 
traveller, which inverts this order. It makes 
the valley of Kinlas pafturage; and Croey, 
it defcribes as rocky. I dare not take upon 
me to fay, I have made no miftake. I can 
only fay, that my minutes were taken on the 

Loch-Loung oppofed pur farther paflage 
by it's extremity, which formed the point 
of a bay. This bay we ikirtcd with fo 
much pleafure, that we could .have wifhed. 
the interruption had been greater. As we 

ap- 
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approach the vertical point, it rofe in value, 
exhibiting a fimple, and very fublime piece 
of lake-fcenery. Upon it*s fliores and rocks 
lie fea-weed, fhells, and other marks of a 
tide 5 with alone fhew it to be fait- water; 
for it's banks have all the verdure, and vegeta- 
tion of an inland-lake. 

From the confines of Loch-Loung, we had 
a ihort ride to Tarbet, which ftands upoa 
Loch-Lomond; the fcene we had fo long 
cxpe(9:ed. Tarbet is a common name in 
Scotland for a town feated on an ifthmus 
between two lakes ; which is the fituation of 
this place ; a mere neck of land dividing 
Loch-Loung from Loch-Lomond. Some fup- 
pofe the word Tarbet, to fignify the fame as 
a Carrying'place in America. Here the fcenes 
of Loch-Lomond opened before us. 
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S E C T^ 3;xiL 



LOCH-LOMOND is a frcfh water lake; 
about twenty-four miles in length. It's 
northern end is narrow, running up a con- 
fiderable way, among lofty mountains : but 
it widens towards the fouth by degrees; and 
attains a great breadth. Some fay it's furface 
is bbferved gradually to increafe;, and pre- 
tend to fhew the ruins of buildings far in 
the waters, when they are in a tranlparent 
ftatc. But we faw nothing of the kind-— 
As this lake has ever been efteemed one of the 
mofl: celebrated icenes in Scotland, it will be 
proper to dwell a little upon it. 



Tarbet lies upon the narrower part of the 
lake , ffpm whence we took our rout to Lufs, 
which commands the broader. The road 
accompanies the lake;; and is exceedingly 
grand, and generally lofty, in every part. 

Water, 
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Water, and mountains arc the removed part 
of the fcenc : rocks and hanging woods adorn 
the foreground, among which, at every turn 
of the road, the lake appears to much advan- 
tage. The whole road is cxadtly that path 
upon the grand fcale of nature, which is 
prefcribed in the improvements of art : . 



-that path, from whence, the fight is led 



Gradual to view the whole. Where'er thou windft - - 

That line, take heed between die fcene, and eye. 

To vary, and to mix thy chofen greens. 

Here for a while with cedar, or with larch, 

(That from the groimd fpread their do£e texture,) hide 

The view entire. Then o'er fome lowly toft. 

Where rcfe and woodbine bloom, permit it's chamu 

To burfl upon the fight. Now through a cc^fe 

Of beech, that rear their fmooth, and ftately trunks. 

Admit it partially ; and half exclude. 

And half reveal it's graces. In this path. 

How long fbe'er the wanderer roves, each ftep 

Shall wake frefli beauties ; each (hort point prefent 

A different pi^ure, new, and yet the fame. 

This road is one of the grand entrances 
into the highlands; and a very formidable 
one it is. It runs along the fide of a moun- 
tain, and is in many parts a mere precipice 
hanging over the lake; and tho fecured Ef- 
ficiently for travellers, is ftill a dangerous 
defile for ap army. The difficulty of making 

it 
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it has been great. In feveral parts it is cut 
through the folid rock, which is left as a 
pavement 5 and the grateful traveller finds 
himfelf indebted (as an infcription with 
Roman brevity informs him) to the labours 
of Colonel Lafcelles's regiment. 

About three miles from Tarbet, where the 
road rifes, we have a grand retrofpedl of the 
narrow part of the lake. A mountain, on 
the left, near the eye, runs boldly into the 
water; beyond which the lake retires, l^ay 
after bay, in perfpeftive, among diftant moun- 
tains into it's deep recefTes. 

The colouring of thefe mountains was very 
beautiful. It was an early hour: the fun 
juft rifing had not ftrength to diflipate the 
blue mifts, which hung upon them; but yet 
it's faint radiance, here and there, tinged their 
broken points, and flied an efFufion of the foft- 
eft, and moft delicate light. The efFedl too was 
affifted by the waters of the lake, which in 
fome parts were fcarce diftinguifliable from 
the bafe of the mountains. 

There is a paflage in the prophet Joel, 
which I think nobly defcriptive of fuch a 
fcene as this. He is defcribing the day, in 
which the Lord cometh to execute judgment. 
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It is a da^y Ays he, ofdarkmfs, andgtomlnefi 
— a day of clouds ^ aijd tbich ditrknefs-^^} th 
morning fpread upon the mountains. , 

Having been always therefore pfeafed with 
this paflage, particularly the lajft claufe of i^, 
as a piece of fublime, and p^(fturei<}i|e iaa^gery, 
I was npt a little difappojnted in findifijg it 
animadvert€4 on by fo able *^ critip, ^s the 
bifliop of Lrondpn, in hi3 excellent tranflation 
of Ifaiah*. He allo?tvs the morning to he the 
ufual fenfe of the Hebrew word in this fdbtce : 
but as the fame word alfo fignifi^s glwm^ 
he rather prefers that word here, becaufe the 
mornings he thinks, is an incongruous idea. 

If the bifliop had ever paid any .attention 
to the effefts of morning^lights in a mbuntain- 
' ous couijtry (which the prophet, who had 
always lived in fuch a country, probably did,) 
he would not perhaps have ta^ed the vul- 
gar tranflation of this paflage with incongruity. 
By a yery.cafy, and elegant metonymy, the 
morning> which is the caufe^ may ftand for 
that brightened gloom ^ which is the effeSi. — 
If, on the other hand, we underftand by 



• See his 'note on If. viii. 20. 
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ti» mprm4(tg odiy a gkom, the iSsntimeciA: gains 
nathing. it is a miere repetition. 
. I would not be fuppofed to dispute a poinf 
of criticifin with £6 gre^t a ipafter as the 
bifliop of London ; but I may withput vanity, 
fiippofe myfelf better acquainted with the 
effedls of morning-lights in a mountainous 
country*; and m^y therefor^ be allowed to 
fay, that tbe morning fpread upm the moiffitmm^ 
is, at 3eaft ^ot an incon|;ruous exprgflipn* 



At Lufs we got into a boat, and rowed 
to the middle of the^ lake, where we lay upon 
our oars to take a view of the fcenery around 
us- 

To the north we looked far up the narrow 
channel -of the lake, which we had juft feen 
from the fliore. We were now more in the cen- 
ter of the view. But the fcene was now fhifted. 
It was more a vifla. The mountains flielved 
beautifully into the water, on both fides ; 
and the bottom of the lake was occupied by^ 
Ben-vorlie, which^ filled it's fl:ation with great 
diftindtion. On the right, Ben-lomond, the 
fecond hill in Scotland, raifed it's refpeftable 
head. While the waters at their bafe, were 
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dark, like a black, tranfparent mirror. But 
in this point of view the form of Ben-'lomond 
was rather injured by the regularity of it's 
line, which confifts of three ftages of afcent. 
In general however, thib mountain appears 
finely floped; and it's furface beautifully bro- 
ken. 

Ben-lomond meafures in height between 
three and four thoufand feet from the furface 
of the lake, extending it's fkirts for, aqd 
wide into the country. It's lofty fides are , 
fubjedt to various climates; and maintain 
various inhabitants. The ptarmigan, and other 
heath-fowls frequent it's upper regions : it's 
lower are faught, as a favourite haunt, by 
the' roe-buck : while the many irriguous val- 
lies, and fheltered paftures at it*s bafe, tempt 
the peafants of the country to fettle among 
them. 

By this time the early hours of fun-rife had 
pafled away. The morning fpread upon the 
mountains — thofe velvet lights, which we had 
feen from the Tarbet-road, had now taken 
-a more vivid hue; and the vapours forming 
a more tranfparent medium, began to difcover 
through their thinner veil a fine purple tint, 

which 
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which had overfpread the tops of the moun--^ 
tains; and is one of the moft beautiful of 
all the hues, that inveft thofe lofty ftations^ 
Pou£Gn is fo fond of it, . that in general, I 
think, he throws too much purple into his 
diftances : and the imagination of Virgil could 
conceive nothing beyond it in the Elyfian 
fields, where he tells us that a brighter fun 
ipreads it's radiance upon the mountains ; 



-<t luminc veftit 



Purpureo*- 



• The view to the fouth has lefs value in a 
piSlurefque light. The furface of the lake is 
broken by a number of illands, which are 
fcattered about it, and prevent all unity of 
compojition. It's banks alfo, in that direftion, 
are tame fcenes of pafturage, and cultivation ^ 
and the mountains, which fkreened it's north- 
ern regions, are here removed. As we could 
not therefore admire the fouthern part of the 



• Purpureus often fignifics,^/»/»g', or glowing i but it is often 
defcriptive of colour alfo, and fignifies purple. Thus Horace 
ipeaks of purpurii tyranni ; and Ovid of purpureus pudor. And 
where the term is applied to the colouring of a mountain, I 
cannot conceive it can mean any thing but purple. 
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hke, is a piSlure^ We wifhed to eSLwoitit it 

ai6 a /M/; and for this purpose we looked 

round for an advaAtageoos pointy that migb€ 
command a fair view of the whole. 
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SECT. xxin. 



ON the weftern'fide of the lake, is an 
iflaiid, called Devannoc; which riies 
at one end into a lofty hill. To this ifland 
we fteered ; and mooring our bark in a creck^ 
we afteiided the hill under the condudt of our 
boatman, ,who was a very intelligent guide. 
The afc6nt coft us a full half-hour ; and we 
thought it fomewhat. extraordinary to find a 
hill of fuch dimenfiofts upon an ifland in a 
lake. When we gained the fummit we feated 
ourfelves^ upon a rock cufliioned with mofs, 
and heath; and as the day was fine, we had 
indeed a moft amufing view Over all the fouth- 
ern divifion of the lake. 

A vaft expanfc of water, at leaft ten miles 
in diameter, lay before the eye, interfperfed 
with various iflands of different forms, and 
dimenfions. Among thefe the little barks, 
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which navigated the lake, and plied among 
^ the feveral channels, appeared and difappeared 
by turns ; dividing portions of land into illands, 
which to the eye feemed united. 

The ifland (or inch according to the Erfe) 
which lay neareft to us is Ghenaghan. It is 
an iflaiid of confiderable extent; being not 
lefs than a mile in length. It confifts of 
great variety of high ground ^ and is 6very 
where woody. On the hither fide it is in- 
dented hy a large femicircular bay; which 
gives it a peculiar appearance. 

Beyond Ghenaghan lies Inch-Crune, about 
half a mile in length; flat, unwooded, and 
covered chiefly with pafturage. 

Inch-Fad lies in the fame diredtion, beyond 
Crunc; and is nearly of the fiime dimenfions; 
flat alfo, and unwooded. 

To the fouth, between Crune, and Ghen- 
aghan, lies Moin, one of the largeft iflands 
in the lake. It is flat ; it's fhores are much 
indented ; one half of it confifls of pafturage, 
and the other of a peat-mofs. 

Beyond Inch-Fad, verging towards the eaft- 
ern fide of the lake, lies Inch Calloch, or 
the IJIe of TSunsi which is about a mile in 
length. It confifts of high ground, and is 

very 
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very woody; but the eye at fo great a dif- 
tance, could not diftinguifh the indenting of 
it's fhores. This ifland, which is regularly 
inhabited, is in this refpedl of greater dignity 
than any other upon the lake. It is remark- 
able alfo on another account. The clan of 
M^greggors, who occupied the mountainous 
limits on the north of the lake, and^ were 
profcribed by an ad of parliament, for -their 
thefts and rapine, had among them one very 
egregious fuperftition, which was to lay their 
bones in this ifland, where ftill appear the 
remains of a holy-houfe. Accordingly they 
have all been buried here from time imme- 
morial; prefuming, no doubt, (as men, in 
all ages, feem from facrifices, or other rites, 
to have had fome idea of atonement) that the 
fanftity of the ground would deprecate the 
guilt of their lives. 

There is another reafon however given for 
burying in iflands ; which is pradtifcd alfo in 
other parts of Scotland. When the country 
abounded with wolves, it is faid, thefe animals 
would often attack church-yards ; agaiiift which 
the people guarded by infular graves. Thus 
a pradice founded in ncceffity, might have 
been continued through fuperftition. 

To 
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To the fouthward of M^greggbr's iflc, Ke 
Grange, and Torremach, each of whieh iflands 
is about half a mile in length: both are 
woody/ but Torremach confifts of higher 
ground. 

In the fame diredlion, lies the ifland of. 
Merin, the largcft upon the lake; being two 
Scotch' miles in length, which are nearly equal 
to three of Englifh meafure. It's breadth 
alfo is proportionable, meafuring above a mil6 . 
from orte fide to the other. This illaild, 
which is very woody, and confifts of high, 
irregular ground, is converted into ' a park, 
by the duke of Montrofe. The keeper, and 
his family, are thte only inhabitants, which 
it contains. Formerly this illand was a place 
of more nottf and was dignified with a nobk 
manfion, built by the duke of Lenox.' 

On the other fide of M'greggor's ifland, 
towards the north, lies Inch-Lonac, formed 
in the fhape of a crefcent; with foiiie wood 
upon it, but more heath. This alfo is a 
confiderable ifland; being near two miles in 
length. It is the property of Sir James Col* 
quhoun,. who has * turned it into a deer- park* 
—Commodious as thefe fituations feem for 
deer, a good paling is a better fence than a 

lake. 
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lake, however deep. Often a herd, banding 
together, will venture through this vaft expanfe 
of waters, in qucft of better pafturage : and 
it is 6ne of the moA: laborious parts of the 
keeper's employment, to purfue the emigrants, 
and drive them home. 

In an oppofite dircdlion lies Inch-Galbrith, 
This ifland the olprey-eagle inhabits, in prefer- 
ence to any other on the lake : but for what par- . 
ticular advantages, the naturalift is ignorant. 
From his rcfidence here he fends out his rapa- 
cious colonies. Fifh is his prey: but nature hath 
neither given him the power to fwim^ nor the 
art to dive. She has furnifhed him however 
with powers, equally dcftru6tive. With a keen 
eye he hovers over the lake ; and feeing from 
a great height, fome inadvertent fifh near the 
furfece, he darts rapidly upon it ; and plung- 
ing his talons, and breaft," if need be, into 
the water,, keeps his pinions aloof in the air, 
imdippfed ; on the ftrength of which he fprings 
upwards with his prey, tho it is fometimes 
Very bulky. The ofprey differs little from 
t§ie fea-eagfe j only be is more, what is com- 
monly termed, a freflj^'water pirate. 

Befides thefe krger iflands, there are others 
of finallcr ditncnfions ; which are too numerous 

for 
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for particular notice. In any other place they 
would make a figure; but here we confider 
them only as garnifli to the reft. We counted 
eighteen iflands diftindlly lying before us ; 
but we were told there are not fewer than 
thirty fcattered over the lake; three of which 
have churches upon them, tho, I believe, 
now in ruins. 

One of thefe iflands is obferved alternately 
to fink, and rife. This is a common ftory 
among, lakes j; and the myftery of it generally 
is, that the water, tho it's apparent form is 
rarely altered, is yet fometimes fo high, as to 
cover an ifland, which happens to be very 
flat. I have heard however well attefted 
ftories of iflands, in fome lakes, that really 
rife and fink. This may poflibly be owing 
to fungous eai^th dilated by vegetation, and 
detaching itfelf by it's lightnefs from the bot- 
tom. As it's vegetation ceafes, and it becomes 
of courfe more compreflTed, and more faturated 
with water, it lofes it's buoyancy, and finks. 
The fa£t I believe is unqueftioned; but I 
will not pretend to fay, that this folution 
accounts fufficiently for it. 

Befides this, there is another kind of float- 
. ing ifland, which hath been fomqtimcs feea 
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upon this kke, and hath confounded the eye 
©F travellers ; and that Is a fort of raft, which 
the inhabitants ufed to make of a confiderablc 
fizc, fattening the fliafts of feveral pines toge- 
ther, and covering them with earth, and clods. 
Thefe rafts Were ufeful on many occafions. I 
believe they are not now in ufe; as boats 
are much more manageable, and commodious. 
But in elder times, the raft w^s the firft 
fpecies of lake-navigation. On it the inha- 
bitants ufed to tranfport their cattle, hay, or 
any other bulky commodity, from one part 
of the lake to another. But the raft was 
principally of ufe in times of alarm. When 
an adverfe clan was laying wafte the country^ 
fome poor highlander would (hip his family, 
and moveables on board a raft ; and running 
under the lee of an ifland, would attach him- 
felf to it. His raft at a diftance would appear 
a part of the ifland itfelf, and lie concealed* 
In the mean time he would rear a low hut 
of boughs, and heath, againft the oak, to 
which he was moored; and would eat his 
6atcn bread, the only provifion he carried 
vvith him, and drink of the lake, till a time 
of fecurity gave him liberty to return. 

Wq 
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We were aflured however, that in a part 
of the country, where .we had lately been, 
in the road between Killin and Tindrum, 
there is a lake, where a real floating ifland, 
which never finks, continues always ihifting 
about the lake. We did not fee it; but we 
were told, it is formed of the matted roots 
of a particular kind of weed. It's furJ&ce, 
which is now about forty-five yard3 in cir- 
cumference, is fuppofed rather to incjneafe. 
If you bore it, in three or four fe^t you 
come at wat^r. Sometunes, as it rtAs near 
the (hore, the wild cattle are. tempted in- 
to it by a little frefh grafs. But it is a 
dangerous bait. If the wind fhift, they may 
be carried off into unknown regions, fron^ all 
their kindred and acquaintance; or as their 
provifion is feanty, if the voyage prove king, 
they may fuffer greatly by hunger. 

Iflands of this kind were perhajxs mpre 
common in anciei^t times. The younger Pliny 
at leaft gives us an account of feverai^ which 
he had feen dancing about the Vadimonian 
lake, in a very extraordinary manner. later^ 
dum junSta^ copulataque^ et continenti Jtmiles 
funf. Interdum difcordMtibus ventis digeruntur. 
Nonmmquam dejiitutce tranquillitate Jingul(^ 
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Jluttant. Sape minores majoribus^ velut cymbola 
onerari^By adberefcunt. Scepe inter fe majores^ 
minorefqtie quafi curfuniy certamenque defumunt. 
Rurfus omnes in eundem locum appulfa"^. 

Befides the iflands in Loch-Lomond, there 
are many peninfulas, which run into it, and 
add greatly to the variety of the fcene. Of 
thefe, the moft remarkable is that, on which 
Sir James Colquhoun has his refidence. His 
feat, and plantations were a great ornament 
to our view. 

The country immediately beyond the iflands, 
appeared flat, and the mountains were too 
far removed to be of any pidurefque ufe from 
the hill of Devannoc, where we fl:ood. Among 
other objedls of difl:ance, a ftrange form at- 
tracted our notice. It was fomething like a 
houfe, only infinitely bigger, than any houfe, 
at that difl:ance could pofllbly appear. Upon 
enquiry we found it was the rock, on which 
the caftle of Dunbarton fl:ands.' Our expec- 
tation was of courfe greatly raifed, to fee an 
objed on the ipot, which had excited our 
curiofity fo much at a difl:ance. 



• Plin, Epift. lib. viii. ep. 20. 
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SECT. XXIV. 



HIGH places^ and extended views have 
ever been propitious to the excurfions 
of imagination. As we furveyed the fcene 
before us, which was an amufing, but un- 
peopled furface, it was natural to confider 
it under the idea of population. 



If commerce and wealth are the great means 
of impcftving the human mind, by commu- 
nicating knowledge — ^freeing it from prejudice 
' — ^giving it a more liberal turn — encouraging 
letters — and introducing arts ; they as certainly 
at a riper period, introduce corruption, and 
become the handmaids of vice. How happy 
then would it be to drop them at this critical 
period ; to arreft the precife time, when they 
have done their utmoft to enlighten mankind, 
and then difcard them. But it would be as 

VOL. II. D eafy 
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eafy to ^rreft the courfe of the river. Human 
affairs, like the plants of the field, flourifh 
only to decay : they are longer lived indeed ; 
but the hope of preferving them in a ftate of 
perfedtion, would be the futile hope ' of im- 
mortalizing mortality. 

In a reverie however we may conceive the 
happinefs of a few philofophical friends, re- 
tiring froni the follies of life to fuch a fcene 
as this; and fettling themfelves in the feveral 
iflands, that are fcattered about the lake before 
us. Their happinefs would confift in the refined 
pleafures of intercourfc, and folitude. The 
vifionary does not confider the many econo- 
mical difficulties and inconveniences of a 
plan. All thefe things are below his no- 
ticte'. He enjoys in idea the pleafure of a 
refined,^ and virtuous fociety. He feafls oii 
the , agreeable expeftation that would . arife at 
the fight of a fail making to his little retreat, 
which he would know was fraught with wit 
— or claflic elegance — or the . refinements of 
tafle^ — or philofophy — or the charms of an 
unaffeded piety. The contents of the cargo 
would be known at a diftance froni the di^ 
redion, in which the veflTel came. — Nor 
would the hours of folitude pafs with lefs 

• delight. 
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defight. However pleafing the charms of 
converge, each member of this virtuous, and 
happy fociety, would ftill be his own beft 
companion. He who wants refburces within 
himfelf, can never find happinefs abroad. 

Among the amufements of this happy peo- 
ple, it would not be the leaft to improve 
their little territories into fcenes of fimplicity, 
and beauty — academic groves, Elyfian fields ; 

Where they, whom wifdom, and whom nature charm. 
Stealing theihfelves from the degenerate croud. 
May footh the throbbing- paflions into peace. 
And woo. lone quiet in her filent walks. 

Even the drearinefs of winter would not 
want it's enjoyments • Winter is the reign 
of dornqftic pleafures • and if the ftorms of 
the Jake forbad the adventitious intercourfe 
of agreeable fociety, they would at leaft remove 
the impertinent interruptions of what was not 
fo. The ifttrufions of ^ tattling world would 
be totally excluded : while . books, and ele- 
gant amufements, would be a fbvereign anti- 
dote againft the howling 6f winds, and the 
beating of waves. — -^But enough of thefe 
idle reveries, which belong not- to terreftrial 
things. 
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When we dcfcendcd tbc rocky hUl, Yrom 
which we had thc^ amufing views, we fur- 
ycyed the whole ifland of DevaimojC. It 
feems to be one of the moft beautiful on the 
Jake ; and admirably adapted to be the ica|: of 
fome capital manfion in fuch a fcene, as we 
have juft imagined. It cannot be lefs than two 
Englifli miles in length ; and tho at the north-* 
ern end it is woody, rough, and even moun- 
tainous, as -we have feen; it's fouthern end affords 
both corn and pafturage. We obfcrved however 
but one folitary farm upon the whole place. 

Embarking again we fpent fome hours in 
rowing among that clupip of iflands, which 
lie iieareft the eye; and in. looking into their 
little creeks, and bays ; tho we diid not land 
on any of them. Standing then for the fhore, 
we met our horfes about five miles beloW 
the place, where we at firft embarked, 

Loch-lomond was never known to freeze. 
PartUUy indeed it has been fometimes frozen 
at the fouthern end ; but never in any degree, 
iince the memory of man, except in the year 
1740. But the northern part, which runs 

up 
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up among tlie mountains, was never Icnowii 
at any time to receive even the flightefk im- 
preflion from the froft. 

The fouthern part of Loch-lomond is much 
frequented by ialmon ; tho ia' general this fi(h 
is not fond of lakes. But the cafe is this. 
The river Leveh forms the chief exit of the 
lake; and communicates witli the fea. In a 
diredlioii nearly oppofite to the Leven, the 
river Ennery enters the lake. Of this river 
fhe Ialmon is particularly fond; and enter- 
ing by the Leven, he fraverfes the lake on 
purpofe to proceed up the Ennery. By 
what inftinft he knows that he fhall find 
tibe ftrcam he dfclights in, acrofs fo vaft an 
expanfe of waters, let the naturalift fay. Do 
the waters bf the Ennery run pure through 
fhe lake to the Leven ? Or does the old 
Ialmon, which hath once found the way, 
difcover it to the (hoal ? Or, (hall we con- 
fefs our ignorance; and fuppofe them guided 
by fome inftinft, which we cannot com- 
prehend? 

ft is remarkable, that at this beginning of 
November, 17 SS^ when the city of Lifbon 
was deftroyed by an earthquake, this lake 
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was exceedingly agitated . The^day was perfea- 
ly calm, and it's furface ftill,:when it's waters 
arofc fuddenly many feet in large fwells, and 
overflowed a confiderable diftricft. Then in a 
moment or two retiring, they fank as much below 
their iifual mark. Their next flow, and ebb were 
lefs than the former ; but ftill very great : and 
thus they continued rifing, and finking for 
feveral hours; till the fluduation -gradually 
fubfiding, the waters at length fettled within 
their common bounds. A boat, which was 
thrown upon dry land, was fouiid by men-? 
furation, to be forty yards from it's .ftation 
in the lake: and in fome places, where the 
land was low, the waters rufhed away, and 
overflowed the country for a confiderable ex- 
tent. Sirnilar remarks were made at that 
time oh other lakes. • 

Since the year in which thefe obfervatlons 
were written, an agitation in Loch-Tay was; 
ftill more remarkable than this in Loch-^ 
lomond; becaufe no earthquake, nor any. 
other probable caufe could be afligned for it. 
It happened on funday the 12 th of feptember 
1784. That day, arid the preceding day, as in 
the former cafe, were calm ; and the waters of 
the lake of courfe perfe<ftly ftill ; when, about 
nine o'clock in the morning, a ftrange agi- 
tation 
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talion was obferved in that part of the lake, 
which fpreads into a bay, before the village 
of Kenmore*. Great part of it is (hallow: 
but a little before it unites with the body 
of the lake, it becomes very deej). In 
this bay the agitation was firft obferved : 
. the water retired feveral yards within it's ufual 
boundary ; and, as it did in Loch-lomond, 
immediately flowed back again; Continuing 
to ebb, and flow in the fame manner, three 
or four times, during the fpace of a quarter 
of an hour — ^when fuddenly the waters ruflied 
from the ealt, and weft with great violence, 
and meeting in the place, where the fhallow. 
waters and the deep unite, arofe in the form 
of a great wave, in appearance at leaft five 
feet high ; leaving all the fhores of the bay 
dry for the fpace of an hundred yards, as 
nearly as could be conjectured. The. meeting 
of the two currents made a clafhing found : 
but the force of that from the Kenmore-fide 
overpowering the other, carried the wave weft- 
wairdi It continued decre^fing, as it proceeded ; 
and in about five minutes difappeared. How 



• See a dcfcripdon of Loch-Tay, vol. I. p. 153. 
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SECT. XXV. 



FROM the fcencs of Lbch-lomond we 
made the beft of our way to Dunbarton, 
The lake bore us company on the left, during 
mofl of the road, appearing and difappearing, 
by turns, among the woods, which fhade 
it's banks. The country is level, cultivated, 
and adorned with gentlemen's feats. Near 
the road ftands a pillar eredted to the memory 
of the late Dr. SmoUet. 

The principal objedt, during our ride along 
the banks of Loch-lomond, is Dunbarton- 
caftle, which ftill maintains that uncommon 
form, which it firft exhibited. You begin 
now to diftinguiih it plainly into two parts, 
one of which appears like a vaft tent. This 
appearance continues fome time; but as we 
approach nearer, certain . prominences, which 
have a caftle-like form, indicate the whole 
to be a mafs of fortified rock. 

A 
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A ftill nearer approach gives more dlAindlnefs 
oir courfe to it's enormous features. One of 
it's fiimmits appears now higher, and more 
pointed than the other; and is adorned with 
a folitary watch-tower. The bitoaddr fummit 
is occupied by the principal part of the caftle : 
and a wall, flanked with towers, fortifies the 
cleft between them. This whole grand obje<9; 
comes in as a fecond diibnce ; aAd the Clyde, 
ikreehed by mountains^ completes die pidture> 
by forming a third. 

When we arrive upon the fpot, the fituation 
of Dunbarton cafllc appears indeed furprizing. 
A vaft rock, fteep on every fide, rifing* out 
of a plain, and unconnedted with any high 
ground for the fpace of a mile, is one of thofe 
exhibitions, which nature rarely prefents. It 
is almoft furrounded on the north, the weft, 
and the fouth, by the Leven,' and the Clyde ; 
which latter is here a grand eftuary. On the 
eaft lies a morafs. 

Such a rock a5 this, is as uncommon at 
land, as it is common at fea. When the tides 
of the ocean, gaining upon fbme continent, 
force their way through a promontory, and 
wafh away the foil from the infulated partjf 
if it confift pnly of foil, it prefcntly difappears. 

But 
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But if d^re l)e any {bUd ftratum of ftone wiidiln, 
that ftratum> when the foil is wafhed away, 
heconies a rock. It is covered with fea-weed, 
the only herbage tlie ocean produces, which 
is the fport of the wavc$. Virgil has given 
m thie id^ with great flrength of expreffion. 



»Spumea circum 



Saxa fremtuit; laterique illifii refanditar alga. 

The pencil could not give the idea fo preclfe. 
The pencil gives only form and colour : Virgil's 
defcription gives motion. 

Numberlefs are the natural ruins of this 
kind* which the tides of the ocean are'con- 
tinually forming in every part of the globe^ 
But fuch a land-rock as this before us, bare 
and infulated like the rocks of the (hore, is 
a wonderful appearance. It is contrary to 
nature's whole procefs in forming rocks, as 
far as we are acquainted with her works. 
Her rocks are generally in .feme degree fimilar 
to the county, in which they are found. The 
rock, on which the cajftle and city of Edin- 
burgh ftand, it is true, is of very peculiar 
conftruftion : yet it docs not there fo much 
furprize us. Nature has been in that fpot 
bufily employed in making rocks. She has 
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raifed them all round the town in various 
forms; and if fhe threw one out of her. hands, 
amidft the variety of her operations, a little 
uncommonly fhaped, it is not much to be 
wondered at. But an immenfe rock ftarting 
up cti the level banks of the Clyde, and on 
the edge of a morafs, where there is not only 
nothing fimilar to it, but a face of country 
highly diffimilar, is among thofe productions 
of which the globe of the earth does not afibrd 
frequent inftances. 

The form of this grand fortrefs, on a near 
infpedlion, is very pifturefque. Such al£b is 
the contraft between the two fummits. The 
craggy fides of the rock are finely broken; 
and the buildings upon it, thb not in them- 
jfelves beautiful, have at leaft a good effed:, 
and give it confequence. 

We were curious to fee the contents of this 
uncommon fortrefs : and entering a gate at 
the bottom, we afcended through a cleft 
of the rock. Two hundred and eighty fteps, 
hewn out of the folid ilone, landed us upon 
the firft ftory. From hence we clambered 
the rock to view the works upon the broader 
fummit: to the other we. never attempted to 
afcend: the path is frightful. 
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The fquare ,towcr, which we fee at the 
divifion between the fummits, was once 
the refidence of Wallace,' whofc , patriotic 
aftions we have feen recorded in fo many parts 
of the country. ;. 

The texture of this rock, we were told, 
is of fo impenetrable a' nature; as to baffle 
the eifeds of gunpowder. Boring has often 
been attempted: but the keerieft inftrument 
of the auger-kind cannot touch it. . Buchanan 
indeed tells us, that Saxum illud eji pradurum, 
, ut vix ullis ferr^mentis fuperabile } e quo Ji quid 
*oel vi effringitur^ W ruinis collabitur, falfu- 
reum late odorem expirat. This fhews the 
labour of hewing two hundred and eighty fteps 
but of it. 

The upper regions of the rock are profufely 
covered with xkv'^ lychen geographicus ; w-hich 
is one of the moft beautiful di all vegetable 
incruftations. I doubt not, biit thefe plants 
of the lychen kind, tho they do not in ap- 
pearance- rffe above the furface of theftone, 
have their 'peculiar^ foils, barrdn as we may 
efteem them, as well as oaks, or elms. One 
loves a free-ftone — another a purbeck; and 
the fpecies before us, I am perfuaded from 
many fituations in which I have feen it, 
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floariftes beft on t!ie hankft tx)ck. So beau- 
tiful arc the incrufbtions * of the geographic 
fpecies^ that if I had had time to trifie^ I 
could have amuled myfelf with endeavouring 
to trace the feveral countries of Europe among 
their various forms. I found a ftrong re&m- 
blance of the outlines of Great Britain. 

In the body of the rock is a refcrvoir of 
water, coUeded from fprings, which affords 
a fufficient fupply for any garrifon, which the 
caftle can admit. 

From the batteries we had many very 
amufing views. We had one up the Clyde, 
towards Glaigow; in which that river, now 
a grand cftuary, forms two or- three ample 
fweeps. Dunglas-caftle is feated on a neck of 
land, fhpoting into it. Beyond the Clyde 
appears a rich didant country; adorned with 
feveral feats, among which Lord Semple's is 
confpicuoqs. The town of Glagow, we were 
told, might be feen in a clear day : but when 
we were at Dunbarton, the weather was hazy. 
From an oppofite part we looked down the 
Clyde, where it expands into a vaft (heet of 
water, occupying almoft the whole of the 
diftance. It's opening to the fea is intercepted 
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by a double range of mountains, which mark 
the channel of Loch-loung. Into this lake the 
Clyde enters nearly at right angles. Between 
the hither-mountains, you fee the ftrait, 
through which it pafles: and under thofe on 
the left, lie the towns of Grenoc, and Port- 
Glafgow; both of which are diftindtly feen. 
' Between thefe two grand views upon the 
Clyde, we had a third towards the mountains 
of Loch4omond, which appeared cluftering 
around Ben-lomond, in formidable array. The 
intervening country is varied by the windings 
of the Levcn. 

All thefe views would receive additional 
beauty from the peculiar circumftances of 
tides^ ftorms^ (hipping, hazinefs» and lights. 
We ihould have wifhed alfo to have fecn the 
caftle oppofed to a fetting fun. The fradurcd 
fides of this noble rock, would have received 
uncommon beauty from fuch a light. But 
we had not the pleafure of feeing it under 
this, or any other circumftance of peculiar 
grandeur. It was an obje<a however, which 
was able to fupport it's, dignity, without any 
adventitious aids. 

Salluft gives us a picture very like Dun- 
barton caftle, in the following defcription of 
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a Namidian fortrefs : Haud longi afiamineMo-^ 
lucba, erat inter cteieram plamtiem monsfaxeuSf 
mediocri cajiello^ immenfum editus^ um peran-* 
gujio aditu reli&o : nam omnia natura^ velut opere^ 
atque confulto^ praceps. • 

Buchanan's defcf iption of Duttbarton, * runs 
thus : A confiuentt Glotta^ et LeviAt flutninwn^ 
planicies^ circittr milk paffkum^ ad pro^imerum 
montium radices extendi tur. In ipfo autem an^ 
gulo, ubi amnes comrfiifientur^ rupes biceps at ^ 
tollitur. Inter duo cornua, quod in fiptenttmnes 
wrfum ejl latus gradus babet^ per obliqmm 
rupem^ bominum indujiria^ et ^agno labore 
excijoi^ per quos n)ix Jingulis eji aditus. 

So exaft a fimililude appears between thefe 
two defcriptiofls, that if we only reciprocally 
change the names of Numidk and Scotland/ 
Molucha and Clyde, either dcfcription will 
Icrve for either fcene. 

To thefe two defcriptions I could add a 
third, which Caefar gives us of Alicia in GauL 
Opidum erat in collefummo^ admodum' edito kco -, 
Uf, niji objidione^ expughari non pojfe videretur : 
cujus coUis radices duo y duabus ex pdrtibus fu-^ 
minafuhluebant. Ante opidum planities circiter 
ntillia pajjuum tria in longitudinem patebat^ 
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Fortrefles of this kind are always highly 
trfteemed in the momentous periods of enterprize» 
Salluft's fortrefs has . a great event annexed to 
it in the time of Marias; and Dunbarton 
has as remtf kable a one in the times of Mary. 

It wks at that period of diforder, when 
Mary was imprifoned in England^ and aU 
her kingdom was rent from her^ that DuA- 
barton-caftle alone acknowledged her domi^ 
nion. But tho fmgle in her caufe^ it's 
confequence was fuch, that Fleming, the 
governor, would boaft, " He held the fetters 
** of Scotland." A trifling accident huftibkd 
his pride. Having punifhed the wifd of a 
common foldier in Ac garrifon for theft, the 
huiband, an uxorious man, perfuaded of her 
innocence, and burning with revenge, deierted 
to the regent, and promifed to make him 
mafter of the fortrefs. The man appeared 
tonfident, fenfible, and refolute; his ftory 
iimple, coniiftent, and plauiible« In ihort, 
the military men about the regent, thinking 
the attempt worth hazarding, provided lad- 
ders and other nec^iTarics, and began their 
nmrch from Glafgow on the evening of the 
laft day of march. 
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Buchanan indulging the imagination of z 
poet^ tells the ftory with many embellish-- 
tnents. A fimple narrative tells it beft. 

It was about midnight when the troops 
arrived at the bottom of the rock. The 
moon was juft fetting^ and a mift from the 
water, had overipread the upper regions of 
the caftle; which the officers confidered as 
a fortunate circumilance ; the men, as a 
lucky omen. 

The attempt was made at a part of the 
rock, where their guide aflured them they 
Ihould find two good landings. Their firft 
operation was unfuccefsful. A ladder, which 
had been placed in confufion, gave way; 
and tho nobody was hurt, yet they feared 
an alarm. Liilening a moment; and finding 
all ftill, they proceeded again; and placing 
their ladders with more caution, many of 
the troops attained the firft landing. Here 
the ftump of an aih tree, firmly interwoven 
with the rock, was of great fervice to them. 
They tied cords around it; and while fome 
were employed in drawing up their companions 
to the firft landing, others made ufe of the 
ladders in fcaling the fecond. 

On one of the ladders happened an odd 
circumftance. A man, in the middle of the 
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afccnt, was fdzed with convulfions. To 
ftop was dangerous; to throw him down, 
inhuman, Neceffity quickens invention. They 
bound him tight to the ladder; and turning 
it round, afcended over his breaft. The 
whole party arriving thus by degrees at the 
fecond landing, they found the only obftruc- 
tion now left, was a wall ; which was yet of 
fuch height as to require a third application 
of the ladders. The day was dawning — they 
had not a moment to lofe — with redoubled 
difpatch they made this laft pufh. 

Then firft three droufy centinels took the 
alarm : but many of the aflailants being now 
upon the wall, which was lower within, 
they leapt down at once, followed by the 
reft. The centinels were.difpatched: " God 
*' and the King," was echoed, with loud 
fhouts on all fides : the fecurity of the garrifon 
was inftantly changed into confufion; and 
the caftle was taken without ftriking a blow. 



The town of Dunbarton lies about a mile 
from the rock. It is an inconfiderable place ; 
and delayed us only for refrefhment. From 
hence we proceeded to Glafgow. 
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SECT. XXVI. 



AS we leave Dunharton the eaftlc-rock ia 
retrofpcft lofcs it's double-ttop; and 
takes rather a heavy fprm* 

Dunglas-fCftftle is the next objeft wc meet. 
It appears tp fhnd upon a peninfula, which 
runs into the Clyde ; and, boing adqrned with 
a back ground of mountains, makes a good 
picture. 

The road to Glafgow continues, for many 
miles, along the banks of the Clyde; which 
18 ilill a ' grand eftuary, and covered with 
{hipping of various forms. The country is 
well cultivated ; but tho wopdy, it is not pic- 
ture^ue. The Clyde feldom forms a wind- 
ing bay. It's banks ztt generally parallel. 

Glafgow is a beautiful town ; and contains 
a great number of elegant houfes. If they 
were a little more connected, the high ftreet, 
which is aMfile in it's dimeniions, would in 
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all refpeifts be noble. The reparation of the 
houfes, no doubt, hath it*s conveniences : but 
fo many breaks injure the perfpedlive. The 
great church is a vaft pile; but we faw 
nothing very pleafing in it's ftrudure; and 
it accords ill w^ith the modern fplendor of 
the city. 

Here we were told of a fmall Gothic chapel 
at Paifley, within a few miles of Glafgow, 
which is remarkable for a very furprifing 
eccho. The flap of a door is converted into 
a peal of thunder; and a melodious air, 
lofing all idea of earthly mufic, becomes aa 
inchantcd ftrain^ 



From Glafgow to Hamilton, the road I» 
bare of objefts. The only one of confequence 
is Bothwell-caflle ; of which we have a very 
ordinary view on the right. It appears to 
Hand on a flat; and is difcovered only by 
two or three detached parts, which fcarce 
appear above the trees, that furround it: 
whereas in fadl it is feated on an eminence, 
and overlooks the Clyde. From this fide 
I have feen two or three good drawings of it's 
ruined towers. Bothwell-cafl:le, in the time 
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of Edward the fir ft, was the rcfidcnce of the 
Englifh governor. It afterwards belonged to 
a man the moft notorioufly marked of any, 
in the annals of Scotland, for the audaciQr, 
and iplendour of his crimes. 



Hamilton-houfe, which we foon approached, 
difappointed us, both in profped, and on 
the fpot. It had the appearance of one of 
the moft difagreeable places we faw in Scot^^ 
land— heavy, awkward, and gloomy. From 
it's form indeed, nothing beautiful could re- 
fult. It is a centre, with two very deep wings 
tacked to it, at right angles. Nor did we 
iee any thing in the fituation that was pleaiing. 

The awkwardnefs of the houfe ihdeed Was 
an original error, which could not be cor- 
redled, without rebuilding : but I am in- 
formed, the park^ the approach to the houfe, 
and the whole fccnery around it, are intirely 
Altered, and improved, fince thefe obferVa- 
tions were made. Two winding rivers, the 
Clyde, and the Avon, flow through the park ; 
of which proper advantage is taken. There 
^s alfb much greater variety of ground about it, 
f han cp^ld have been fuppofca, before the incunj- 
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brances were removed. Advantage alfo has 
been taken of fome clumps of very fine old 
oaks, which grow in the park ; and which 
greatly adorn the banks of the Avon. To 
thefe many new plantations have been added, 
which are in a very thriving condition. In 
ihort, tho Hamilton does not enjoy that gran- 
deur of fituation, whidi we admire at Hope- 
ton-houfe, and Inverary; yet as a park-fcene, 
I am informed, it is nov^ become fuperior in 
richnefs, and pi6tarcfque beauty, to any thing 
of the kind in Scotland. The internal part 
of the houfe too has been greatly improved. 
The hall particularly^ which was a gloomy, 
and difagreeable entrance ; is now, I am told, 
an elegant room, decorated in a grand, yet 
fimple ft3de. 

The dukes of Hamilton feem to have been 
copious coUeftors of pictures ; of which there 
is great profufion in every room. In general, 
one fhould not fay much for the tafte, with 
which thefe colleftions have been made. A 
few are very good. In the gallery hang two 
or three excellent portraits by Vandyck, among 
which the earl of Denbigh is a mafter-piece. 
He is drefled in a red-filk jacket, and holds 
a gun in his hand. His hair is (hort, and 
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gteyi and he looks up with a coiinteiuinee 
£o full of nature^ and charadery that you 
are amazed the power of colours can exprefs 
life Co ftrongly. This piiflure is by Ibme 
attributed to Rubens.— -In a clofet hangs a 
finall fismalc profile by Vandyck, which is* 
equal to any pi^re I have ieen^ by that 
pleafing mailer. 

But the glory of Hamilton^ is Daniel in 
the lion's den, by Hubens. It wovld peH 
haps be doing more than juftice to it's merity 
to rank it above the moft capital pi£lure» 
by this mailer in England; two or three rf 
thofe efpecially in the pofleilion of the duke 
of Marlborough ; and that celebrated one of 
Simon's fupper, at Houghton-hall * : but 
without entering into any invidious compa<« 
riibn, it is certainly a noble work. 

The prophet is repreiented iitting naked 
in the middle of a cave^ furrounded by lions. 
An opening at the top, through which he 
had been let down, affords light to the pic^ 
ture. In hi« face appears inefiable expreflion* 
Often do we hear the parading critic, in a 
gallery of pifturcs, difplaying the mixed paf-^ 



• Now fent to Ruffia. 

fions 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 6o ) 

lions where th^ ocver exifled. For myfelf 
indeed^ I cannot fee how. two paffions can. 
exift tpgcthcr in the fame face:* When one 
takes paflcffion of the features, the other is* 
excluded.— But if the mixed paffions ever did 
cxift any where, they exift here. At kaft 
from the juftnefs of the reprefentation, you^ 
are fo intirely interefted in the adion, that 
the imagination is apt td inn bcifore the eye ; 
and:fancy a thoufand emtftioris, both of hope, 
and fear, which may not really eidft. The 
former appears the ruling paffion ; but a cold, 
damp fwcat hacnge evidently on' the cheek, 
the efFefl: of conflict.. The whole head in- 
deed is a matchlefa piece of art. Nor is the 
figure, inferior. The hands are clapped : agony 
appears ip. every, mufcle, and in the whole 
contradted form. And indeed fo far, I think, 
we msay admit the.mixt paffions: one paffion 
may "take poffeffion of the face; and another 
of the limbs. We may allow, for inftance, 
a mother to, clafp her infant in her arms, 
with. all the tendernefs of tove; while her 
features arc marked with terror at the fbldier, 
who ilrikcs it with his fword. In the fame 
way, we may here allow the hands to be 
clafped in agony ^ while hope alone is feated 
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in the face. In a word, nothing can h^ 
more ftrongly conceived, more thoroughly 
underftood, more delightfully coloured, or 
more delicately touched, than this whole fi- 
gure. I fhould not indeed fcruple to call it 
the nobleft fpecimen I have ever feen, of 
the art of Rubens. It is all over glowing 
with beauties, without one defeft. At leaft, 
it had no defed, which I was able to dif- 
cover. 

But altho the principal figure (on which 
I dwell, becaufe it is fo very capital) exceeded 
my expedtation ; yet the whole of the pic- 
ture, I muft own, fell beneath it. 

The compofition is good. The lions, of 
which there are fix, with two lionefles, are 
well difpofed; and ftand round the prophet 
with that indifference, which fcems to have 
zrifcn from a fatiety of food. One is yawn- 
ing, another ftretching, and a third lying 
down. An artift of inferior judgment, would 
have made them baying at the prophet, and 
witheld by the Almighty from devouring him, 
as a butcher rcftrains his dog by a cord. 
The only fault I obferved in the compofition 
arifes from the fhape of the pifture. The 
'painter fhould ' have allowed himfelf more 
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height I which would have removed the open- 
ing at the top to a greater diftance ; and have 
given a more difmal afped to the infide of 
the den. At prefent the opening is rather 
paltry* This has induced fbme judges to 
fuppofe^ what does not feem improbable^ that 
the picture was not originally painted on one 
gteat plan ; but that the painter having pleaied 
himfelf with the figUre of Daniel> added the 
appendages afterwards. 

But the great deficiency of this picture is 
in the diftribution of light. No defign could 
poilibly be adapted to receive a better efied 
of it. As the light enters through a con- 
fined channel at the top, it natuhilly fotms 
a tnafs in one part of the cavQ;> which might 
j^radually fade away. This is the very idei 
of ^Je^. The fhape dF the mafs ^ill be 
formed by the objefts that receive it; and 
if bad^ they muft be aflifted by the artift's 
judgment.* Of all this Rubens Was aware; 
but he has not taken the full advantage, which 
the circumftanccs of his defign allowed. A 
grand light falls beautifully upoii his prin- 
cipal figure, but it dees not graduate fuf^- 
ciently into the diftant parts of the Cave* 
The lions partake of it too much. Whereas, 
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had it been more fparlngly thrown upon them i 
and only in fome prominent parts^ the efie£t 
would have been better; and the grandeur, 
and hcMTor of the fcene,. more flriking. Ter- 
rible heads ftanding cut of the canvas^ their 
bodies in obfcurity, would have been noble 
imagery ; and have left the imagination room 
to fancy unpi<Stured horrors. That painter 
does die moft, who gives the greateft fcope 
to the imagination ; and thofe are the moil: 
fublime Objeds, which are feen in glimpfes> 
as it were-^mere corrufcations — half view- 
lefs forms— and terrific tendencies to fhape, 
which mock inveftigation* The mind ilartled 
into attention^ fummons all her powers, di- 
lates her capacity^ and from a baffled effort 
to comprehend What exceeds the limits of 
her embrace, fhrinks back on herfelf with a 
kind of wild ailonifhment, and fevere delights 
Thus Virgil defcribing the Gods, who, in- 
veloped in fmoke, and darknefs, beat down 
the foundations of Troy, gives us in three 
words, apparent dira facies^ more horrid ima- 
gery, than if he had defcribed Jupiter, Juno, 
and Pallas, in a laboured detail, with all , their 
celeilial panoply. For when the mind can 
fo' far mafter an image, as to reduce it within 
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a dlilinifl outline ; It may remaifi grinds Sue 
it ceafes to be fublime, if I may Venture ta 
fuggeft a diftinftion*. It then corner whhin 
the cognizance of judgment, an auftere, cold 
feculty; whofe analytic procefs cariying light 
into every part, leaves no dark receflcs for the 
terror of things without a name. 

Rubens in managing his lions, has erred 
againft thefe precepts. He has injudicioufly 
ihewn too much. Beiides, a little more 
ihadow v/ould have concealed his ignorance 
in leonine anatomy : fof it muft be confefled, 
the lions are not only very flovenly paintedf, 
(which, capital as they are, ihould not have 
been the cafe,) but in many parts they are 
very ill drawn. The lionefs, in particular, 
on the right, inftead of the gaunt, leonine 
form, has the roundnefs of a coach-horfe. 
Some of the heads, at the fame time, are 



* This diftrndtion^ I thiBk, is jufl: \ but for v^rant of a fuffi- 
cient variety of terms^ we are obliged often to ufc the words— 
grand y zxA/uhlinUy as fynonymous. 

t I have been informed, that this appearance of a Jlonjinlj 
manner^ is owiifg only to, the bad light, in which the pidure 
hangs; but that in fad the lions are painted in a very high- 
finilhed ftyle. I can fpeak only as the pifturc appeared to me. 
It certainly hangs in a bad light. 

ad- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



(65 ) 

admirabk.-i— — I have dwelt the longer on 
this pifturp, not only as it is in itfelf a very 
noble one; but as it is efteemed the firil 
pifture in Scotland* ; 



About a mile from Hamilton-houfe ftands 
an appendage of it, called Chatelherault, the 
name of certain ancient poffeflions, which the 
Hamilton family enjoyed formerly in France. 
It is a fumptuous pile ; but contains the odd 
aflemblage of a banquetting-houfe, and a dog- 
kennel. It ftands on a riling ground near the 
Avon ; the banks of which river form a deep, 
woody dell behind it ; open in many parts, 
and in general wider, and of larger dimenfions, 
than thefe recefics are commonly found. Fre- 
quent as they are in mountainous coun- 
tries, and rarely as they are marked with 
any Jiriking^ or peculiar features; yet they 
are always varied, and always pleafing. Their 
fequeftered paths ;. the ideas of folitude, which 
they convey j the rivulets, which either found, 
or murmur through them; their interwoven 
woods; and frequent openings, either to the 
country, or to fome little pleafing fpot within 
themfelves, form together fuch an aflemblage 
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! of fbothihg ingredients, that they have always 

a wonderful effeA on the imagination. I muft 
add, that I do not remember ^er meeting 
with a fcene of the kind, which pleafed 
me more than the wild river views about 
Chatelherault. 
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S E C T. XXVII. 



IN our way to Drumlanrig, which was 
the next place we. propofed to vifit, we 
pafled over yaft wdRos, and barren trads; 
the fame kind of country we had met with 
on our entrance into Scotland. But the 
beauty of the fcene was greatly altered. We 
had then» grand noountains, which, tho void 
€^ furniture, formed pleafing lines, and con* 
trafts. Here every piSurefque idea was blotted 
out: and yet the countries were nearly the 
fame. A mere accident made all the differ- 
ence. We faw one in funfhine, and the other 
in rain, A difmal hue was not only thrown 
over the country; but the eye that furveyed 
it, was put out of humour; and in a habit, 
if I may fo fpeak, of taking offence at every 
thing. 
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From the rifing grounds, a little to the 
right from the road, was pointed out to us 
Eliock-houfe. We faw it through the rain, 
or at loaft/ were made ' to Tjclievc w4^ faw it, 
feated on an eminence, and boibmed in wood. 

The moft remarkable circumftance of this 
houfe. Is, that It was formerly in the poifeffion 
of 'Robert. Crichton^ the jfitfher ofthe cde- 
fcrated James Cfrichton,- whoiiis reprc?fcntftd as 
one of the rooft lingular chara^rs of.his.oWn, 
or of any other tipw* , \ ''-...', 

Hb: feiftory is :thus told. He was trcd at 
the uiiiverjity . . of St^ Andrew's, where his 
improvements ran .before his inftrudlors. By 
the time, he had attaificd' his tjvqntieth year, 
he could fpeak, and write> corrediy, (either 
in profe, or in verfe, .ten different languages. 
Hebrew and Arabic were two of them, ^ He 
was pcrfeftly acquainted al^ with the whole 
circle of the fcicnccs, as fer' ^s they we« then 
taught/ ' . I..:: ■ . . : V .: 

His acqoitapli^mxents 'Were equal to his 
acquirements. Nobody danped fo wpH as Mr. 
Crichton. Nobody fung fo agreeably.. .He 
could join the concert with any inftrument, 
: '^ that 
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thai' happened to be yacant.; Exercifea? of 
every kind he performed with fupcrior excel-^ 
lency. In the field he rode with uncommba 
grace; and he handled arms of every kind 
with furprifing fkill. So that it was difficult 
to fay, whether in the adlive or fedehtary line, 
he was the more wonderful man. 

Thus furni£hed at home, he travelled abroad 
for farther improvement. He went to Paris — , 
to Rome — to Venice — to Mantua. But in 
none of thefe univerfities he received any ac- 
quifition of knowledge. He had already made 
every thing his own. Admiration at his ikill 
in arts, in fciences, and arms was all he 
acquired. In the mean time, he was a com-* 
panion for all Ibrts of people. He could 
be ferious, or he could be gay. He could 
rcafon with the philofopher; talk with the 
man of bufinefs; or trifle with the ladies; 
and they who were no judges of his parts, 
and learning, admired the qualities of his 
heart, the elegance of his manners; and thej 
beauty of his perfbn. In a word, he acquired 
in all places the title of the admirable Crichtoup 
and under this name he is handed . down tq 
pofterity. . : 

F 3 To 
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To fey the truth, a relatibn of thi$ kind 
calls for 'ftrong votfchcrs. Iii tht hiftbiy of 
mankind, rio other firch mflahcfe ocCOrs. 
The accounts wc have of Akibiadesf, fir Phil- 
lip Sydney, and the chcvaficr Baynard, fol- 
lb\V far behind. ^ In verfatility of genius^ in 
learning, acquirements, and accomplHhtnents, 
Crichton far oiitftripped them all. Wc- Should 
require rtrong proof to believe, that the Airmail 
figure, in any inftance, fever attained the height 
6f eighteen, "or twenty feet. We reqtairc' equal 
proof to believe fo enormous a growth of the 
^man mind. A paper, which Mr. Pen* 
naiit has giVeh tis in his Scotch joiifnal, bears 
the only appeai^ance I know of ahy anthentic 
evidence for the v^ronderful afccolmts wc have 
of this Angular man. From that paper this 
flight iketch of him is taken. The reader 
tnoy there fee his life, and adions at large; 
and the authority cwi^ which the account refti* 

The fequel of the ftory of Grichton,' is, that 
us he was walking, ai the time of a carnival^ 
in the ftrerts bf Mantua, fhiging, an4 playing 
careleflly on his guitar, hi was attacked by 
fix people 10 mafks, and tneachcroiifly fliin* 
after he had gallantly defended himfelf agasoil 
tiicm all, and beaten off the attack. 

In 
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In the dreary regions, in wliich we novr 
travelled, we met the Clyde wandering about 
in a very low condition. It is here much 
nearer it's fountain-head; and carries no. pro- 
gnoftics about it of that glory, which it after- 
Wards aiTumes at Dunbartoh. 

But tho it cannot produce here that expanfe 
of water, which it difplays on it's approach 
to the ocean ; yet it has water enough to 
afliime a charafter of magnificence in another 
%le. Near this place it happens to meet 
with a variety of grand accompaniments- 
rocks-— woods-^^nd hilly grounds ; which it 
turns to gl-cat advantage in forming among 
thim many nobte faljis. But froni our not 
haing apprifised of this fccncry, wc were not fo 
fortunate as to fee it i tho it would have carried 
ub very little out of the common road. I had 
ah cp|>ortunity howevor of alking feveral quef- 
tidhs about it j and received very intelligent 
anfwcrsi frbm' which, and my acquaintance 
with the jfubjea in general, I am enabled 
to give fuch in idea of it, as may excite 
the curiofity of othfers to profit more from the 
intelligence, than we were ablQ to do. 

F 4 Thefc 
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Thefe falls are to be found at a place called 
Cory-Lin, near Lancrk. From a lofty feat 
in a gentleman's garden, we were infornaed, 
the firil of them is feen to moft advantage*. 
You look over the tufted tops of trees ; and 
fee the river beyond them precipitating itfelf 
from rock to rock, a confiderable way, rather 
pouring along (as we underApod) through 
an abrupt flope, than do\yn a perpendicular 
defcent. The two cheeks are rugged pre- 
cipices i adorned with . broken rocks. , On the^ 
edge of one of thefe cheeks ftands a folitary 
tower. A path, if you choofe, to follovv it, 
leads to the top of; the fall; where from a 
projeding rock (which in high floods is fevered; 
from the continent,) you have a tremendous 
view down tte furious catafaCt, as it. pours 
below the ^-e. You may carry your curiofity 
yet farther; uid by A^^jcing half a mile^ may; 
fee the ftill more cekbrated f^l of Bqnitpn^ 
and two pr. three more, I beliey^ beyond it. 
In idcr^, r.U this fcenery is grand^, and picr 
t» iv 1^11*^ The imagination withf^fuch-jina- 
"trials may make noble pi^ur^. ; ;And indeed- 
i fuppofc the wl}ole, i? ^ip jitftlf^ .^drnirable^ 
I' . l^ . J^^^ compionly, ^d j not . nifturf9^ /that 
difappoints us. , f, 
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In our travels through Scodahd I hasre 
mentioned many fceries, .\*hich wcrccnnobkd 
by being called the retreats of Wallace. This 
was one. Among theie wild rocks, and in 
the tower, that adorns them, we were, told,' 
he lurked, during a period of diftrefs. Theic 
traditional anecdotes, whether true, or fabkd, 
add grandeur to a fcene : and the variety of, 
theie hiding places, which - the Scotte ;]^C; 
every where provided for Wallace in his miC- 
fbrtunes, ihew at leaft their gratitude and affbc<- 
tion for one of the noblefl: heroes, whjch- 
their own, or any other country hath pro- 
duced. • .^ 



The hills, among which we now travelled, 
are fuppofed to abound with lead ^ tho many 
projedors have fufferod by fceking it. A 
celebrated fchemcr * purchafed lately, a larg? 
eftate in this country, at an advanced pnce« 
with a view to work itt;. but • his entcrprizc 
cither mifcarriedi or was never executed. . 



• Sir George Gplebrbpkc, .who made, this purchaft of the 
Ctrl ofSclkir'k.V " *.'•::: •- --i --'^ ••• •'•' ♦ 
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It fared better^ a few years agO» with an- 
other projedor, at Lead-hill^ a little to the 
right. This gentleman, whofe name was Lo*^ 
thkn, had long fbught ore in vain. ;Many i 
time in defpair he refblved to defift t but his 
workmen raifed his fpirits with fre£h hopes. 
The rock was^ juft cut through, which had 
occafioned ib mudhi ' delay ; or die foil was 
manifeftly marked with the figns of ore; or 
fprings were found, which had the undoubted 
mineral tinge. Thus deluded by faife hopes, 
he went on, till ruin flared him in tht fkCe. 

At this crifis of his fortunes, a boy, wHo 
wrought in the mine, came fecretly to' him, 
and told him, he was deceived by his work- 
men; and that a vein of ore had been djif- 
covered, and fecretttl. 'I'ho the boy was un- 
acquainted with the depth of the roguery> Lo- 
rfiian eafily guefled it. Thefe knaves were firft 
to ruin him, and then to take the works thbm- 
iclVes, at dfa under-rate.«i^The difficulty was, 
how to profit by the ihformatidrt, without dif- 
covering the informer : fot the boy declared with 
tears, that he fhould be murdered, if 4he thing 
were known. Lothian bad him fear nothing j 
aiid ordered him to faunter about (ihe place, 
where the vein was difcovered^ at fuch an hour 

tht 
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the next morning* '^ At that time, faid he» 
I ihall enter the miae; and feeing you idkt 
fl»H pretend to be very *Jgrys when you in 
a paOibn may throw down your tool as near 
as poffible to the place^ . where the vein was 
fimnd." The fchem^ was as well executed, 
as contrived, Lothian finding the boy in a 
place where be feemed to have no bufineik* 
rated him roundly for his idknefa; and re- 
ceiving ah infolent anfwer (which, among 
Hl*paid workmen, was not uncommon) ftruck 
bim two or three times : upon which the boy 
with great addre& counterfdting a paiIion» 
threw his tool out of his hand, and faid, hm 
woidd w<%k £:>r hini no longer. Lothian 
Ipiarked the fpot with unobferved attention; 
and giving hiw two or thrqe more blows for 
his irifolence, and bid4iBg him go about his 
bufine&, went on himfelf among the pther 
workmen ; aiking his ufual ftring of ^ueftipns, 
end receiving his ufual firing of anfwcrs* 
At length, he took up a tool; and begin- 
ning careieflly to pick about the phambers of 
the mine^ in various places^ came by degreei 
ta the fpot ^e had marked, where picking 
^little about the fur&ce^ he feemed furprizedi 
wd. calling ^me of the men, he ^fkod tl)em> 
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i£ th^ di4 not think there were pkin.indica*^ 
tions of ore ? The men were of a different 
opinion^ and' affured him^ that fuch appear* 
ances were very common; and not in any. 
d^ree to he trufted. Lothiail however ftiU. 
continued picking about^ and tdd thd men, 
he could not be fatisfied» unlefs they took 
their tools» and went a little deeper. With; 
fbme reluftance, as being taken from work^ 
of more importance, the men complied. But^ 
they had not occaiion to go deep. A very, 
few ftrokes convinced all who -were pnefent,. 
not only that there was ore;. but .that the 
vein, was uncommonly rich. The honefb 
workmen, joining in the farce, afked each 
other with aftonifhmrat, Uovf they could 
poflibly work fo near the place, without dif- 
covering it ? In fhort, there was a univerfal 
joy,- on- all fides, on having found at length,; 
what they had fo long ibught in vain. 



The feints? here, as in^ all mineral coun- 
tries, are. deftruftive of health. You fee ah 
infirm frJEime/ and fqiialid looks in/moft of 
the -inhabitants. And yet aniong the miners 
rf * Leadwhill, within theffe fix years, a * man 
€tf the name Taylor, attained the age of one 

hundred 
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hundred and thirty-two years, and as we were 
informed, with the perfedl ufe of all his fa- 
culties. He wrought at his profeflion, as a 
miner, till he was one hundred and twelve. 
In the mean time as if, with patriarchal pre- 
cifion, he had forefeen the extent of his days, 
he did not marry til| he was fixty years of 
age, and left behind him nine children ; whom 
he lived to fee provided for. 

In the midft of this wild country, night 
came upon us. But it's fhades were unac- 
companied with any pifturefque ideas. Often, 
when mountains, forefts, and other grand ob- 
jedts, float before the eye, their fweeping forms, 
clad in the fhades of evening, have a won- 
derful cflFeia upon the imagination. But here 
the objedls were neither grand, nor amufing. 
AH was one general blot* 

As we approached Drumlanrig, the country 
appeared greatly to improve in beauty. The 
forms of trees fwep^ paft us; and we were 
often carried along the fides of dells, and heard 
the found of waters, through the flillnefs of 
the night. Such objedts beguiled the hours, 
which began now to verge on midnight. 

SECT. 
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SECT- XVL 




|UjR inn was about a mile from Queenf-^ 
berry-houfe, which We vifited early the 
; tiMMftmorniftg. It s appearance, as we approach 
(; '^ is magnificent. It is a turrited fquare ; 
||5^tifeited among woods, and fkreened by woody 

s^/iiiiis. 

When we arrived on the fpot, it ftill 
|(\ili:iaintaiQed it's magnificence^ tlio there is little 
"ifceauty in the architedturc. It was begun 
immediately after the civil wars of Charles the 
X»»i^ ^firft, tod partakes of the unfettled condition 
-'^^ the times. Arts were beginning to fiourifh : 
but the animofity of chids ftill fubfifted; 
and the law$ were yet too feeble to reprefs 
^t. The houfe fccms therefore to have, 
been formed on a plan neither of civil, nor 
of military architecture; but between both; 
tho beauty (fuch as it is) feems to have 
been more attended to, than defence. It 
/ occu- 
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occupies the four fides of a fquafe; and it's 
turrited walls being very lofty, the area within, 
excluded from fun and wind, becomes a mere 
refervoir for unwholefome damps; which it 
communicates abundantly to the whole houie« 
The chambers have no magnificence; 
and we obferved fcarce a fingle pidlure to 
engage ^he eye ; tho there is a gallery, above 
an hundred feet long, which is full of pidhires. 
But if there are few ornaments jof this kind, 
there is no deficiency of other ornaments 
both within the houfe, and without; among 
which the Hearty the enfign armorial of the 
houfe of Douglas, appears every where in ' 
great profufion. In England perhaps uhc 
hiftory of the Heart is little known ; but in 
Scotland evety body has heraldry enough tb 
know, that it wds given to the Douglas 
faiyiily, in honour of Sir James Douglas, who 
was employed to carry the heart of Robert 
Bruce into Paleftine, there to be interred 
under the altar of the holy chapel at Jerufa- 
lem. But it is generally imagined, this pre- 
cious depofit never got there. It was inclofed 
in a golden urn ; and hung round Sir James's 
neck, who took ihipping, accompanied by 
two . hundred kpights. As the veflel was 

failing 
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falfing near the coaft of Spain, Sir James hatl 
intelligence, that king Alphonfo was }uft on 
the eve of a batdc with the Moors. Thd 
Douglafles alw'ay^ loved fighting; and Sir 
James could not forego his inclination to this 
lavourit? atnufement. He landed therefore 
with his companions — went to tnfe rpyal 
pavilion, and ofiered his fervices to the king; 
which were gracioufly accepted. The battle 
began; and among all the heroes, that en- 
gaged, none diftinguifhed himfelf like the 
kaight with the golden urn* It unfortunately 
however happened, that as he ventured too 
far, he was ilain, and defpoiled of king Ro- 
bert's heart. But before the battle ended> 
both it, and the dead body of Douglas werfe 
recovered by the bravery of the Spanish, troops, 
and fent back into Scotland; The body was 
buried in the burying-place of the family 
iicar Dou|[la8-caftle, where Sir James's effigy 
Aill remains ; and the heart is faid to have 
been depofited in the abbey ^f Melrofs. 



Biit St the houfe at Drlimlanrig >fforde4 
tas little amufement, the fituation of it made 
amends. It ftands on a rifing ground^ on 

vot,. II. G the 
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the fide iof a taft f\«rccping hill, farroundfd 
by mountains, at the diftancte of two or three 
miles. This is one of the grand fitaatiMis, 
which a mountainous country affords; and 
it is often as beautiful, as it is grand: but 
it's beauty depends upon the elegant lines, 
which the furrounding mountains^ forai'; 
upon their receffes; their ornaments; tkioir 
rugged furfacej their variety, and contraft. 
It depends alfo upon the contents of the aieii 
within the mountains.; it's hills; it's brokcB 
grounds; it's woods, rivers, and kkes.^*-*-*««- 
Here the mountain-fkreens, in thomielveSb 
liave no peculiar beauty: but the. circular 
vale, which they inviroti, and in ,which the 
houfe ftands, is fo broken^ by intprven^ 
hills ; io adorned with rivers^ and vaded 
with wood, that many c£ iCt fcenes are 
beautiful, and the whole greatly diveriiiied. 

A iituation however of this kind, circumr 
icribed by hills, which keep the eye within 
bounds, muft* always want one of the greateft 
beauties of nature — an extenfive dijlance. Nor 
will any ipecies of landfcape fully compenfate 
tl« deficiency. We may "have the tinted hilU 
the middle diftance^ and the roug^ foreground^ 
\vhesethe fun 
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Toms, wth thQ fplendor of his precioijs ray. 
The meagre, cloddy earth to glittering golJ/ 

But ftill we W3,nt 



•the charlfis of laaghing vales. 



Rock$9' ftreams, and fwee][HDg woods, and antique £mes. 
Loft in a wild horizon. - 

The more confined landfcape would fuit 
▼ciy well a manfioif lefs than fuperb : but ^ 
fiich a manfion^ as Queenfberry-houfe^ tho 
it's fituation is good^ would ftand yet to more 
advantage, if it commanded a country. 

The garden front of Queenfberry-houfe opens 
ffl a very delightful piece of fcenery. The 
ground falls from jit, near a quarter of a mile, 
m a fteep. Hoping lawn ; which at the bottom 
is received by a river; and beyond that rifes 
a lofty, woody bank. All thefe objeds 
are in the grandcft ftyle, except the river; 
which, tho not large, is by no means incon^' 
fiderable. 

It is amazing what contrivance has been 
ufed to deform all this beauty. The defcent 
frotn the houfe has a fubftratum of folid rock, 
which has been cut into three or four terraces -, 
at an immenfe expence. The art of Wafting 
rocks hy gunpowder was not in ufe, when 

G 2 this 
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this great work was tindertaken. It was all 
perforated by manual labQur; and men now 
alive remember hearing their fathers fay, that 
a workman, after employing a whole fum- 
mer-day with his pick-ax, could carry off 
in his apron all the ftone he had chipped from 
the rock. — Hour much lefs expenfive is it, 
in general, to improve the face of nature, 
than to deform it! In •improving we gently 
Jfollow: in deforming, we violently oppofe^ 
The duke of Quecnfberry of that day, who* 
carried on thefe works, feems himfelf to 
have been aware of his own folly. He 
bundled up all the accounts together; and 
infcribed them, as I have been informed, with 
a grievous curfe on any of his pofterity, who 
ihould ever look into them. 

The rough hand employed in thefe. ic^tit'^i 
having dilpatched the Hope, proceeded next. 
to, the river. All it's winding fimplicity^; 
it's rocky channel, it's woody furnitiure, and 
fringed banks, . were deftrpyed at once ; and 
formed, by making a bead^ into an oblong 
canal. 

The grand wooded bank beyond the river 
ilill remained an objedt for improvement* 
At a great expence a little ftream was c-on- 

dufted 
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dufted from the neighbouring hflls to it's 
fummit. There a moft magnificent cafcade, 
conftrudted of hewn ftone, and.confifting of 
innumerable fteps, received it; and condud- 
ed it in ftate into the canals' " - So vile a 
wafte of expence, as this whole fcene exhi-* 
bits, v^e rarely meet with. Deformity is 
ipread fo wide through every part of it, that 
it now exceeds th^ art of man to rcftore it 
again to nature. The indignation oF the poet 
fcems to have been levelled at this very place ; 
where after various inftances of falfe tafte, he 
at length fpeaks of 



•deformities of hardefl cure. 



The terrace mound uplifted; the long line 
J>eep delved of flat qanal ; and. all that ttul^ 
Mifled by taflelefs faihion^ could atcMeve 
To mar fair Nature'^ lineaments diving. 
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ALL the environs however of Qgeenf- 
berry-houfe, are not of this formal caft. 
Very near, it runs the rapid river Nith, 
winding between high, floping, woody. banks. 
It's channel is a continued bed of rock; and, 
the watf r, in pafling through, fuiFers a thou- 
fand; obftruftions,. The fcene is of fhat kind 
we found at Chatelherault ; which tho fre- 
quent in mpuntainQiis countries, is always 
varied, ^fui alwjtys pl^gfipg, — Along one of 
the woocjy fides of ihU fw?et d^U the duehf fs 
of Queepfberry's tafte has condifded a fimple 
walk^ which winds beautifully, and at every 
turn commands fome part of the rocky river 
bck>w. There is a great profufion of wood 
all round the duke of Queenfberry's houfe; 

G 4 and 
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and fn thefc fccnes particularly it fl6urifhe« 
both ill abundance and in perfedion^. 

In one of his parks, we were informed, 
the duke had preferved a breed of the old 
Scottifk buiFalOj which we were very defirous 
to fee. Our condudor told us, they might 
probably be in fome diftant part of the park j 
and might with difficulty be found. We 
determined however, to go in quefl: of them. 
It was high noon; and the day was ful- 
tfy: the cattle, it was therefore fuppofed, 
might be at that time in a valley, which is 
Iprcad with a large piece of water. Thither 
we dircdted our courfe j and beneath the 
ihelter of a thick wood we walked at eafe. 

In lefs than a mile we came in fight of 
the water. The banks of the pool (for it 
had not the dimenfions of a lake) \<rere 
adorned with clumps, and fingle trees : and 
on the oppofite fide, a hanging grove fwept 
down ta the water. It was an open grove; 
and the ground was covered with herbage, 
a§ far ^s the eye could penetrate it's recefles. 

* The prefent duke, I api told, has not been fo att^itive to 
the prefervation of his timbciv as his pedeceiTor. Many of the 
woody fcenes here mentioned, have npw loft much of their, 
ornament. 

This 
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This delicious fcene the luxurious herd 
had chofen for their noon-tide retreat ; where 
we difcovered them at a diftance, repofing 
on the other fide of the water. Our guide 
informed us they were rather fhy ; and in- 
ftrudted us to walk on without flopping, 
or paying them any particular attention. We 
had the pool to walk round ; fo that we had 
them long in view, before we came near 
them. As we approached, they rofe and 
retired gently into the wood; but gave us 
fufficieht opportunity to examine them. There 
were two bulls, and feveral cows, and fomc 
calves. They were milk white, except their 
Bofes, ears, and the orbits of their eyts, 
which were black. Boethius fpeaks of this 
breed of cattle, as io^es candtdijjimos ; informd 
konisjubam habentes*, cater a manfuetisjimillitnos: 
and Polidore Virgil mentions them nearly 
in the fame language. Gignit fylva Calydonia 
boves Candidas, injlar leonum jubatos ; qui adeo 
feri funty ut domari non pojfint. Sed quia caro 
grata palate humano eji, ferunt omne pen} eorum 
genus extinBum. 

As to their llon-manes, we faw no fuch 
appearance : but indeed we faw them in dif- 
babille, as ail cattle are, in their fleek, fummer 

attire. 
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attire. la winter, their /haggy fiir i& more 
pidturefqoc ; and it is probable their manes 
Hiay then be luxuriant. Wc fee a great pro^ 
fufion of mane often in our domcftic cattle, 
at that feafon; efpecially jvhen they winter 
abroad in mountainous countries* I have 
often obferved the remains of it even in the 
month of June. It is pofJible alfo that the 
degree of domeftication, in which thefe cattle 
are now placed, may have deprived them gradu- 
ally of this ornament. But in all other relpcfts, 
except the mane, the cattle we iaw in the 
duke of Queeniberry's park anfwercd very 
exadly to Boethius's dcfcription of the Scot- 
tifli buffalo — that is, they very much refembled 
cammon cattle. Their form indeed is fome- 
what more elegant. They have not that bulk 
of carcafs, nor heavinpfs, which charafterizes 
the common cow. There is a fpirited wild- 
|iefs alfo in their looks ; and when they run, 
inftead pf the clunafy cow-gallop, they bound 
like deer. A herd of them rufhing at once 
oyer a lawn, makes the foreft tremble. 

One o^ the bulls (for the other had not 
yet attained his growth) was a. noble animal. 
He feem^ to h^ a beaft of prodigious ftrength j 
but it was an adive, rather than a fluggifli 

ftrength. 
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ilrength. His colour was not fb white^ as^ 
the reil: of the group* His ihoukbrs and 
iides had a 3rellowifh tinge ; which we thought 
became him ; till our guide informed us, that 
it was not his natural hue 5 but that he had 
been rubbing himfelf upon fbme olury^ ground 
in the park. This intelligence immediately 
turned the beauty into a defedt. Such is our 
love for nature, that when we find any thing 
artificial^ which we fuppofed was natural, we 
are di^ufted ; and cannot bring the ejre to it 
again with pleafure. For tho the objeft in 
it's artificial difguife, may be in itfelf more 
beautiful; yet we cannot perfuajde ourfelves, 
but that nature undifguifed would be more 
uniformy and of courfe more pleafing. Thus 
in the objedt before us, tho the tinted ihoulders 
of the bull were beautiful ; yet when we knew 
the tint was artificial, the eye immediately 
revolted; and we conceived, that if it had 
been removed, wc fhould have feen ftill greater , 
beauty — the beauty at leaft of uniformity. 
Thus too> tho the cheek of a lady, when 
fkilfully painted, may appear more beautiful, 
while we are ignorant of the artifice; yet 
when we are aflured it is painted, we take 
offence — either becaufe on clofer infpedtion wc 

con- 
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conceive a cheek fb glowiAg, not perfectly 
in unifon with the other features, on wHicH 
time may have made an impreffion; or be- 
caufe we conceive the bloom to be a difguife 
to fome defeft, which the prying imagination 
endeavours to fee through. 

The wild cattle we were examining, are 
as much in a ftate of nature, as the boun- 
daries of an extenfive park will admit. They 
arc at leaft fubje<5t to no controul. Domeftic 
ufc of no kind is made of them; and when 
killed, they are fliot, like wild beafts, from 
trees. For if they fhould happen only to be 
wounded, they are dangerous. Otherwife, 
they moleft nobody, who does not moleft 
them : but thb cows, if you offer to toucl^ 
their calves, are fiercer th^n the bulls* 



Naturaliils give a uniform colour to all 
animals in a ftate of nature; and inform us, 
that domeftication induces variety* In cow^s 
we may fuppofe therefore the original colour 
to be white, or a tint fo near it as to be 
called white. iiEneas found white cattle in 
Italy, and admiral Anfon, in Tinistn. BufFon 

in- 
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indeed fuppofes the yellowifli dun to be tn« 
original colour. Bat whether white, or yel- 
low be the original colour, it is .certain, that 
white has ever been moft in eftcem. When 
a bull, or a heifer, was led up to the altar 
of the Gods, it was generally white: and 
wheq defcribed by^ the poets as peculiarly 
beautiful, this hue is always given it* 'The 
venerable Apis himfelf was white. 

For myfelf, with regard to th^ piBlurefque 
beauty of white; cattle, I fhould make a dif-^ 
tinflion. As the ornament of afcene^ I think 
no cattle fo beautifuL No light of the kind 
ever exceeded that of the herd, which gave 
occafion to thefe remarks. At the fame time» 
when we confider the bull as a Jingle objeSi, 
a dark colour melting into a lighter, is more 
pidlurefque : apd of all colours, Buffon's yel- 
lowiih dun, if the head and fhoulders be 
dark, is . the moft beauti£uL 



Among the pleafing fcenes of Drumlanrig, 
one is of fo peculiar a nature, that it (hould 
never be forgotten. It confifts in the un- 
common appearance of comfort and happi- 
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iiefs, which reigns every where among the 
duke's tenants. Contrary to the ufual prac-* 
ticc of the Scotch nohility, the duke of Qucenf- 
bcrry * grants Icafes of his farms ; and has 
built comfortable houies for his tenants, 
through his whole eftate. Many of them 
are ranged within fight of his caftle, at pro- 
per diftances along the fides of the hills. If 
they are not jHifturefque, they have a much 
higher fpecies of beauty; and adorn a coun- 
try more than the moft admired monuments 
c^tafte. Mr. Maxwell, the duke^s fteward, 
who prefides over all thefe improvements, 
ieems to have the intereft of the lord, and 
tenant equally at heart. He talks of the 
munificence of the one, and o£ the happinefi 
©f the other, with the fame pleafure. The 
QueOTilbw-ry-eftate, .he told us, had in niqe 
3^earSy yielded about feventy thoufand pounds ; 
out of which fum the duke had only drawn, 
for his own private ufe, as he was at- 
tached to his feat at Amelbury^^ about thirty 
thouiand pounds. All the reft was fpent 
in the country, on works of charity, gene- 



♦ The duke of Qu«en(berry, here fpokcn of, was the laft 
dake., 
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rofity, improvenMnt, or of public* utility. 
Among the latter he had lately expended a 
large fmn upon a noble road; which winds 
ibme miles down the fide of a mountain, not 
for from his caftle. We had leafon to biefe 
his bounty on this occafion. We travelled 
it with great eafe in the night, tho in many 
parts it is very fteep. We faw the old road, 
dte next day, full of catarads, like the bed 
«f a mountain torrent. 



Near Drumlanrig ftands Queenfberry-hill, 
which probably took it's name from fome 
ancient tradition. From this hill the dukes 
of Queenfberry take their title : and from the 
fides of it arife thofe fprings, which are the 
principal fources of the river Clyde. 



On another hill, in fight of the houfe, 
remain ftill the veftiges of Tieber's caftle; 
originally a Roman ftation; and long after- 
wards a fortrefs of confiderable ftrength. In 
the 'hiflrory of the wars between England 
and Scotland, it is faid to have been one of 
Edward*s ftrong holds; and to have been 
o taken 
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taken fitJm him by Wallace. We have ieeri 
fevenl of that hero's tetreats in the times of 
diftrefs : but here he appeared in force ; and 
kept in awe, by the terror of his fuddeil 
incurfions, the neighbouring chiefs, who were 
inclined to Edward. 



A little to the left of Tieber's caftle, ariies 
Entrekin, a hill chiefly famous for a frightful 
foad, paffing over it, called by way of emi- 
nence, the path of Entrekin. 
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I »^ 



S E C T. XXX. 



FROM Drumlanrig to Dumfries, the road 
is rather pleafant, than pidturefquc. The 
grand Jlyle of landfcape is now gone ; the blue 
mountains of the highlands are funk below 
the horizon; and the country in ^eners^l is 
flat, and uniform, 



A little before we reach Dumfries, wc 
meet with an objed, which detained us fomc 
time — the ruins of Linclouden-college. It 
appears to have been formerly a foundation 
of fbme confequence. The habitable part 
may ftill be traced ; contiguous to which arc 
a chapel, a hall, and other appendages of a 
college. The remains of the chapel, and 
hall are of elegant Gothic; and the whole 
is fo combined, as to afford two or three 

VOL. II. H good 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 98 ) 

good views. The roof of the chapel is vault- 
ed; and ftill remains entire. 

Linclouden-coUege v^as once a houfe of 
Benedidline nuns; but thofe ladies growing 
licentious, Archibald the Grim, earl of Dou- 
glas, disfranchifed them, and endowed a col- 
legiate houfe in their room. When the houfe 
of Douglas was in the plenitude of it's power, 
the kings of Scotland were little confidered 
in thefe parts. At Douglas-caftle, conventions 
were called; troops were raifed; and every 
adt of regal authority was exercifed. Th^ 
earl of Douglas therefore by his own arbitrary 
power altered the form of this religious houfe% 
Archibald the Grim conveys to us the idea 
of a favage delpot. But his charadler ^ was 
very different. Grim in the Scotch language 
fignifies black. And Archibald was in. fad, 
an upright, religious man with black haif, 
and eye-brow3. — In Linclouden-college is a 
rich tomb eredled to the memory of Margaret 
daughter of Robert the third of Scotland, 
who married the fon of Archibald the Grim. 

Dumfries ftands pleafantly upon the Nith. 
The water, and fcenery about the bridge, 
is amufing. Upon Corbelly-hill, which is 
juil beyond the river, we have a plealin^ 

view 
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view of W$ winding courfc towards Solway- 
frith. 



On the confines of England, and Scotland, 
tlie antiquarian eafily cbliedts veftiges enough 
of border-feuds to fill his volume. There 
is fcarce a bridge, or a pafs, that has not 
been gallantly attacked, and defended — nor a 
houfe of any antiquity, that has not been 
plundered, or befieged. But there is one 
work, of which confiderable traces remain, 
of more than ordinary confequence ; that great 
fbfle, thrown up formerly at this place, to 
prevent the incurfions of the Englifh, known 
at this day by the name of Warders dyke. 
Here a watch being conftantly placed ; fignals 
were given by beacons on the approach of 
an enemy; and the whole country was in- 
ftantly alarmed. The alarm-cry was a Juore^ 
hurn^ a Lorebumi which words, tho not 
now underftood, are infcribed as a motto on 
the provoft's ftafif of office ; and by a well- 
imagined device, trapsfer the -idea of vigi- 
lance, from the foldier to the magiftrate. 
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At Dumfries we breakfafted with Mr. 
Goldie; with whom one of our party was 
well acquainted. Of the recovery of this 
gentleman from a lethargy, we heard afterwards 
a very aftonifhing account. He was a large 
corpulent man ; and the diforder, under which 
he had long laboured, had at length gained 
fo much upon him, that he would fall afleep 
at his meals, with a knife, and fork in his 
bands. His death indeed was almoft daily 
apprehended. The fatal moment, as it ap- 
peared, at length arrived. A fit of apoplexy, 
bereft him of his fenfes, and of every fymptom 
of life. A phyfician attended, and for the 
iatisfadion of his friends applied thofe reme- 
dies, which are confidered commonly as the 
apparatus only of death. They produced no 
apparent eiFedt; and his relations, having 
taken their laft leave of him, retired. Two 
fervants fat by him ; one of whoni was em- 
ployed in fupporting his dying mafter^s head. 
The man continued about two hours in the 
fame pofture : and fuppofing it now a ufelefs 
office, he complained of the fatigue, and 
told his fellow fervant, he could not well 
continue it longer. The dying man, almoft 
inftantly recovering with all his fenfes about 

him. 
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him> and having heard what his fervant had 

faid^ difmifled him from his office ; and from 

that moment not only the efFeds of his apo- 

pledic fit, but of his' lethargic diforder were 

intirely removed. He fupped with his family 

that evening in perfect healthy and was as 

much a man of bufinefs afterwards as he had 

ever been in iny part of his life before : 

nor had he ever again the leaft fymptom either 

of lethargy, or apoplexy. He died about five 

years after this event, at the age of fixty- 

tcight, of a total decline of ftrength, with 

] Yomc dropfical appearances ; but with his fenfes 

/pcrfeaiy clear. It wzs about a quarter of a 

F' year before his death, when we breakfafted 

'with him; and it did not then appear, that 

he had ever had any ailment*. 



As we leave Dumfries, a wide, bleak, 
unpleafant country opens before us. But as 
we approach the frith, our views become 
rather more pidturefque. There is fomething 
pleafing in thofe long ftretches of fand, diftant 



• We had this account from Dr. Carlyle of Carlifle ; and 
liave had it iince been authenticated by Dr. Gilchrift of Dumfries. 
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country, and water, which flat ihores exhibit. 
The parts arc often large, well-tinted, and 
well-contrafted. Often too their various fur- 
faces appear ambiguous, and arc melted to- 
gether by light mifts into one mafs. They are 
beautiful in that ambiguity; as they are alfo, 
when the vapours vanishing, a gleam of fun- 
fhine brcaks out; and (hoots over them in 
lengthened gleams. To make prftures of 
them, in either cafe, the foreground muft 
be adorned with objeds,— mafts of ihips, 
figures, cattle, or other proper appendages, 
to break the lines of diftance. 

A landfcape of this kind we had where 
the Nith joins the Solway. It confifts of a 
vaft llretch of country rendered dubious by 
diflance; and broken into ample parts, as it 
approaches the eye. 

We had the fame kind of view alfo towards 
Newbay-caftle, which belongs to the marquifs 
of Annandalc; and appears from the diftance, 
wherc we flood, like the caftlc of defolation,. 
overlooking the barren fhores of the frith* 



A little to the weft, we were informed, 
the coaft becomes more beautiful. It is there 

wafhed 
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waflied by the fea : and tho the Ihores of an 
cftuaiy may have their mode of beauty; yet 
it is always inferior to the bold headlands, 
the rocky promontories, and winding bays 
of the ocean. 

One fcene on this coaft was particularly 
mentioned to us, as worth vifiting— the feat 
of the earl of . Selkirk— on the account of 
it's Angularity, and beauty. I fhall juft 
give the outlines of it, as I heard them 
defcribed. 

Where the coaft runs almoft diredtly oppo- 
file to the fouth, a bay enters it of conliderablc 
circumference. The entrance is narrrow, and 
occupied by an ifland; which forms the 
whole into a grand lake. The ground, which 
circles it, is high; but rather hilly, than 
mountainous. Some parts of it are rocky; 
other parts lord Selkirk has planted. 

At the bottom of the bay, a peninfula, 
containing only a few acres, runs into it; 
which is fbmetimcs, (tho rarely,) when the 
tides are high, formed into an ifland. On 
this penmfula ftands lord Selkirk's houfc. It 
was formerly an abbey; and enjoyed the 
i^pgie kind of fituation, which the abbey of 

H 4 Tor- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 104 ) 

Torbay in Devonfhire did. Only the abbey 
of Torbay flood more within the land. From 
the abbey, which ftood formerly here, this .1 

place obtained the name of St. Mary's ifle, j 

which it ftill retains. 

Situations of this kind are often Very pleafing ; 
but ' the beauty of them depends chiefly oft 
the grounds, which invifon the water. How 
thefe are Ihaped, I know noti but if their 
forms be analogous to thofe we chiefly met 
with along the bays or lochs, of the weftern 
coafl: of Scotland, they cannot be unpleafing* 
One beauty, I fhould fuppofe, they muft 
enjoy. As the bay opens to the fouth, one 
of it's fides muft be inlightened by the morn- 
ing, and the other by the evening funj and 
the veering of the lights muft neceflarily occa- 
fion, if the flcreens be well broken, a great 
Variety of beautiful illumination. 

On the weftern fide of Saint Mary's ifle, . 
^ fmall creek runs up ; and fprms the harbour 
of Kirkudbright* This town, tho of no 
cxtenfive trade, employs coafting veflTels enough 
to people the bay with fhipping ; which is 
a great advantage to it in a pidturefque light. 
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Of this town the noted refugee, Paul Jonei 
was a native. Having been profecuted for 
fome offence, he fled from home; and being 
an active feaman, obtained the command of 
a privateer in the American fervice. As he 
knew well the parts about his native town, 
he executed one of his firft ^nterprizes at this 
place. Early one morning he flood into the 
bay, with colours flying, like a Britifh frigate i 
and ient his boat on fhore, near lord Selkirk's 
houfe, well-manned with an oflicer, who had 
orders to behave as if he commanded a prefs- 
gang. The fcheme took' eflPedt. All the 
men about the houfe, and grounds, imme- 
diately dilappeared.^ When all was clear, the 
ofiicer, with his party furrounded the houfe, 
and inquired for lord Selkirk. He was not 
at hpme. Lady Selkirk was then inquired 
for* The oflicer behaved very civilly; but 
told her plainly, that his errand was, to carry 
off the family-fervice of plate. She aflTured him 
he had been miflnformed ; and that lord ScU 
Mirk had no fervice of plate. With great 
prefence of tnind ihe then called for the but- 
kr's inventory, and convinced him on the Ipot 
of his miftake. At the £une time fhe or- 
dered wine. The officer drank her health, 

politely ; 
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l^olitiefy; &nd kying his hands on whit plate 
he met with, wcAt off without doing any 
wanton mifchicf. — ^This paltry piece of dc* 
predation was the firft thing, that ledened 
Paul Jones in the efteem of his brother- 
officers; who afterwards faw more into his 
charad:er; and felt great relu&anc&^at ierving 
with a fellow, however daring, and enter* 
prizing, fo low, illiberal, and unprincipled. 



. Befides the fcenery about St. Mary's ifle^ 
Wd were told of other parts of the coa/t| 
ftill more to the weft> which were well worth 
vifiting. But our titne not allowing us to 
go in queft of them, we continued our rout 
to England. 



As we approach the frith ftill nearer, it 
becomes narrower ; and the oppoiite fhores of 
England begin now to take a form in thd 
diftance. The principal features are the high 
woody grounds about Bolnefs, and the moun^ 
tains of Cumberland^ anjiong which SkiddaW 
is. confpicuous. 

Gretna- 
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Gretna-green was the laft place we vifitcd 
in Scotland j the great refort of fuch unfor- 
tunate nymphs, as differ with their parents, 
and guardians on the fubjed of marriage. It 
is not a difagreeable fcene. The village b 
concealed by a grove of trees ; which occupy 
a gentle rife; at the end of which ftands the 
^diurch : and the pi<fture is finifhcd with two 
•^ftances, one of which is very remote. 

Particular places furnifh their peculiar to- 
llies of converfation. At Dover, the great 
^^ jgatc of England, towards France, the vulgar 
f^'-^pic is the landing, and embarking of fo- 
'v.,JfcignerS ; their names, titles, and retinue : and 
Sxa general civility toward them reigns both in 
' -manners, and language, 
f Travel a few miles to the weft, and at 
Portfmouth you will find a new topic of 
converfation. There all civility to our po- 
lite neighbours is gone; and people talk of 
nothing but fliips, cannon, gun-powder 5 and, 
(in the boifterous language of the place) 
blowing the French to the d — . 

Here the fubjed: of converfation is totally 
changed. The only topics are the ftratagcins 

of 
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of lovers; the tricks of fervantsj and the 
deceits put upon parents, and guardians. 

I II Vetuerc patres^ quod non potuere vetkre,^ 

is the motto of the places 

Of all the feminaries in Europe, this is- 
the feat, wjiere that Ipecks of literature, 
called novel-writing, may be the moft fuc- 
cefsfuUy ftudied. A few months converlation 
with the literati of thi^ place, will furnij(h 
the inquifitive ftudent with fuch a fund of 
anecdotes, that with a moderate fhare of ima- 
gination in tacking them together, he may 
fpin out as many volumes as he pleafcs. — 
In his hands may fhine the delicacy of that 
nymph, and an apology for her conduft, who 
iinfupported by a father, unattended by ^ Af- 
ter, boldly throws herfelf into the arms of 
Ibme adventurer ; flies in the face of every 
thing, that bears the name of decorum; en- 
dures the illiberal laugh, and jeft of a whole 
country, through which fhe runs; mixes in 
the fhocking fcenes of this vile place, where 
every thing, that is low, indelicate, and abo- 
minable prefides; (no Loves and Graces to 
hold the nuptial torcb^ or lead the hymeneal 

dance; 
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dance y an inn the temple^ and an innkeeper 
the prieft;) and fufFers her name to be in- 
rolled (I had almoft faid) in the records of 
proftitution.— — Thefe were perhaps the na- 
tural effeds of an afl: of legiflature. Which 
many thought was conduced on lefs liberal 
principles, than might have been wiflied. 



Leaving thefe Idalian fcenes we foon met 
the Sark, which is the limit of Scotland ia 
this part. The ground is well varied; and 
the bridge, and river, with the addition of 
a few trees to cover the real nakednefs of 
the fcene, would make a tolerable pi<3iire« 



As we enter England, we have a grand 
diftance on the right. The nearer parts of 
it prefent the river Eden uniting with Sol- 
way-frith. , Beyond thefe rifes the city of 
Carlifle, diftinguifhed by it's caftle, and ca- 
thedral: and beyond all, a range of moun- 
tains. 
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The road led us cloic by the place where 
that dreadful eraption from Solway-mofs, i» 
the year 1771, entered the Efk. Time has 
now almoft effaced the fears, which that ter- 
rible mifchief made in it's «career. A greatt 
part of the plain, which was once overflowed, 
is now recovered; but we were informed, it 
ha^ been cleared at an eitpence nearly equal 
to the value of the^ Iknd. 



It may not be amtfs, on the ccmclufion of 
this tour in Scotland, (which we were obliged 
to perform, for want of time, in little more 
than a fortnight) to recapitulate a few of thofe 
peculiarities, and ftriking modes of fcenery, 
which this wild country exhibits. A general 
view pf this kind will imprefs more, ftrongly 
tlie idea of the fcenes we have paflcd' To 
the obfervations alfo, which have immediately 
arifen frpm fuch a view, may be added a few 
other particulars, which we had not an op- 
portunity of introducing before. 
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ON entering Scotland, what makes the firft 
impreflion on the pidlurefqjue eye, are thofe 
vaft trads of laijdi, which we meet with in- 
tii;ely in a Jiaf^ of nature. . I fpeak not here 
of mountains, or vallies, or any particular 
ffecies of country; but of thofe large trad:s. 
of every .IpeQies,, which are totally untouched 
by arjt. In many parts, of England, in Der- 
byfliire particularly, and the more northern 
counties, we fee vaft diftri6l.s of thefe wild 
fcenes : but ftill. they are generally interfeded 
by the boundaries of property, (confifting 
chiefly of Iqofe flone walls) which run along 
the waftes, and fides of mountains; and af-, 
cend often to their fummits. There cannot, 
be a greater deformity in landfcape, Thefe 
rectilineal figures break the great flowing lines- 
of nature, and injure her features, like thofe 

whim- 
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whimfical fcratches, . and pricked lines, which 
we Ibmetimes fee on the faces of Indians.— 
But in Scotland, at leaft in thofe parts which 
we vifited, we rarely met with any of thefe 
interfedions. All is unbounded. This, it is 
true, is not fo much a beauty, as the re- 
moval of a deformity i but when deformi- 
ties are remove^, beauty in fome fhape, ge- 
nerally makes it's appearance. It is art that 
Ibphifticates nature. We confider cloathing 
as necefTary; and fome modes of it as pic- 
turefque: but ftill it hides the forms of 
nature, which are undoubtedly more beau* 
tiful: fo that beauty gives way to decency, 
and convenience. — It is thus in landfcape. 
Ceres, Triptolemus, and all the worthies, 
who introduced corn and tillage, deferve un- 
queftionably the thanks of mankind. Far 
be it from me to difturb their ftatues, or erafe 
their infcriptions. But we muft at the fame 
time acknowledge, that they have miferably 
fcratched, and injured the face of the globe. 
Wherever man appears with his tools, defor- 
mity follows his fteps. His fpade, and his 
plough, his hedge, and his furrow ^ make 
fhocking enchroachments on the fimplicity, and 
elegance of landfcape. The old acorn-feafon 

was 
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\vas unqueftionably the reign of pidurfefquc 
beauty; when nature planted her own woods, 
and laid out her own lawns; 



-immonisy raftroque intafla, nee ullis 



Saacia vomeribns 



Could we fee her in her native: attire^ what 
delightful fcenery ihould we have! Tho we 
might, now and then, wilh to remove a 
redundance (for fhe is infinitely exuberant 
la: all' her operations) yet the noble ftyle in 
wiich"£he works,., the. grandeur of her ideas, 
and the variety and wildnefs of her compo«* 
fition, could hot fail to roufe the imagination, 
and infpire us with infinite delight* 

And yet we muft make a diftindion among 
countries in the ftate of nature, Vaft,* cxten- 
five, flat countries, tho covered with wood, 
like many of the maritiaie parts of America, 
cannot pofieis much beauty. Seen from the 
fea, they are mere woody lines : and examined 
in their internal parts, the eye is every where 
confined; and can fee only the trees, that 
circumfcribe it. The only countries, which 
arc piiftuiefque in a ftate of nature, are fuch 
as.confift of variety both of foil, and ground. 
You muft have variety of foil, that fome parts 
may be covered with wood; and others with 

VOL. II. I heath. 
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hcalh, or p^uragc. You rauft have Variety 
fc£ grtunJ, that you miifvitw the feveral parts 
of the country with advantage. Riven alR>^ 
and lakes both bdong to a flate of mature. 
In this way the face of England is varied j 
and would certainly on the whole^ he more 
beautiful in a (late of nature^ than in. a flate 
of cultivation. Scotland, and Irdand a^. both 
countries of this kind. Sudn.alfb aare Swifr- 
scerland, Italy, many parts of Germany j. and 
I fuppoie, in general, moft of the northern, 
•and eaftem parts of £urope. < 

In the cafual obfervations of travdlers we 
have many . pleaiing fketches of landfbajpi in 
a flate of nature, from countries. iliU. more 
remote, and lefs known. 

The kingdom of Whydah particuhfly, on 
the coafl of Guinea, i^ nepreiented as oae of 
the moil deUghtful couatiies in the world* 
It abounds every where with a great variety 
of beautiM trees, which grow in groves, and 
clumps, without any underwood, or even 
weeds; and the ground is fpread in rich 
paflures and meadows, winding among them 
without any Reparation, or boundaries, - but 
what are oiccafioned by the folding, and in- 
termixing of thefe natural groves. 

The 
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The fam6 feirtd of fcenefy is defcribed, in 
Wtriiral Anfon's voyage, in the ifland of' 
Tihian. There the country, we are told, 
has the. ^ir of a magnificent plantation, in 
which extenfive lawns, and ftatcly woods are 
artfully combined, and judicioufly adapted to 
the declivities of the hills, and the inequalities 
of the ground; which riles in gentle flopes 
from the beach to the middle part of the 
ifland : tho the general courfe of it's afcent 
is often interrupted by woody vallies, which 
wind irregularly through the country. 

Such exhibitions as thefe however are among 
the choiceft of nature's productions. We are 
not to expe6t fuch fcenes every where. And 
even in thefe pidturefque countries themfelves, 
the eye will often be repelled by deformities : 
yet almoft every where, we may expedt from 
pure nature fomething either of grandeur or 
beauty to amufe us. Even in countries like 
this in which we now travelled, where the 
foil and climate deny the luxuriant growth 
of wood, there is abundant amufement : 



-quae deferta^ et imhofpita tefqua 



Credis; amoena vocat> mecum qui fentit. 
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The coarfefl: face of natare is a comely face ; 
and tho her features, in theie barren countries^ 
have no great (hare of fwectnefs^ and beauty j 
yet there is always fometbing wildly graceful^ 
and expreflive in her countenance. 
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SECT. XXXII. 



A Poverty of landfcape from a want of ob- 
je<Ss, particularly of wood, is anothiir 
ftriking charaderiftic in the views of Scotland. 
A country, as we have feen under the laft 
head, may be in a (late of nature, and yet 
exceedingly rich. The various Jhues, which 
woody fcenes exhibit ; the breaks which they 
occaiion ; and the catches of light, which they 
receive, are abundant fpurces of what wq call 
richnefs in landfcape* In populous countries 
the various kinds of architecture, bridges, 
aqueduds, towns, towers, and above all the 
ruins of caftles, and abbeys, add great rich- 
(lefs to the fcenes of nature; and in remote 
diftances, even cultivation has it's ufe. Corn- 
fields, fallows, and hedge-rows, melted to- 
gether with Qther objects, we have often had 

J 3 oc- 
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occafion to obfervc, form one general rich 

mafs. 

Now in all thefe fourc«s both of natural^ 
and artificial ricbnefs we find the Scotch land- 
fcape every where greatly deficient. 

In the foregrounds indeecl this poverty (f 
land/cape is of little importance. Here the 
painter muft ijeceflarily take fome liberty in 
his views of the ricbeji country. It is rardy 
that he can form his comppfition without it: 
and in Scotland he has as good a chance^ 
as any where, of meeting with bfoken knolls, 
ragged rocks, or pieces of winding road, to 
give him a general hint for his foreground, 
which is all that he defires. But in the 
feveral removes of country, the Scotch landfcape 
* is not fo happy. In thefe it's poverty chiefly 
appears. In moft parts of England the views 
are rich. Near the capital efpecially objedls 
are fcatteried in fuch profufion, that unlefs 
the diilance be very remote, they are injurious 
to landfcape by difl:radting the eye. But the 
Scotch dijiance rarely exhibits any diverfity of 
objedls. ' It is in general a barren traft of 
the fame uniform unbroken hue; fatiguing the 
eye for want of variety, and giving the imagina- 
tion little fcope fpr the ^mufemcntj virhich it 

of- 
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Qftea finds amid the ambiguity of remoto 
obje£ts.-^Were it not for this general defi-». 
ciency of objedls/ particularly of wood, in th^ 
Scotch views, I have no doubt but they 
would rival thofe of Italy. Many a caftk 
Gandolfo might we have, ieated on an emi- 
nence, and overlooking an Alban l^e, and 
a rich circumjacent country^ The grand 
outlines are all laid in; a little fixiifhing is. 
all we want. 



Dr. Jphnfon has given us a pi<£lurc of Scotch 
landfcape, painted, I am forty to fay, by 
&e hand of peeviihnefs. It prefcnts us with, 
all it's defeds ; but none of it's beauties. 

*^,Thc bilk, %s he, are almoft totally 
covered with dark heath; and even that ap- 
pears checked in it's growth. What is not 
heath is nakednefs; a little diverfified, now 
and then by a ftr^m, ru(hing dovm the fteep. 
An eye accuftomed to flowery pailures, ^nd 
waving harvefts, k aftonifhed, and repelled 
by this wide iextentof hopelefs fterility. The 
appearance is that _pf. naatter, incapable of 
form, or ufefulnefs ; difmifled by nature from 
her care; difinhcrited of her fevours, and 

I 4 left 
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left in it's original elemental ftate; or qmck-« 
ened only with one fuUen power of ufelefs 
vegetation*." 

How much more juft^ and good-natured 
is the remark of another able writer on this 
fubjedl. '^ We are agreeably ftruck with the 
grandeur, and magnificence of nature in her 
wildeft forms — with the profped: of vaft, and 
flupendous mountains; but is there any ne« 
ceflity for our attending, at the &me time, 
to the bleaknefs, the x:oldnefs, and the bar- 
rennefs, which are uniyerially connedled with 
themf?" 

It is true indeed, that an eye, like Dr. 
Johnfon's, which is accuftomed to fee the 
beauties of landfcape only m Jhwery pafiures, 
and waving baroejisy cannot be attraded by 
the great, and fublime in nature. It will 
bring every thing to it's own model ; and 
meafure the proportions of a giant by the , 
limbs of a dwarf. Dr. Johnfon ^s, the 
Scotch mountain has the appeanmce of matter 
incapable of form, or ufeftdnefs. hi for it's 
uftfulnefsy it may for any thing he can know. 



• Weft, ifles, p. 84. * , 

t Sec Gregory's comparative view, &c. p. aig. 

have 
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have as much ufe ia the fyftem of nature, 
as flowery paflures^ and waving harvefts*. 
And as for it's being incapable of fomty he 
can mean only that it cannot be formed into 
corn-fields, and meadows* It's form as a 
mountain is unqueftionably grand and fublime 
in the higheft degree. For that poverty in 
objedls, or flmplicity^ as it may be called, 
which no doubt injures the beauty of a Scotch 
landfcape; is certainly at the fame time the 
fiurce offubtimity. 

Simplicity, and variety are the acknowledged 
foundations of all pidturefque efFedJ Either 
of them will produce it: but it generally 
takes it's tone from onef. When the land- 



* See Derham's Phyfico-theology (Book III. chap. 4) in 
iWhich the great ufefuhiers of mountains is examined. 

t Since this was written I met the fame remark in Mr. 
Shenftooe's thoughts on gardening. Tho our opinions are 
not in all points coincident^ they are wholly fo *in this* 
'* Grandeur' and beauty, fays he, are fb very oppofite, that 
you often diminifh the one, as you incfcafe the other. Variety 
IB moft akin to the latter; fimplicity to. the former. Suppofe 
a large hall, varied by art, with large patches of different- 
coloured clumps, fears of rocks, chalk-quarries, villages or 
farm-hottfes, you will have perhaps a more beautiful fcene; 
but much lefs grand, than it was before.'* 

fcape 
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fc2(pe 9p|HX>achos ncsixtxjimplkity^ it approaches 
neaffct the fublime ^ and when variety prevails^ 
|t tends m(M:e to the beautiful. A vaft range of 
mountains^ the lines of which are iimple; and 
the fur&ces broad^ grand> and e2:tienfive» is 
rather fublime than beautiful. Add trees upon 
the fore^ound, tufted \raods creeping up the 
fides of the hills» a caftle upon fbme knollj^ 
and ikiffs upon the lake (if there be one) and 
the the landfcape will ilill he fublime^ yet with 
thefe additions (if they are happily introduced) 
^he beautiful will predominate, — This is exadly 
the ca& of the Scotch views. The addition 
of fuch furniture would give them beauty. 
At prefent, unadorned grandeur is their cha- 
rafteriftic; and the produdion of fublime ideas, 
the effed. 

Yet fuch views are by no means void of 
th^ piSurefque. Their broken lines and fur- 
£u:esniix variety enough with their fimplicity 
to make them often noble fubjedts of painting; 
tho as we have obferved, they are lefi ac- 
conmsodated to drawing. Indeed theie wild 
fbenes of fublimity^ unadorned even by a fingle 
tree, form in themfelves a very grand Jpecies 
of landfcape. 
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It ih<yld not howerer ha in&rred, that 
Scotland is without wood* Dr, Johnfpn'^ 
remarks * on this fubjed^ ar^ too acqrQonious. 
It is true we meet with no J^ncient forefts ; 
and rarely with a fingle oak, elm, or beech, 
of dignity enough to adorn a foreground. In- 
: deed we rarely, except around the feats of the 

i . nobility, find any extent of deciduoua woods, 

. tho of inferior growth. That beautiful Ipecies 

I of landfcap?, which is fo common in England, 

under tfie denomination of park-fcenery, is 
little known in Scotland. But we met with 
I many ^ plantation of pine, many a 



\ 



-pUg» imea months ; 



mount^ns covered with fir, which when fully 
grpwn, and th?ir uniformity a little deftroyed 
by the axe, may hereafter have a fine effed. 
At prefent we iaw few extenflve plantations, 
that had attained any ikte of pidurefque 
perfedion. In fmaller plots, we found feveral 
that had. But till lately, I believe the Scotch 
nobility and gentry have not employed them- 



\ fclves much in planting. 



^ See Johiifon*s toor. 
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The Scotch fir, wKch generally tnakes a 
diftingui/hed part of thefe plantations, is na- 
turally a beautiful tree. A ftrait, regular ftem 
IS not the form which nature gives it. Left 
to itfelfi it's bole often takes an elegant turn, 
and it's branches, an irregular fbrm. It's 
growth is not very unlike that of the ftone 
pine, which is among the moft pidhirefque 
trees* It graces the views of Italy; and is 
one of the greatefl; ornaments of the ruins of 
Rome. In England we fcarce know it. But 
when the Scotch fir is left to it's natural 
growth, it frequently refembles this Ipecies 
of pine. As it attains age, it'e head forms 
a bufliy clump: and yet I know not, whe- 
. ther it is fo happy in this reipedt in it's 
native country; as when it i$ iayQurqd in 
England with a richer foil, ajid hajppier cli- 
mate. 

Befides the Scotch fir, the ipruce feems 
aLfo a native of this country : at leaft it flou- 
rifhcs here very happily. This tree has more 
than any other, what, in the language of 
poetry, hath been called tbejhadowypompof 
jloating foliage ; and in many fituatibns nothing 
combines better with other trees. It is often 
alio, as a fingle tree, an objeft of great beauty; 

Ipiring 
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ipirlftg ift !^4 pyramidal form; and yet vary-* 
ing it's lateral branches, fo as to remove every 
unpleasant idea of uniformity : , and when it 
receives the fun, it's, little broken parts, fplen-* 
did with light, and hanging againft the dark 
recefles, in the. body: of the tree, have a fine 
efFe<a, I am at prqfeflt hpjvever/popfidering 
thefe trees not as indiviiluals ^ but as they 
may in fonae places, by adorping barren parts^ 
aid that poverty, of landfcape, which is in 
general io prevalent in Scotland. . 

In thefe, fervices tho we meet iht ptne^mci 
fdidomer than we wiih, we find the dtciduoui 
tree ftill a greater ftranger in the country* 
Here,: :.%fid thefe we ipQ the largh, and the 
birchi'both. of. which flourilh; and both of 
which ire pi<ftur«fque. . But tho the- nobler 
frees, as we obfervcfd,. occur rarely; yet when 
we fee them thrive in many parts, particu- 
larly about Dunkeld, Inverary, Taymouth, 
Hamilton, and Hopeton-houfe, we cannot 
but fuppofe the country is in general a$ 
well adapted to fofter them, as the pinei 
and that the nakednefs of Scotland in this 
refpeft, is more owing to the inattention 
of the lords of the foil, than to any 

thing 
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in the climate. 

After all, however, I know not whether 
the pine^race are not) in a piSiureJque lights 
more adapted to the ruggednefs of the coun- 
tryi than the deciduous tree; which is more 
fuited to \ht fyhan fcene. 

fiefidesi in Scotland winter reign; three 
parts of the yeai*^ Tke oak protrudes it'i 
folkge Ia«e ; and is early difrobed. The pine 
is certainly a ifiore cheerful ; and a more fheU 
tertng winter*plant ; and of courfe not only 
better adapted to the fiene^ but to the ctimati 
alfo, 

of* pines, tvo doubt, very large plantations 
might every where be extended. Many of 
Ihe lUmmits of diountaiiii are indcS^ intrac- 
table; and« muft be left in theh- native, un« 
adotn^t grandeur: bcit iddng thd whole dif- 
tri<a, ihtough which w© travelled, as far as we 
touki judge from particular fpots, and yet 
thef* not particJulariy fevoured, a very large 
pfoportfon of the country might bear wood; 
and Scotland might again be, what we have 
feafon to -believe it once was, full of forefts, 
and woody fcenes. 

SECT. 
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SECT. XXXIIL 



WOOD however if. it exiftcd, could 
never be the > ^^ of Scotch iapd- 
fcape.^ It's.moui^taias> lake^^ and rivers are 
it's fwride. j -^^ 



ItV mountains are fo * various, that they 
appear in every (hape, which a induritsdn cant 
aflumej at leaft in every pidlurefque £haj)e': 
for (what is very extraordinary among fo large 
a coUedion of mountains) we meet with very 
few grotefque, or uapleafing forms. A gene- 
ral' elegance runs through their lines, and 
interfedions; and we found among them what 
we do not commonly find, not only grand 
objefts ; but agreeable compofition : fo true 
is the poet's remark, that in the wild fcenes 
of Nature there is fometimes 
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' ^ ' '■ ^ an tr't; 

Or ieeming art^ which, by pofition apt. 
Arranges fhapes unequal, fo to (ave 
That correipondent poize, which unpreferved 
Would mock our gaze with airy vacancy. 

A mountain^ is of ufe fometimes to clofe a 
diftanCd by ah elegant, varied line f and fome- 
times to come in as a fecond ground, hanging 
over a lake, or forming a ikreen to the 
nearer objedts. To each purpofe the Scotch 
rnotintains are well adapted. The diftances 
bfi this country, with all their uniformity. 
Have at leaf!: one praife, as we have oftea 
had occafion to obferve, that of behig bound- 
ed by a grand chain of blue mountains: 
and when thefe mountains approach, their 
fhapes arc generally fuch as may with litde 
alteration be transferred to. canvjts. 

I have however heard good judges ui land- 
fcape find much fault . with the Scotch moun- 
tains in general; and place them oa the wrong 
fide of a comparifon with the mountains of 
Italy, and other countries. I can only there- 
fore give my own opinion. modeftly on this head; 
fuggefting, at the fame tinie, that perhaps 
thefe travellers and I may have, drawn our 
co;iclufions from different parts of the country^f 
Thofe mountains^ which^I have remarked, t 

have 
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hive generally fpeclficd in the courfe of tnf 
journey-— Or, it may be perhaps, that thefe 
travellers admire mountains with fpiry tops, 
inftead of flowing lines ; which with me are 
not among objeds of pi&urefque beauty* 



The lakes of Scotland are as Various, as 
it's mountains: but they partake with them 
of the barrennefs of the country. In the 
neighbourhood of water one fhould expert 
fomcthing more of vegetation^ In gene-^ 
ral, however the Scotch lakes are very lit-^ 
tie adorned* You fee fine fweeping lines^ 
bays, receflfes, iflanda, caftles, and mountain-* 
ikreens ; all of which, except the caftles, are . 
in the beft flyle. But with thefe embellifli-^ 
ments you muft be content: wood you fel- 
dom find ; at leaft in any degree of richnefs^ 
or proportion.—- At the fame time if you 
wi(h to ^udy land/cape, perhaps you can ho 
'\vhere ftudy it with more advantage. For 
fcenes like thefe, are the fchools in which 

the elements of landfcape are taught thofc 

great outlines, without underibnding which, 
the art of finifliing is frippery. 
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Oue thing &rther may be ob&rved with 
regard to the lakes of Scotland ; and that is 
their dingy colour. The lakes of Cumber-* 
land and Weffanoveland have a remajrkahle 
pellucidity. They are fo tranfparent as to 
adniit'the fight many fathoms below the fur- 
lace: whereas all the Scotch lakes, which 
we faw, take a moily tinge from the moors 
probably in their neighbourhood : at leaft tfai^ 
were all, I think, of that hue» when we faw 
them. And yet I know not whether this 
tinge is of any great difadvantage to tbcok. 
It certainly afieds the general landfcape y&f 
little. In navigating the kke indeed; or in 
viewing it's fur&ce from the bank^ it p(€^ 
ients an unpleafant hue: and perhaps the 
refledions are not fo vivid^ as when the mir-- 
ror is brighter. Yet I have fometimes thought 
this dinginefs is perhaps more in harmony 
with the moorifli lands, which generally form 
the Scotch landicape> than if t\i» hue of the 
water had been more refplendent. 



The rivers in Scotland are in general very 
beautiful, ' They are all mountaih-ftreams ; and 
&eir channels^ as vtre have feen in the courfe 

of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( *3» ) 

bf this journey, commonly fretted in. rock. 
Their defcent of courfe is rapids and bro- 
ken. They arc true claffical rivers : 

: > ' f Decoffu npido 4e numtibiis altii 



Dant fonkum (pumofi 



I'heiir banks^ we allow, are feldom wooded^ of-- 
tea indeed without the leaft fringe : but when 
they are fortunate enough to find accompani- 
ments of this kind, as they fometimes do, they 
fi^rm fcenes, which perhaps np other coun<^ 
try can boaft« AnK)ng their beauties are 
their frequent cafcadesi which are generally 
of the broken kind. Sheets of water we 
rarely found. Their common properties are 
adaiirably defi:ribed in the following lines of 
a Scotch bard^, 

Wkyks * dwre a lysn * die bornie ' pltys^ 

Or through the glen it wimpled ^{ 
Whylcs tound a rocky fear it ftrays, 

Whyles in a wiel * it dimpled. 
Whylcs glittered to the nightly rays, 

Wi* bickering ^, dancing daaszle f 
Whylcs cobkit underneath the braes 7, 

BdoW the ^Kading hazle. 
•■■'■' ■•,.■> -. . 

• Burn's poemsi p. 170. 

■ i9^iiyi0s, fometiane a ■■ ■ * a //««, a cafcadc— — ' iumh, a 
brook——* wimples, windsi* ■ ■» aw/V/, a little wkiiipool-—^ 
• bickering, hafty^— .7 ^ookit undetneath the brats, appears, and 
difappears under the hills. 
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The eftuaries of the Scotch rivers exceed 
any, that are to be feen ia England. In 
England, their fliores are generally low, and 
tame: even the Welch mountains give little 
grandeur to the Severn, But in Scotland, the 
friths of the Clyde, and Forth, Loch-Fyn, 
Loch-^Loung, and many others, diiplay the 
nobleft, and moft beautiful fcenery. The 
Engliih eftuary, befides the flatnefs of it's 
fliores> is often too wide. The water gets out 
of proportion; which it always does, if it 
extend more than a mile, or a mile and a 
half in breadth. The Severn, and the Hum- 
her are both of this kind. Nor is the Sol- 
way-frith much better: it partakes too much 
of the tamenefs and difproportion of the Eng- 
lish efluary. But the Scotch eftuaries having 
their boundaries generally marked by the 
firmer barriers of mountains, are kept within 
narrower limits, and rarely exceed a proper 
width ; unlefs jufl: at their mouths, knd even 
then the height of the mountains is generally 
fuch, as to pre&rve a tolerable proportion 
between the land, and the water. 

One 
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One circumftance farther may be mentioned, 
and that is the gloomy, melancholy air, which 
commonly overfpreads the Scotch landfcape; 
I mean the highland part of it, which I have 
been defcribing, ** The highlands of Scot- 
land, iays Dr. Beattie, form a pidlurefque, 
but in general a melancholy country. I^ong 
tnufls of mountainous defert, covered with dark 
heath, and often obfcured by mifty weather; 
narrow vallies, thinly inhabited, and bounded 
by precipices refounding with the fall of tor- 
rents ; the mournful dafhing of waves along 
the friths, and lakes, that interfedt the coun-* 
try; and the portentous noifes, which every 
change of the wind, and every increafe, and 
diminution of the waters is apt to raife in a 
lonely region full of rocks, caverns, and 
echoes,'' are all circumftances of a melancholy 
caft; and tho they are not entirely of tl^e 
pidurefque kind; yet they are nearly allied 
to it ; and give a tinge to the imagination of 
every traveller, who examines thefe fi:enes of 
fditude and grandeur. 
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1$ E C t. XXXIV. 



AMONG the pidhifefquc appendages of 
this wild country^ we may confider 
the flocks, and herds, which frequent them. 
Here we have ftwnger ideas, than any other 
part of tbe.ifland prefbnts, of that primeval 
ftate, when man and bcaft were joint tenants of 
the plain. The highlander, and his cattle feem 
entirely to have this focial connedlion. They 
Irad their whole lives together, and in their 
diet, beverage, and habitation difcover lefs dif-- 
fererice, than is found between the higher and 
lower members of any luxurious ftate. 

Thefe groups of cattle were pidturefque, 
wherever we found them i tho we found them 
lefs frequently, than we could have expedled 
in a country, which is totally pafturage : for, 
altho the diftriift be wide, the herbage is 
fcanty. The animals therefore unable to feed 
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every where gregarioufly, as nature inclines 
them; are obliged to ramble apart, and pick 
up a fubfiftence, where they can. 

The cattle themielves, as individuals, are 
in general homely. Their colour is commonly 
blacky with patches of white ; which make 
together the moft inharmonious of all mix- 
tures. They are fmall; their countenances 
ufually four ; and their horns wide — very un- 
like the irn^l* curled^ beautiful horn of the 
Alderney, and French cow. But thefe de- 
formities are of little conlequence in a group. 
'-■ — The fheep are alfo diminutive and ordinary; 
but in their tattered rough attire, exceedingly 
piifturcfque. — Thefe fcenes too are often en- 
livened by a fpecics of little, wild horfcs ; 
which tho not ab(blutely in a ftate of nature, 
are perfedkly fui juris, for the firft three or 
four years of their lives. Some of the|e how-^ 
ever are very beautiful. 



Nor arc the cattle of this wild country more 
pidurefque, than it's human inhabitants. 
The highland drcfs (which, notwithftanding 
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an z6t of parliament, is ftill in general ufe*) 
is. greatly more ornamental than the Englifh. 
I ipeak of it's form^ not it's colour; which 
is checked, of different hues, and has a 
difagreeable appearance. The plaid confifts 
of a fimple piece of cloth, three yards in 
length, and half that meafure in breadth* 
A common one fells for about ten fhillings. 
The highlander wears it in two forms. In 
fine weather he throws it loofely round himj 
and the greater part of it hangs over his 
ihoulder. In rain he wraps the whole cloie 
to his body. In both forms it makes elegant 
drapery ; and when he is armed widi his piftols, 
and Ferrara*f« has a good effed:. Oftener 
than once we amufed ourfclves with defiring 
feme highlander, whom we accidentally met> 
tp perform the exercife of his plaid by chang- 



• As the highl^ders were fo extravagantly attached to their 
drefs^ the government, in the year 1784, in fome degree re- 
. Acred it to general ufe. But it is by no means univeHally 
Adopted. The herdiman of the mountains finds it> beyond 
all others convenient : but the farmer, who has a fettled abode> 
begins to think the Englifti drefs more commodious. 

t Andrew Ferrara, a Spaniard, was invited into Scotland 
by James the third to teach his countrymen the art of tempering 
ftcel. From him the bed broad-fwords take their name. 
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ing it from one form to the other. Triffing 
M the operation (eems^ it would puzzle any 
man^ who had not been long ui^ to it. — 
But to iee the plaid in perfection, you muft 
lee the highland gentleman on horfe-backi 
Such a figure carries you into Roman tiities ; 
and prefencs you with the idea of Marcus 
Aureliu^*. If the bonnet were laid afide 
(for the elegance of which but little can be 
£ad) the drapery is very nearly Roman. The 
bonivtt 1$ commonly made in the foirm of i 
beef^^ter** cap, which is very ugly. I have 
ibmetitaes however fecn the bonnet fit Ihugger 
to thi head, and adorned with a plume of 
feather*. It is then exttemely piaurefcjue. 

■ ■ When the common people take a journqr 

on horfe--back, they often gather up the plaid 
in a few plaits ^ artd fo form it into a cloak. 
In this fliape it is fcanty, and unpidlurefque. 

What little change three centuries have 
made in the drefs, and accoutrements of a 
Highlander, will appear from the following 
account, written in the tiine of Heniy the 
feventh. 



• Alluding to the antique. 
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^^ Altexam aquilonarem, ac montofam tenet 
genus hominum longe duriflimum ac aiperam^ 
qui fylveftres dicuntur. Hi fzgp, et interiore 
tunica amiciuntur ; nudifque genu tenus tibiis 
incedunt.' Anna funt arcus et fagitta?^ cum 
cnie admoduih lato, et pugione un4 tantum ex 
parte acuto*." — If we take away his bow, and 
arrows, and ftick a couple of piftols in his belt^ 
the highlander of thofe days, is the veiy 
highlander of thefc. 

• Pol. Virg. lib. I. p. n. 
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SECT, XXXV. 



IN point of* all improvements in landicape, 
and evciy exertion of tafte, the Scotch are 
very far bdiind their more fouthern neigh- 
bours. Few ideas of this kind of beauty have 
yet feized them. The lawn, the clump, 
and the winding walk, which carries you 
iimply to every thing worth feeing in the 
neighbourhood, are rarely found. The mo- 
dem river indeed I fhould not recommed to 
their imitation. It is generally a poor unnatural 
contrivance. One genuine Scotch torrent is 
fairly worth all the ferpentine rivers in Eng- 
land. — It is true, the Scotch landfcape boafts 
of nobler effe<Sls than thefe trivial fervices of 
art can produce: but even the grand fcenery 
of nature may fometimes be improved by the 
addition of a good foreground : and about the 
houfes of the noSility^^ where improvement is 
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avowedly aimed at^ the efforts ate generally 
cither feeble, abfurd^ puerile, or grdtefque. 
But a national taftc is long in forming. At 
the beginning of Henry the fecond Gothic 
archited:ure firft appeared, but it did not arrive 
at perfedion, till about the reign of Henry 
the iixth, which was nearly three centuries 
afterwards. — ^Thus too the Grecian, and Roman 
architedhire, which began to appear in Eng- 
land in the days of Henry the eighth. Was Ififof 
a heterogeneous compound ; and has not yet 
perhaps attained it's perfedt growth. 



About the beginning of this century appeared 
iirfl: the dawning of the prefent tafte in im«- 
proving gardens, and pkafure grounds > which 
is in fa£t nothing more than a fimpk endeavour' 
to improve nature by herfelf ; to colk£l ideas 
of the moft beautiful icenery; and to adapt 
them to different fituationsj preferving at the 
iame time the natural character of each icene. 
But this tafte, fimple, eafy, and natural at 
k appears, is yet by no means becotue general 
even in England^ The old idea that art 
muft do fomethirtg more than nature ^ is not^ 
yet obUt«rated j and we &e the ^j^tkffxf^ the 

formal. 
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formal, and the fantaftic ftill holding pofTcf- 
fion in many fccnes^ where we might have 
expected fimplicity, and nature* But the 
Scotch are ftill at leaft half a century behind 
the £ngli(h« In Scotland we iaw nothing 
in this way purely elegant. Even in their 
kt& improvements there is a mixture of the 
old infipidity« It muft be underftood however 
that I (peak of things, as I found them a 
dozen years ago. Many improvements may 
by this time be introduced. I have already 
mentioned the improvements, which I am 
informed, have been made around Hamilton* 
houic; and it is probable there may be many 
other. It will be bng however before this 
tafte can become general. 



With regard to archite&ure, painting, and 
ftatuary, very little is found in Scotland to 
detain a traveller. The duke of Athol's gar* 
liens are at this day * adorned with tawdry, 
painted, leaden figures, the product of Hide- 
park cornet. 



1776. 
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Before I conclude thefe remarks, it imy 
be neceflary, in juftice to myfelf, to fuggcft 
one confideration. It is very poflible that 
many^ who may travel this country, may fee 
amiong the natural objeds of it many which 
have efcaped my eye ; and lofe others, which 
qiine obferved. Objects too, may appear 
under very different forms to different per* 
ibns» All this will neceiiarily happen from 
the di£ferent circumftances, under which they 
arc fecn. A grand light, or ihade, thrown 
upon an objeft, gives it a confequence, with- 
out which it may eicape notice. One traveller 
feeing an offskip under the circumftance of a 
light, thin, mift, without attending to the 
caufe, cries out. What a beautiful diftance! 
Another travelling the feme road, an hour ' 
afterwards, finds the diftance gone; and in 
it's room an unpleafant, black heath. At 
one time a diftance might appear melting into 
the horizon; at another a lurid cloud might 
have taken pofleilion of the fky above it, and 
the diAance affuming it's indigo tinge, might 
be marked with a harfh, blue edge. To my 
fye, as the fun declined, a part of Dunbarton- 
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took appeared from the fhores of Loch-lo- 
mond, like a vaft tent, with one pf th6 
front-curtains drawn hick. To another perfon 
travelling in a morning, it would probably 
make an appearance totally different. I have 
touched on this fubjeft in another work*; 
and may add, that in a mountainous coun- 
try thefe variations are pidre common than 
any where elfe* Such countries are greatly 
affeded by lights, fliades, mifts, and a va-=- 
riety of other circumftances ; fo that in point 
of fize, fliape and diftance, two perfons may 
give very different accounts of the fame moun-^ 
tain, and yet both may be very exa6t. 

Amidft all thefe fources of uncertainty 
(which by the way are fources alfq of variety, 
and beauty) I have generally marked the time 
of the day together with fuch circumftances, 
as appeared fingular in the view ; and I hope 
whoever fhould fee the country, which I have 
defcribed, under the fame circumftances, in 
which it appeared to me, would find the de- 
lineation of it tolerably txi&. 



.• Sec the preface to the North. toUr, p. 7. 
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SECT. XXXVI. 



FROM Carlifle to Cockermouth, we paffed 
over dreary, unplcafant heaths. Some 
fcenery we found ; particularly at Cockbridge j 
and about Whitehall, an old defertcd manfion, 
belonging to the SaUcelds. The road to it 
happens to be fo conduced, as to form a gobd 
approach; 



As we mounted the hill, a little beyond 
Bowl, we had a grand view of the opening 
of the Solway-frith, into the Irifli-fea. It's 
breadth is confiderable^ and yet the mountain 
of Scrofell, which takes it's ftation near the 
mouth of the frith, on the Scotch fide, mdces 
a very refpe<9able appearance. Ta the right, 
we iee the frith narrowing through the fpace 
of many leagues : bqrond which the mountains 

L 2 of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



of Scotlahd rife in the diftance; while the 
Englifh border forms the nearer ground. 
The whole together is too cxtenfive for the 
pencil : but a good view might be taken of the 
fituation of Scrofell, a Scotch mountain at the 
mouth of the frith- — ^This was pur laft re- 
trofpea of a country which had afforded us 
fo much pleafure« 



As we approached Cockermouth> the moun- 
tains^ which occupy the middle of Cumber- 
land, begin to make a formidable appearance. 
One of them in particular, enlightened by 
an evening fun, ieemed fupported by vaft 
buttrefles, like fome mighty rampart, in the 
times of the giant wars. Each buttrcfs, I 
fuppofe, might be three or four times the 
height of St. Paul's church. When nature 
in any of her frolic-fcenes takes the .^fnblance 
of art, how paltry in the comparifon appqic 
the labours of men! At the fame time, 
in her frolic-fcenes flie is the lejjft pidlurefque. 



Cockermouth is one of the pleafantcft towns 
in the north of England. It lies in a finupus, 
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extended vale j fkrcened by that circular chain 
of mountains^ Skiddaw^ and it's compeers, 
which we have juft mentioned. But they 
do not hang over the vale : they are removed 
to a proper diilance; and form a grand back- 
ground to all the objedis of it. The vale 
itfelf is beautiful; confifting of great variety 
of ground, and more adorned with wood, 
than the fcenes of the north commonly are. ' 
But it's greateft ornaments are two rivers, and 
the ruins of a caftle. The rivers are the 
Derwent, and the Cocker; both rapid ftreams. 
The former is the larger ; to which the latter 
is but tributary.; At the. confluence of thefc 
rivers, clofe by the town, rifcs a peninfular 
knoll, in part probably artificial. Upon 
this ftand the ruins of the caftle; which 
are among the moft magnificent in England. 
Befides the grand appearance they n>ake on 
the fpot, they prefcnt an objecft in various 
parts of the vale, and dignify fome very pic- 
turefque fcenes. 

Few caftles have made fuch ample provifion 
for prifoners of war, as this. Here are two 
vaulted dungeons, each of them capable of 
holding fifty men. An aperture at the top of 
each is juft fufficient to lower down the un.- 
L 3 hap- 
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happy captive into it; and his food wa$ 
ihovelled through a fmall flit at the fide. 

It makes one fhudder to think of the 
wretched condition of a human creature^ (hut 
up in thefc chambers of horror. How dread-- 
ful would it be for the people of thefe more 
poliflied times to be carried back into thofe 
barbarous periods, when thefe lavage pradtices 
exifted. And yet there is fuch a correipofid- 
ence throughout the whole fyftem of manners 
in each aera, that people are happier perhaps 
under the intire habits of any one age, 
than they would be under a partial change, 
even tho that change were for the better. If we 
could ill bear a mixture with fuch fiivage 
contemporaries; they would perhaps be as 
much difcompofed with our poliflied manners. 
Nor did they feel as we fliould, a compaffion 
for that barbarous treatment, which they were 
ready to fufFer themfelves from the chance of 
war. 

The territory annexed to thi§ caftle by Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, was all that traft of 
country called Cppeland, at that time a mere 
foreft, ftretching between the river Dudden, 
and the Derwent. Tradition fixes the origi- 
nal feat of this little feudal empire at Pap- 

caftle. 
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csittle, about a ro3e from Cockermoatb; and 
informs us that Waldof^ in the age fucceed- 
ing the conqueft, de&rted it^, as not fufficiently 
extenfive, and built the caftle of Cpckermouth. 
At P^p-caftle no veiliges remain of any fuch 
fortrefs^ \>\xt the name and fite^ are both 
ftrong argun^ents for it's having cxifted. 

We fcarce req;icmber, in our whole tour, 
a pleafanter wall;;, than we had one evening 
in the meadows along the banks of the Der-f 
went. The whole fcenery is pleafant^^ an4 
as we returned by the higher grounds, wp 
had through the whole walk, a varying vie^y 
of the caftle of Cockermouth ; which the 
not the moft beautiful objeft, has at, leaft 
a grandeur, and dignity, whiph make it interr 
efling in every view. 



From Cockermouth to Kefwick, (which 
was our next ftage) lead two roads. One of 
them, over the mountain of Whinlater, is 
called the upper road: the lower pafles by 
Armithwaite-bridge, and the lake of Baflen- 
thwart. Let the traveller enquire for the 
latter; and not be deterred, tho the prudent 
innkeeper info^-m him, that the Whinlater-road 

L 4 is 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( '5« ) 

is both better^ and nearer. He will find the 
lower road very good ; and inftead of repining 
at being carried two miles about^ he will wifh 
he had been carried twenty; (at leaft if he 
is bent on no errand of importance) fo amply 
will the inconvenience be repayed by a fuc- 
ceffion of fcenery, in which grandeur and 
beauty combine to entertain him. 

He will firft be prefented with a mountain- 
vifta; which he muft confider as the grand 
portal to the fcene he approaches. This vifta, 
which he purfues about four miles, is termi- 
nated by the mountain of Skiddaw, 

The furface of this mountain, when we 
faw it, exemplified very ftrongly an incident, 
to which thefe vaft bodies are fome times 
liable; that of falfe Jloadonios. Scarce any 
thing gives higher offence to the pidturefque 
eye. — ^Whoever pretends to any (kill in 
painting, tho he may • not be verfed in all the 
theory of light, yet cannot be ignorant of 
thefe general principles — that the light falls 
on all the objeds of a landfcape in^ one direc- 
tion — that all the fhadows arc of courfe thrown 
on the oppofite fide — and that extended fhadow 
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18 one . great fouf ce of that breadth, a^ the 
painters call it, both in nature, and in paint- 
ing, in which fimplicity confifts. 

Now on the vaft furfaces of thefe elevated 
bodies it ibmetimes happens, that in the room 
of this fimple illumination, we fee what I 
have exprefled by the ttvmfalfejhadows | which 
are occafioned by fmall floating clouds inter- 
cepting the light, and throwing their fhadows 
promifcuouflyj and often where we fhould 
naturally expeft light. Itijlat countries thefe 
falfe Jhadows are rarely difgufting. They are 
often loft in cavities : they are often broken and 
difperfed by intervening objedls : they are often 
lengthened by perfpeAive, and fo lofe their dif- 
agreeable form : they are often alfo thefource of 
great beauty, by leaving catching lights upon the 
diftant parts of a landfcape, or fome happy 
illuminati9,n upon an objed at hand. Indeed 
this fortuitous circumftance is often employed 
by painters with' great eifedl*. 

But when thefe falfe fiadowsy are patched 
againft the fde of a mountain^ and held up 



* See Vol. L p. 12. 
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to the eye in their full ike and dknenfionsi the^ 
are almoft ever accompanied with gre^t con* 
fufion — A funfhinjr, windy day therefprpj with 
finall floating clouds, is the worft kind of wea- 
ther for viiewing a mountainous country • 



At the end of the viila, we came to the 
brow of the hill, called the Ray^ from whence 
we had a noble view. The iegnient of a vaft 
circle, many leagues in circumference, opened 
before the eye. It was a cultivated val^ 
ikreened by Skiddaw, and other mountains, 
which winding round pufhed their baies into 
it, in different diredions ; forming many bays, 
and promontories of broken ground as they 
united with the vale. In the middle^^ a portion of 
the lake of BaiTenthwait made an ample fweep. 
Here beauty was introduced into our landfcape, 
and mixed with the fublime. The whole 
valley indeed was amufing in a great degree; 
tho too exteniive to be the objed of paint- 
ings 



From the Ray defcending into the valcjj 
we had as grand a vifta formed by the lake 
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of Baflenthwait, as had been formed by did 
mountains juft before. The lake of Baflen* 
thwait is not among the moft beautifallakes 
of the north. It is about four miles longj 
and rarely more than half a mile in breadth. 
It feldom therefore has fpace enough to bear 
it's proportion in the noble fcenes, in which 
it is engaged ^ cfpecially when viewed acrofs : 
but as we here took it in perfpeftive, it 
made a noble appearance, running up among 
the mountains, and lofing itfclf behind them. 
Skiddaw formed the left fkreen of this vifta; 
Thornthwait-cragg the right, and the moun- 
tains of Borrowdale filled the centre. 

We had another very fine view of the lake 
at Owfebridge, where the river Derwent leaves 
the waters of Baffenthwait* Here alfo wc 
faw the lake in perfpedive, which gives it 
a fpreading appearance ; and more confequence, 
than it commonly has. — On it*s banks (lands 
Armithwaite, where we had the fame view over 
the lake, which the road had juil prefented 
to us. jT- 



We np\y approached the northern fide, of 
Skiddaw. This mountain is in moft parts 

^ fmooth. 
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finootb^ tame» and unfurniflied. But on this^ 
fide, it makes it's befl apppearance. It is 
channelled and guttered, in it's higher parts; 
and often adorned with large proportions of 
rocky ground. In one place it exhibits two 
vaft bafons. The whole mountain ieems 
divided into an upper, and a lower region. 
The lower fprcads into fheep-walks, which 
run as far as the guttered channels; and in 
many parts infinuate themfelves among them, 
till all diftindion of furface is loft in the 
heights of the mountain. A greyifh tint over- 
Ipread the middle parts ; contending with purple 
as it rofe higher ; till at length the purple 
gained the afcendant, arid took poffeffion of 
aH the upper regions of the mountain. 

This was the appearance, which Skiddaw 
exhibited at a fecond diftance: but the road 
ibon brought us under it's bafe, where all 
it's upper regions difappeared; and we could 
fee nothing but the immenfity of it's fkirts. 



Here we were entertained with another 
grand mountain-vifta. A concave part of 
the bafe of Skiddaw, fwceping to the road, 
formed the near ikreen on the left; on the 
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right was a cham of brakeir mountains, run- 
ning into perfpedlive; and the lake^ having 
now changed it's forn?^ appeared like a noble 
river, winding under them. 

Our landfcape too had all the advantages, 
which light could give it. After a difturbed 
day, the evening was ferene. All the falfe 
Jbadcws had fled with the clouds; the lightJi 
Wtire ftrong, and permanent; and under fuch 
illumination, every mountain fummit, and 
every woody knoll, had taken it's proper 
form, tog^er with ijt's proper hue* 

We iiill continued winding round Skiddaw, 
the fides of which are every where rather 
((helving, than ileep« But as we now began 
to veer round towards it's fouthern afpedt, 
we loft all the guttered channels, and rocky 
promontorks which invefted the northern fide 
of the mountain. Smooth pafturage ieemed' 
ixow to cloath it to the top.-pThe road is good 
every where round the mountain j y^hich con- 
tinually (hpds from it^s fkirts a kind of £bi- 
vering^ flaky ftmtum, whi<p|i binds \m^f and 
is perfedly finooth. 
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Wc now Came to thfc ifthmian part, wlilcil 
divides the two lakes of BaiTenthwait, and 
Keiwick. The beautiful meadows, at the 
head of the lake, full of cattle, made a plea-^ 
fing appearance; contrafted, as they were, 
with rocky mountains on every fide. 

As we approached ftill nearer, the vald 
of Kefwick, began to open ; ihd we had a. 
grand view of the mountains of Borrowckle j 
arrayed in all the fplendor of an evening-fun; 
Thefe are among the mofl: broken of all the 
mountains of the north: and their ragged 
points, on a nearer approach, wear rather 
a fantaftic form; but at the diftance from 
which wc now viewed them, cveiy grotefque 
appearance was loft; and their broken points 
were admirably fitted to receive the iharp 
catches of light, with which th^ were all 
illcrmined* Below the mountains appeared 
the fkirts o( the lake of Kefwick. Wc few 
the whole fcenc afterwards to great advantage, 
from the higher grounds, which fully com«^ 
mand this grand^ and beautiful landfcapo. 
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SECT. XXXVIL 



THO i(ve liad feen the lake ^f KeCvmk 
many times ; yet fach a icene i$ .&& 
anexhauft&le fbnd of beauty. It always pre- 
ients fomething new. Our next undertakinjg; 
t3ierefore ^fas to ride 4Y)und the lake^ wli^cH 
we bad never done before^ It is about elevea 
mSes in ckoumferenceu Amufing boyireyer 
as this circuit is^ it Teems .to have been fp little 
fneqwntedt <hat altho ^c i^ere under the 
condud (of ^n inhabitant 4>f the place^ we 
had fome difficulty in Ending even a bridle** 
road : and ytt materials are fo plentiful^ that a 
little fixpervce miglrt eafify make it coow^odiou^ 
fcM- wheels. Were the road better^ the tour 
of the lake of Kefwick would perhaps be one 
of the grandefl^and moft beautiful rides in Eng- 
land. You are* not carried along this margin 
of the kke^ which in many parts is probably 

ob«^ 
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obftnided by large promontories of rock running 
into the water; but you wind often among the 
higher grounds, and Hope along the fides of 
the hills* The whole lake together you feldom 
lee : but you have, every where, the moft 
beautiful views of portions of it ; open bays, 
deep recefles, and fpreading fheets, accom- 
panied, both in the diftance, and foregrounds, 
with fuch variety of rock, wood, and broken 
knolk,^ as few lamficapes exhibit in fix fmall 
% compais* 



From the eaftdrn fide of ^ lake^ which 
we had traverfcd oftaier than oner, the weft* 
ern fide appears wafte and banm> Oil th4 
weftern fide, we had never hieen ' before ;: and 
were furprifed to find it, what it did not 
appear at a diftance, full of beauti&l icenery^ 
Ringfide-fell, which makes a part of it, is 
a grand, ^nd well (haped mountain. The 
other mountains, between it and fia^sntbwaite 
are too much broken • 

Of the iflands upon the lake we had fcveral 
views j of Lord's ifland cohered with wood) 
of St. Herbert's, newly planted with fir i 
and of Vicar's ifland, fiat, plain, and culti-^ 

vated*- 
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Vated* lo fbme places too we had a view of 
them all together* 

Lodoar was in great penury, wh^ we paft 
it. Itiftead of roaring over the mighty rocks, 
which.fcft-ms.it's delccht,..:it fell gently downi 
gliding. laipong them with feeble tone, not 
having [forc^ jpf water,,. refift it's obftruc- 
tions. ; ,..,•• •'''.!•: 



A circuit round the lake, naturally £uggefls 
the viiionary idea of improving: jt. ..:If the 
whole lake (I >meah the whole . diftrid; of land 
and water, contained within the circumference 
of tbe mountains,) belonged td ohe perfon, 
a nobler :fcenc for improvement Could hot 
well be cppceived. This grand circunaftr* 
ence, it is tvMi in all it's vaftnefs and^^tent, 
iets at nought all human power; and.refifts 
every idea of improvement : yet ftill in fonie 
parts an impreflion might be made. It might 
he rendered mare acceffibk'— it might be cleared 
of deformities'-^it mi^t be planted-^zxid it 
might he decorated. 
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In the firft plsci^ it might be rendered 
more accejjibk. We have jttft feca how xJif- 
ficalt it is to gst recind the hke ifi it's prefent 
ftate. Half it's beauties are loft. An eafy 
road therefore might be tratdd. I do not 
ifierel^ tM2X^ a go«d «arr^ge rMd; btit&idi 
a road, as might bbtb fofm ji plcafing tint 
in itfelf; and fliew the beauties of difc 
lake to the beft advantage. This improvement 
would require both tafte, and ftudy. Many 
a furv^ of the lake AttiE bor ttikexi^ Both 
from the higher and! loWer grovnudsy to find 
but, where the road ini^t ' o^^n bt :fi)lne 
beautiful part, without I6&ng it's own beauty 
•-*•^)i;?here It ttii^h^ rUM' dljliquely, and- ^i^ 
tmly -caisjhirig vtewfi^^^^^ where it nflglic fen^- 
ti»^ }«(^ aU View tof the Me. A jk^& 
in a grand clontiiiQation ' of fceflety, is diteii 
as pieafing as in a comxtt of mufi^; It makes 
the eye in one x:z&\ ^s the ear in the ocberi 
mpreakrt for evtiyi ileH^ exhibi^c^s. 

. Befidn tliis aititpfo fxxid rmmd flMt take^ 
thefe i»ight bfe a^lrfety of -paths, dff!^ i^ 
queflered walks cut through it} from w^ch> 
in fome part or other, every fcenc of the lake 
might be viewed in it's mod piilurefque 
^m. 

Our 
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Our next biifincfs Would be. fo remove 
deformities — fuch deformities efpeciklly as . ob- 
truded thcmfelves from the road, or paths. 
And here I fhould perhaps find a difficulty 
in fettling with many people, what was a 
deformity. In nature's works there is feldom 
any deformity. Rough knolls^ and rocks^ 
aiid broken ground^ are of the very effence 
ojf beautiful landfcapei It is man with his 
utenfils, who . prints, the mark of deformttj 
C)n Nature's works. Almoft every thing irt 
which he is concerned, I Ihould wKh to re-i 
move. In thefe rough grounds indeed therd 
is not much of this kind that offends i and 
feme of his works, the cottage efpefcially^ 
under particular circumftancesi is an objed: 
pf beauty: tho in general thcfc arc not the 
icenes which it fiiits. 

But notwithftanding the beauties of nature^ 
it may happen that fome deformities, even 
in her operations may exift. We often obfervc 
t]i)e craggy points and fummits of mountains 
*pt well formed; and the mountain itfelf not 
eiadtly fliaped. With thefe things however 
we muft reft fatisfidd.^^Yet fometinies, in 
M 2 fmall^ 
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fmaller matters, a natural deformity may be 
done away. An awkward knoll, on thtfore^ 
ground, may offend; which art may remOvej 
or at leaft correft. It may remove alfo buflies, 
and rough underwood; wliich, tho often 
pidlurefque, are yet fometimes in the way. 
It may remove alfo a tree, or a clump, which 
may have placed themfelves between the eye, 
and fome beautiful part of the fcene. Farther 
than this we dare not move— unlefs perhaps 
we wifli to give the line o^ the lake a more 
pleafing fweep, by paring away cautioully 
— very cautioufly — ^here. and there a little of 
it's margin. 



We begin next with planting: In this 
bufinefs ihe improver might wifh to Have the 
lake in it*s primeval ftate fhrrounded with 
ancient wood. He might wifti that cutting 
away, rather than planting, fhould be necef- 
iary : but as that cannot be, he muft be con- 
tent to plant: and this he muft do,, chiefly 
for the fake t>( pofterity, whom he muft leave 
to admire his work : for tho he may plant, it 
will require an age to bring hi^ work to 
perfedlion. * ' ' 

The 
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- The phief ufesi- of planting iA.fcenery, are^ 
to fet off beauty r'2itiAAo /?;V^ fuch- deformities 
as' we cannot r^/»i(W^. 

Nature has Varipufs coverings for her fur- 
faces. Grafs is her principal, and general 
covering. 'This, however is only- ^ thin drefs, 
clofe and tight, which following the form 
:a£ her limbs, gives little ornament to them. 
Wctds of various kinds, flirubs, and brufh- 
.wood form another fpecics of veft, and often 
a- rich one. But her richeft, and moft orna-r 
tnental mantle, is wood, which flio fpreads 
in various forms, and various colours, over 
the earth; and in- uninhabited countries- in 
fuch profufion often as to blot out landfcape. 
In inhabited countries however woods of this 
clofe texture, and wide continuance, are un- 
common : yet we always wiih for a*commarid 
of fuch wood in all our improvements — not 
only for the reafon already given, that old 
timber is more ' beautiful than * young j but 
becauie nature always plants with much more 
pidurefque beauty, than man. Man cannot 
put a twig into the ground without formality : 
and if he put in a dozen together, let him 
put them in with what art he pleafe, his 
awkward handy work, will hardly ever be 
M 3 effaced. 
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(Bfikced^ Nature iieould be $(hmieA td own 
his work — ^t leaft, tiU it had been matumi 
by a long courie of yetrs^ . The b^ft mode 
of plantings 19, to plant profu^y 1 aofl thu$ 
to ai&rd /cope for tl^ felling aixe^ The felling 
tze is the ioftramenty whidi gives the ^riiflnfig 
itouch of pidixrefqu^ effisd. I( fixins the 
joutline ; and mark^ the braiaks. No faaniaii 
judgment can manage this bnfinefs compkatly 
in the firfl ^nting: yet human judgment^ 
in the £rft planting, fhould neverthcleis dq 
what it can: and under the n^anagemeilt of 
tafte thefe artificial woods may attain great 
beauty; and vje in fome degrep with th^ 
fupcrior cffed of ^nature. . 

As for any particular rules for plantings fuch 
a fcene as this^ none can be given* They muil 
be adapted to the fpot. : Foregrounds and 
backgrounds are equally fufceptible of ^he 
beauties of wood. Only, itt general, cpntrafi 
ihould be obfervcd. The* whole fide of ^, 
hill for inftance, ihould not be planted^ but 
parts of it left bare. Sometimes the top fnay 
be planted) arid foraetimes the bottom: and 
if the wood run down to the lake in one 
part; in another the contiguous Sk&re will 
perhaps ' appear- better unadorned. The fore- 
grounds 
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grounds faowerar xnuft gently be adorned 
wrath wood* * 

Bnt wood> befides it's u& in adorqing 
iandfcape, is .of u& alio in Jbiding it's defor«- 
mities. The lake and it^s invioctfis, however 
beautiful, ivJiU always hare unaoy parts to 
hide. But to hide them from everjr ftadon 
would be impoffible. in £6 extenfive a fcene 
they muft prefcnt themfelves in numberleft 
places. And yet perhaps the ^me objeft 
may appear from one ibtion as a beauty^ 
and preient it&lf from another as a deformity. 
AH however that can be done on this head» 
is to haire refped: to the feveral roads^ and 
paths you have marked out ; and to en-<^ 
deavour, as much as pdlible^ by trees on 
the foreground, to plant out, from thence 
at leafty every thing ofFeniive. Even fome 
of the informed points, and prominences of 
moAintains, where thi^ are moft oSkn&ve^ may 
be ikreened, in ibme vie>vs at k$tft> by the 
foliage of a ipreading tree. 



We come laftly to the adorning of fuch 
a fcene as this. I mean the addition of artificial 

m^nament^ 

M 4 But 
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. fiut before asy^ wiode of ornament can b« 
fettled^ the queftion muft be afkcd. For what 
furfoji do you mean to adorn ? Do jjfou intend 
to build a manfibn in fome^part of the fcene? 
r-rOr, .do yoa m^n it "only for the * 'wild fce-^ 
nery of a park ; oir what i$ ! commonly called 
a .riding? We have yet done nothfiig, but 
what may be accapinmodated ali^ • to both 
the£2t..pur|)ofes. • 

If you, mean to build, it behoves you well 
to fix the fpot with judgment. I ihould 
traverfe the boundaries of the lake many times ; 
examine it in all feafons ; axkl not detem^e 
a point, of fuch importance;^ in lefs tjian half 
a fummer. I (hould at pnce however rcfolve 
not to follow the example of the earls of Der^ 
wentwat^r» and choofe one of the little^ flat^ 
unvaried iflands for toy lefidence. , The& 
iflands may often make the objeB of ia fcene : 
but none of them has octent to make z fcene 
itfelfi ' or to unite well with the fcenery 
around. 

Having determined your fpot, and buil^ 
your houfe, you next adorn it. Much of the 
wild brufhwoodof the country muft give way; 
and an elegant neatnefs take- place ^ which 
growing rougher by degrees, will unite itfelf 

with 
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with the wildneftf of the country. Havii% 
levelled the ground^ where too roug^^. and 
and given an elejgaat* play to it, you next 
plant your groves, and clurpps, open your 
lawns, and condud: your walks. In all.thefe 
things, the fituation you have chofen muft 
determine you. If. it cquld be done commo- 
diouily^ I 0)oul4 . wi£b to have the grand 
lawn before the houfe fweep down to th^ 
watei;'s: edge. And yet I (hould not be per- 
tinacious on t^s point, becauie other views 
of the lake'might be equally interefting>' 
. When you have thu5 laid put your different 
fcencs, I fhould not objed: to your adorning 
fo large aji extent v^ith a templei or two{ 
provided they were objedts pleafing in them* 
felves; adapted to their, fituations; and not 
both feen glaring together. I fhould not 
pven objed, if you chofc to place fome art- 
lefs objeft as a point of view on the other 
jide of the lake: for I conclude your houfe, 
pr fome of the grand walks, will open to tbe 
oppofite fhores. If you choofe to adorn your 
^iftant view in this way^ let not the objed: 
you make choice of, be fome odd appearing 
thing, flaring from the top of a hill, like a 
tower, or a fpire, where you know no fuch 

thing 
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thing couM probably be placed. Neither let 
it ihad dittdly in the front of your view ; 
the defign of it will be fufpefted. As to 
the kind ofnijeS^ it muft be fbmethiBg^ which 
will not diigrace your invention, if it is to be 
ktfi upon the fpot. It will be difficult to direct 
you. But if you hefitate about a piDper ob-» 
jeA, you had better at once ^ve up the in-* 
tention. 

But perhaps you do not mean 4o build a 
tnanjhn i but mean only to adorn the invirons 
of the lake, as a wild park fc&ne. In that cafe 
little ornament will be wanting. If the ruins 
of a cafUe, or abbey could be built, and Ra- 
tioned with verifimilitude, and propriety, they 
would undoubtedly be a great ornament. Their 
fbtion fhould be accommodated to the road, 
and walks ; and yet muil appear, not as if fixed 
by defign, for the purpofc of ornament ; but as 
if naturally chofen. They fhould alfo be in a 
magnificent fiyle. If you are fatisfied with 
bringing a few loads of brick, or ftonc; and 
putting them together in feme odd fhape, white- 
ning them over, and calling them a ruin, you 
had better do nothing. You may diigrace what 
you wiflied to adorn; and fliould always 

re- 
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f«mcmb^f that the (i^m h sBk to fap|)ort ii^lf 
j^ithout any oraamcnt. 

I know no other ornameats proper to the 
Invirons of tbs lake^ jsxc^pt perhaps a bridge 
or two I for which J ihoiiild thbk,. there 
might be great choice of fituations. But I 
ihould wiih the form of them to be that of 
^e rumbling brig in Scotland *$ rather z% 
joining rocky chafms, than as paflages over 
rivukts. Of courfe therefore . they fhould he 
So conftru(5ed, as to ferve the purpofes of 
tiie roadf. The form of an aquedu<3; might 
be introduced with propriety. The Alpine 
bridge * alfo might have a good effed. 
Such a bridge is conftrudted only of a few 
rough pines, iplit, and held together by raf- 
ters^ and pins. Chafins, over which fuch 
l^ridges might be thrown, are frequent about 
the lake. But here too you muft follow the 
ideas of probability (which is nature as far 
as it goes) and throw the bridge over fome 
part, where it appears really to' be wanted. 
Your path muft lead over it; or at leaft be. 
direded oyer fonie fafcr place in it's neigh- 



• See Vol. I. page \2^* 
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bourhood; thit iht Banger of the bridge nSOtj 
appear plainly to be the caitfe rf ifs defertkn. 
j^tiA all matter of on^amenty letthe once-more 
. dkivife you to be fparing. I have heard, tbat^ 
iinct thefe ob&rvations were made, the lake 
of Kefwicky as well as other kkes> hath beeti 
injured by ibme miferable, and taftelefs orna- 
ments*. Let me intreat you not to add to 
them; nor to incourage a wretchid tafte; 
which may in time, as each proprietor oi^ the 
lake takes it into his head, creep every v^ere 
iarOundit; and deftroy by degree^ th^ fimpli- 
city, and beauty of one of the graiideft, 'and 
moft pleaiing fcenes in Britain. ' 



* From this cenfure I Ihould wifh to exclude fome improve- 
inents, which have lately been made on the weftem fide of 
^e lake^ by lord William Gordon. *« I never faw them ; and 
pnly accidentally heard of them» fince this work went to the 
prefs ; but from what I could learn, I ihould fuppofe they are 
'ipiade> as far as they go> on the jprinciples here laid down. 
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S. E C T. XXXVIII. 



FROM. Kefivick we; took the common 
road to KecidaL; and were greatly aiQUr^ 
&d> as we had often been before; with the 
grandeur and beauty of the fcenery; whic}^ 
two ideas go hand in hand: through aU ^this 
country. > Sometimes one prevails : , fometime^ 
the others .2^ /qme^e^ - we ;are ftrack with 
the.:united. force of ^ both. Ideas of fimplq 
grandeur wea?e; generally fjiggeftcd ietween 
Kfifwickf and Amblefide i apd of beauty chiefly 
between Amble^e^ ^nA l^exidti. 



From Kendal /to Lancafter the country 
aCumes a tamer afped. . At Lancailer we 
toidd not avoid afcending the caftle-hill^. to 
^ditiire the fqene of diftant n^ountains it dif* 

playedi 
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played, tho we had often admired it heforei 
But it was now attended with accompaniments^ 
which were new to us ; and which of courfe 
made the fcene a new one ; a$ all fcenes are^ 
\l/hen viewed in difierent lights^ and different 
^aibns. The day was FOUgh, ind boifterousj 
and tho we had often ieen this grand bay 
in a calm, we had never before ieen it in a^ 
ftorm. The tide had wholly overfpread it^ 
and tho there was not depth of water (as 
the whole bay is ut heft ! but a- flcocted . ianf- 
bank) to ftir op the grand fwelE of tbe oceani; 
yet it had depth c&ough to hslfftaify ^gi* 
tated. ; 

But if it's wutbrs wanted i&ffbi they had 
fxf^- fully- proportioned tO'^tbe- moontains^ 
that invirdned them ; and all together p9d* 
diiced^ a very -grand cffcS. ^ Thtf ptAtM& 
however of this lioble exhibition a'rofc cha^f 
jfrom the adventitious circumftances, which 
attended it* The violence of thc^ ftorm had 
confounded in one mafs of driving vapotirs, 
air, fea, and mountains; and the fublimity 
ky in -the emerging of eath of thefe objedg 
occajfionally from the mafs of cdnfiilion, 10 
which it Was involved. Sometimes the broad 
back of a mountain would appear; wbiltf 

thtf 
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ivliai^:l^e the mighty ^faxic yniraeSbtdz 
ft>f^adftit"s lower fkirts^tvereobicuted;: 9ome- 
tim€tt'4he'ba&^ appeafced whitened hy the : furges 
o£ the Aidie t ^riiile the iiimmit of the . moan- 
«dn^ invdvied ih^vkpotuv left the iinagination 
io feek it among the clouds* Even bbje^ 
Aill fn»llfar> did not want thtir effedl, - the 
foried £ks.of iixch ifta-fbwl as fly in floek^, 
urging their flight throogh idie flbmi ift SnU 
array, were contrafled by others of a more 
devious, courfe ; as the gull particularly, which 
turning her breaft, and wings to the wind, 
gave herfelf to the hhA ; iand was carried away 
far to leeward, as if dpiighted with fporting 
in the ftorm: then, as the guft had ipent 
itfs^ force, ihe would recover her courfe; 
nmnic agaki^ iniK> the air, and again roiew 
her i^stial paftime. 

But the greatef): ornaments of this^^boifterous 
l>ay^-^wett the fkifF», wluch traverfed it in 
various pafts, tiiiaking to the little ports, which 
lit ^aimg k'i ihonv. Thdr different forms, 
atid gfk)^, as^ Chey were tumbled about by 
the wind, were very amufing. One veffcl 
there was of larger dimenfions, which ieemed 
to have hecn oiit at fea, and from her ragged 

faib 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( '76 ) 

:£iik to hive fufiered fitm the florin^ She 
was working her couiie» widi an adverie 
wind, m. tacks, as tbey phraie it, athwart 
the bojr. In fooie fituattoos her appearance 
was formal : bat> when ihe was forefliortened, 
heeling 6om the wind> and driving dm \¥hite«> 
ned fea before hd*, Sbe was very pidocdGiue. 
ShakeQ)ear had his beautiful mend ready on 
every occafiom On :Ae exhibition jof (iich 
a pi&ure he would. %y 



-How. Jike a prodigal 



The fcarfed bark puts froxH her native bay. 
Hugged, 'ud embraced by the ftnunpet wiadl -' • 
H^ like a prodigal dodi (he retnra. 
With weather-beaten libs, and ragged fails,. ; . 
Torn> .craved, and beggared by the fbrumpet wind ! 

In the n&ean thne we could have %i(hed 
^r a bvrft of reiplendency to ^&i»Wi..atinter«i> 
vals, a vivid ray on the landscape*— to brightea 
^e mountain top, or the fwelliqg fail of the 
ikiffl Nothing is (Borc; .pi^refque, than a 
ftorm thus enlighten$ed^* But we were not 
fofortunate* One gU)onpiy tint ovcdpread the 
whole pi^ure;.and the.fever^ pbjeiSts that 



• See Northern Tour, Vol. I. page 12/6. 
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were feen, were feen rather from an indiJiinSi 
Jbadow, than any effe£i of light. 

One appearance indeed we had of folar 
illumination^ which is of no ufe in enlighten- 
ing objefts;, but is exceedingly pifturefque ; 
and- that, is thofe broad, diverging beams, 
which the fun, concealed behind a cloud, 
ihoots down through a cloudy horizon. But 
let the painter, when he adorns his landfcape 
with appearances of this kind, take care that 
th^y diverge naturally. Without a little phi- 
lofophy the beft efforts of his pencil will be 
awkward. I have feen a pidture,. in which 
the artift wifhed to adorn his landfcape with 
a rainbow; but thinking a femicircle rather 
formal, he drew it in perfpedtive. 

This bay, from the fetting of the currents, 
is at all times, fubjeft to very rapid tides. 
But -when the wind is ftrong from the fouth- 
weft, the waters rufh in with a violence , that 
is aftonifhing; as many unfortunate travellers 
have fatally experienced. Nor is this the 
only danger, with which thefe pathlefs deferts 
are attended. The tide often leaves them 
interfperfed with quickfands, which vary their 
fituation. As it faves however feveral miles 
to crofs this track of fand from Lancafter 

VOL. II. N to 
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to Ulvcrfton, Cartmcl, and the other tbwnS 
upon the coaft^ you can feldom look over 
it from the ftation where we now ikood, when 
the tide is at ebb ; without feeing it Jtpired, 
as the landfcape-painter fpeaks, with fevcral 
paffengers; fometimes fblitary, and fbmetimes 
in companies. For the accommodation of 
travellers, the government pay two guides 
from the rents of Conifhcd-abbey, (as the 
monks formerly did) who relieve each other, 
and condudt paflengers, at ftated hours, over 
the mofl dangerous parts : tho many people, 
who think they are as' well acquainted with 
the fords themfelyes, truft to their own dif- 
!pretioHf 
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SECT. XXXIX. 



AS we leave Lancafter, the broken coaft 
ftill affords us many views of land, 
and water, with ftretches of fand interlperfed : 
which to a common eye appear only barren 
trads of drearinefs : but the pidturefque eye 
finds often a great amufement in them * ; and 
if they are happily illumined, contemplates 
in them, fome of the fineft eiFeds of har- 
mony. At this time indeed, they were under 
the influence of a rough unpleafant day. 

About a- mile beyond Garftang, we had a 
very fine diftant view of a different kind — • 
different indeed from any thing we had feen 



• Se« Vol. I. page 132. 
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for many weeks ■ a flat, woody country, 
terminated by light, azure hills, which ap- 
peared 



finall, and undiftinguifhable. 
Like far-off mountains^ tnniing into clouds* 

They were fuch in faft. We here took a 
farewell view of the mountainous country, 
we had pafTed. The far^qff^ mountains became 
by degrees fmall and undijiinguijhabk i and 
foon turning into clouds^ difappeared. 



The general charadter of all this country, 
through which we now travelled, is that of 
flat, and woody. About Charnock the ground 
is varied, and the fcenery more beautifuj, 

In Lancafhire we frequently obferved a breccj 
of large cattle, which in the country is called 
the wag-born breeds from the manner, in 
which the horn bends under the eye. In other 
countries I have heard them called lough-horned % 
but throughout England, they are commonly 
known by the name of the Lancajhire breed 
of cattle. They are faid to be flefliy, and 
mpre proper for the fhambles, than the dairy : 

tho 
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tho in Lancafliire we were told, they arc 
eftecmcd the bcft milch-cows. Their twifted 
horns give them a peculiar, and pidurefquc 
caft of countenance. 



The countiy between Wigan, and War- 
rington ftill continues flat, and woody. The 
foil is a looie fand, infomuch that the poplar, 
and other quick growing trees, whofe roots 
creep about the furface, often receive a caft 
from the wind, which gives them a difagree- 
able appearance. An inclined tree may be 
pidurefque ; but to make it fo, it muft always 
be well-balanced. A tree, which inclines, 
when it is young, naturally forms a balance, 
as it grows; but when it takes an inclined 
direftion, after it is full grown, it immedi- 
ately appears to be in an unnatural ftate. 

The lanes in this country are pleafant; 
but the roads are rough. The foil produces 
no materials to make them : and the inhabi- 
tants are obliged to fetch ftones from the 
Welch coaft ; the freight and carriage of which 
raifes the expence of the roads, in many parts, to 
the enormous fum of one thoufand pounds a mile. 
' Here and there in pafling through the 
country, we have long flat diftancefe ; over 
N 3 which 
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wfaicli rife the high grounds of Derby(hire. 
A new houfe, built by Mr. Smith Barry, 
commands an extenfive woody flat of this kind 
towards Chefliire, bounded by Delamere-fbreft. 
But his brother's houfe ftands more pleafantly 
by the fide of Marbcrry-mere, which is a 
confiderable, and beautiful piece of water. 

By degrees the face of the country becomes 
more varied. We admire a woody dip at 
Wynchcomb-bridge ; and near it a common, 
pleafantly circled with clumps, and finglc 
trees. Mowcap hill, crowned with a fort 
of caftle-like form, which has a good efFeft, 
is feen far and wide, adorning as a back- 
ground all the fcenes in it's neighbourhood. 
It is a poor fubftitute for a Scotch mountain ; 
yet it is fufficient to remind us frequently, in 
our different views of it, of the great ufe of 
high grounds in landfcape. — As we approach 
Trentham, the country aflumes a ftill more 
varied appearance. 



Trentham is the feat of earl Gower, now 
marquifs of Stafford. When we were lafl: 
in this country, a wet day prevented our feeing 
more of it, than we could difcover from 

the 
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the road*. Wc had now the opportunity 
of a fine evening, and faw it^o better advan- 
ftge* The houfe ftands low; at the bottom 
of a woody hill> on the banks of the Trent : 
and tho there is nothihg very peculiarly ftrik- 
ing in the fituation; yet it confifts of con- 
iiderable variety in point of ground, wood, and 
water. Of all this Mr. Brown, who was called 
in to improve it, has made a mafterly ufej 
and has adapted with great judgement his im*- 
provements to the ground. The contrivance is 
m^ore varied, than the works of this artift com^ 
monly are; and the refult is, a fcene of great 
fi^nplicity, and beauty — I may add, of magni- 
jRcience alfo. The Trent is here a river of no 
great coiifequence ; but being checked in it's 
courfe by a head> it forms a large piece of 
water, which fweeps along the fide of the park, 
^here the ground from the wooded hill falls 
beautifully into it in all directions. A very 
elegant walk likewife is condudled, firft by 
the edge of the water; and then among the 
woods ; from many parts of which the houfe 
makes a niagnificent appearance beyond the 
kke, forming piiSurefque refledtions upon it's 
— ^^*-^— — ^— ~— ■ . ■ ^ . ..-—-■■ ^ ^ ^ -■ — - 

• Sec Obfervations, &c« V. I. p. 75, 
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Airface. The (hores of the water on the fide 
oppofite to the park, have little to recom- 
mend them at prefent. * They are flat, newly 
planted, and without any eflfeft: and the head, 
, or mole, has yet rather an awkward appear- 
ance; running a confiderable way like a hedge. 
Whether a lake, or a river, is aimed at, the 
extremities fhould be provided for ; and if the 
artificial fquatenefs of the mole, which' forms 
the lake, cannot be hid, or diiguifed; the 
idea of a Jake fhould be dropped, and that of 
a river adopted, Pliny's rale, tho given on 
a different occafion, cannot be too fcrupuloufly 
"obferved. Ambire debet fe extfemitas y d Jic 
defnere, ut promittat alia poft fe^ ofiendatqui 
qua cccultat. '^BmI as a dozen years have now 
elapfed, fince thefe obfervitions v/ctq made; 
many improvements may have takeh place; 
and the whole line of the lake may be ' altered. 
Upon the whole however we feldom fee a 
piece of artificial ground, v^hich from it's 
variety, and management, is more capable of 
gaining the attention.— —A very fine ap- 
proach to the park, on the fide next Stone, 
is now forming. The line is good in which 
it is marked out round a hilL Handfome 
gates are already ereded* 

From 
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' From Trcntham to Stone, the road is plea- 
iant, winding among hills;, but as we enter 
more into StafFordfliire, the country lofes it's 
beauty. • 



' '£nville, the feat of the earl of Stamford, 
ftands low; but moft of the grounds, which 
belong to it are high : and thefc high groundi 
are the nooft beautiful appendages of the place« 
They arc fimple fheep-walks, and confifl 
of large lawns, and plantations intermixed; 
but are more varied, more natural, and more 
pleafing, dian the neighbouring lawns of the 
celebrated Hagley. They pretend to no de- 
coration; but that of nature: and when nature, 
at any time condefcends with her own hand 
to decorate a fcene, removing what is ofien- 
iive, and bringing before the eye fuch objedts 
only as pleafe, (whether of the fublime, or, 
as here,, of the paftoral kind) it is furely 
paying her no very high compliment, to lay, 
ihe exceeds the utmoft attempts of art. In 
theie. grounds if any art hath been ufed, it 
jiath been ufed with great judgement. To 

this 
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this pleafing foreground is added a diAatice^ 
proportioned to it in extent^ and equal to it 
]9 beauty. We ovecfeok an extenfiye view 
on both iides. On one towards th^ Cient| 
^nd Maivem-^hiU&i ^nd on dfe oth^r as far 
as the Wrekio« I cannot defcribe this diff 
tance better, than in the words of Thomfon, 
who fpent much of his time in this country, 
and feems to hayp f;olleStcd all thf ingredients 
()f this landfcapp from fome hill in the neig|i^ 
bourhood* 

Mean time yott gain the beight, ircm wliofe Mr brow^ 
Tl^e barfting proTped i^eadf imnuaife firoijpd : 
And fnatch'd o'er hill and date> and wood a^d Uwnj> 
And verdant field, and darkening heath between. 
And villages imbofomed Ceft in ^rees> ^ 

A^d fpiry tjowns by 4tt|cy jcq|iuQ09 midp^ / 
f)£ rifing fmQak, ypvg- eye excvudiyt toajf^^ 

Weftf^ed'a long time among thefe beautiful 
lawns, before we defeended to the lower 
grounds. One view^ in our defcent, parti- 
cularly pleafed us. It is a valiey, ikreened on 
each fide with wood ; and bounded by diftant 
country, and mountains. The lower grounds 
near the houfe, ace more decorated by art, 
as they certairfy ought to be: but it was 
tinfortunatc, that we had not ieen th.em^ 

before 
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before wb faw the iheep-^walk^. From fucli 
an exhibition it required fome time to bring 
the eyre inhamour with the moft pleafing 
artificial (bene. ' . 



From Enville the country grows unpleafant. 
On the left we have good views about the hun- 
dred and fixth ftone. Perfhore-church, as you 
approach; and the diftances beyond it, make 
a good picture. — The celebrated vale of Evef- 
ham poflefles little that is pidturefque. It 
is a mere extended fcene of cultivation* Vales 
of this kind have no place in landfcape, but 
the diftance. The^ afford no circumftances 
on the ipot.* Near the clofe of the vale, a 
little to the right of Broadway-hill, the fkreen 
of the vale is woody and more beautiful* 
The view as we defcen'd Porten-hill is very 
amufing. It lies chiefly within th? compafe 
of a fecond diftance.: — Soon after we deviated 
a few miles to fee Biilftrode. 

Bulilrode, belongs to the duchef$ dowager 
of Portiaad*. Tljp park is a pkafanf, rather 

• Now to the duke of Portland. 

than 
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than a ftrlking icene. It cbnfifts of, a great 
variety of rifing and falling grounds^ without 
Wato* indeed; but in many parts well-planted^ 
and every where fimple, and unforced^ 

On a height, in one part of it, is a cir- 
cular flat, about half a mile in circumference, 
which has evidently been a camp ; but whe- 
ther of Britifh, Danifh, or Roman flruflure, 
is not eafily known. You plainly trace a 
mound, and a double ditch. The fcene itfelf^ 
furroundcd by wood, is pleafing. 

The houfe formerly belonged to the cele- 
brated Judge JefFcreys, but is now greatly 
altered and improved. It ftands on a gentle 
irife, which Hopes into a femicircular valley, 
compofed of park-fcenery. The approach, 
which was formerly regular, winds now, in 
an eaiy line, along a vatley. Behind the houfe 
runs the garden ; where plants, and flowers 
of every kind, find their proper foil and fhel- 
ter. One large portion is called the American 
grove; confiding of the plants of that con- 
tinent. Here too the duchefs has her mena- 
gery. She is fond of animals ; and among 
many that are curious, incourages die very 
fquirrds and hares to enjoy a ilate. of perfed: 

tran- 
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tranquillity. The fquirrel cracks: his nut at 
your elbow; and looks at^you without dif- 
may : while the hare, at her pleafafe, takes 
her morning and evening gambols about the 
parky which fhe confider« as her own domain. 
When the bell rings for dinner, a fervant 
carries out a bafket of corn, which he lays 
in little heaps upon the lawn, before the 
dining-room windows. The hares know both 
the fignal, and the intention of their bene- 
fadrefs ; and affembling from all parts, bring 
their little families with them, and enjoy their 
meal in great cpmfort. 

The houfe contains fome good piflures. 
One particularly, by Rubens, in which he has 
given feveral different attitudes of himfelf, and 
his three wives, is much admired. There 
are alfo two or three well-painted heads. 
Two lions purfuing a fawn, by Rubens, are 
thought capital. The lions are good ; but 
unnaturally introduced. They are quarrelling 
about a fawn, before they have taken it. The 
truth is, the fawn does not belong to the 
lions. We haye them in other pictures with- 
out it. Lord Warwick, I believe, has the 
lions without the fawn. 

The 
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Tht hdl ik hnng with a large doIkdlioQ 
of huntings by Snydcrs. In the bear and 
bttll«3baiting arp fome . excellent dogs ^ but in 
general theiie pidurea are only hafiy compo- 
fitions. 

Among the works of art at Bulftrod^ which 
abounds <^hie&y with the curiofities of nature^ 
we were fitvouned with a fight of one by Mrs. 
Delany, which we greatly admired. Mrs. 
Delany, is widow of the late Dr. Ddlany^ 
dean of Down, one of the intimate, friends 
of dean Swift.; She is now fevcnty-fix years 
of age, and enjoys her faculties in fixch vigour, 
that you find, not the IpJk ^ultering in any 
of themt , T^p work of hers, which I alluck 
to, is an. herbal^ in which ihe has executed 
a great niunber of plants, and flowers, both 
nativjK, ;and exotics, not only with exa6l de- 
lineation, and almoft in their full luftre of 
cok)ur, but in great tafte. And what is the 
moft extraordinary, her only materials are bits 
of paper of different colours. In the procefs 
of her work, ihe pulls the flower in pieces, 
examines anatomically the ftrudbure of it's 
leaves, flems, and buds; and having cut her 
papers to the fhape of the feveral parts, fhe 
puts them together; giving them a richnefs, 

and 
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and confiftencc by laying one piece over ano- 
ther 5 and often a tranfparent piece over part 
of a ftiade, which fbftens it. Vdry rately 
Ihe gives any colour with a brulh. She paftes 
them, as fhe works, " upon a black ground, 
which at firft 1 thought rather injured them; 
as a middle tint would have given more 
ftrength to the (hades ; but 1 doubt whether it 
would have aii'fwefed in efFedl. Thefe flowers 
have both the beauty of painting, and thfc 
cxadtnefs of botany: and the Veork, I have 
no doubt, into whatever hands its may here- 
after fall, will long be considered as a great 
curiofity*. 



From Bulftrode we took the Uxbridge road. 
At Hillingdon, oppofite to the church, (lands 
ja very noble cedar of Lebanon; indeed almoO: 
the only truly pidurefque tree of the kind, 
I ever met with. 



V /t 



• Mrs. Delany died in the beginning of the year 17^^, 
She contmuecl her work, till wldiin two, or thrte yeara m£ 
her death; and compleated nine vblumes i& folaO; each V0» 
Itune containing one hundred plants. 

Soon 
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Soon after we entered Houndow-hcath, and 
called at Witton, which belonged formerly 
to the duke df Argyle. The duke was the 
greateft connoifleur in trees of any man in 
England; and naturalized great numbers. He 
piqued himfelf on having his trees in the 
greateft per&dtion. If a tree did not imfm^ 
diately thrive, he never waited for it's growth, 
but put in another* In. the houfe and gar- 
deas, there is littk .beiide$j thgt is remark-^ 
able. , . 



From Witton we proceeded through Twic- 
kenham 5 where the garden ^f Pope is ftill 
ihewn, in the ftate in which he left it. It 
is furprizing to fee fuch an eiFort of real tafte, 
at a time, when the country was barbarous 
in all it's ideas of gardening. He is iaid 
to have been aflifted by Kent 5 but I think 
It not at all a determined point, whether he 
did. not give Kent more affiftance^than he 
received. Pope certainly aflumed to himfelf 
tiie nrerit of forming this piece of ground ; 
and ufed often to fay, with perhaps fome 
: ^ little 
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llttjc d^ree of ^ffe<aation, that of all hi§ 
works, he valued hijnfelf moft pn his garden^ 
——What Sir William Stanhppe added af- 
lerwards, thp he had ^he ideas gf a more: 
improved day to gpide him,, is very inferior. 



As we leave Twickenhaqi, the Thames 
opens beautifully, and forms a fine reach. 
But potwithftanding it's beauty, and even 
grandeur — the richnefs of it's banks — and the 
gorgeous villas, that crown thepi, it ftill 
falls fhort, in a pidturefque light, of a Scotch 
river, with all it's rough accompaniments, 
pouring over rocks, and forming a thoufand 
little foaming eddies. The eye, fo long in 
the habit of admiring the wild fcenes of na- 
ture, cannot eafily forget thpfe inchanting 
images. Every kindred obje(3: raifes a recol- 
leftion of the paft; and every recoUedion, a 
comparifon, in which the tame, tho inriched 
fcenes of art are fure to fuiFer. 



To enumerate only irt a catalogue, /the fe- 
veral fplendid villas, that adorn even this part 
of the Thames, would be tedious- What 
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is chiefly the objc<ft of a ftranger's notice is 
Mr. Walpolc's houfe at Strawbeny-hill, He 
has rebuilt it (for it was before an old man- 
fion) in the Gothic ^k, as the moft proper 
receptacle for the many curious, and rich 
remains of antiquity, with which it is adorned. 
But through the inability of his architcds, 
particularly of Langley (who, tho efteemed 
capital in his day, knew nothing of the art 
of conftrufting modern Gothic) his ideas were 
jiever properly executed. Mr. Walpole often 
complained they were rather Moorifh, than 
Gothic: however, as he could not, at that 
day, procure better affiftance, he was obliged 
to acquiefce in what he could not amend. 
He was always however among the firft to 
depreciate his own architefture. 

With regard to the infide of his houfe, he 
farly faw that infipid tafte prevailing, which 
is now fp general, of adorning walls, and 
pelings, with Ught, faint, gaudy colours; 
^nd endeavoured to introduce a tone of har- 
mony into his apartments ; and to relieve the 
furpJturQ by 2fl opppfition of colour in the 
. rpoms, where it was placed. He always how- 
i?ver lanipntedj^ that he fell (hort of his own 
j^gfigns : but ftill he raifed the admiration 

of 
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o£ others, who had a lefs accurate tafte than 
he had himfelf ; and were pleafed with fome- 
thing, which they could not account for. 

The garden contains about ten acres. It 
confifls of a lawn, and open grove ; and is 
confidered only as a foreground to a beau- 
tiful bend of the Thames, and the landfcape 
beyond it, which difplays fome of the rich 
diftances in that neighbourhood— very unlike 
indeed the grand, and fimplc views, we had 
feen in the highlands of Scodand; but more 
ftffimilated to the charadler of a fouthern coun-* 
ty. A Scotch landfcape beyond the rich 
views of the Thames, would be as abfurd 
in a picture, ^s it would be unnatural in 
a real view. 

In an, angle of the garden ftands a Gothic 
chapel, containing a lofty, rich fhrine of 
ancient Mofaic, which is exceedingly curious. 

But tho the houfe is richly adorned virith 
remains of antiquity, which ^refent them- 
felves in every apartment; ^yet they are a 
fmall part of thofe rarer productions of art — 
drawings — medals — enamels — ^and miniatures, 
which are contained in cabinets. In the 
three laft articles efpecially, moft of which 

confift 
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confifl t>f i^e portraits of eminent q^en^ | 
fuppofe few private colle<Jlions are cither ib 
copious^ or (o curious* 

From Twickenham, we crofled the Thames 
at Kingftoq, and proceeded into Surr^« 
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WITH rcgard^ to the prints, whic^ adorn 
thcfe volumes, I can only iky, what 
1 haivc faid of thofe in other publications of 
the fame kind ; that few of them pretend to be 
exaS portraits. They in general onfy charac^ 
ieri'ze the countries, through which the reader 
is carried. They were flightly taken in the 
courfe of a hafty journey ) and at beft meant 
only to preferve the great lines of the country : 
and even this, I fear not always accurately* 
I have heretofore made confeffion to the public, 
that when I have feen a line out of place, I 
have a great propenfity to corredl it by one 
' that is more pifhirefque. 

I would not however wifli thefe drawings 
to be coniidered merely as the eifuiions of 
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hncy. In iboie yicwSi in which the features 
are ftrong, and prominent^ as in the approach 
to Edinburgh, to Sterling, and to Dunbarton, 
I hope, the ciuira3ir^ihe^place is tolcrzbly con- 
veyed ; in others, which offer nothing ftriking, 
the charaSfer of the country only is attempted. 

But indeed, on fo fmall a fcale, it wottld 
be impofliblc to give an adequate idea of a 
grand fcene. However exadt the portrait might 
be, yet under fuch paltry dimenfions, the eye 
would revolt againft the idea of grandeur. 
Were it painted indeed with exa<ftnefs on a 
pane of glafs in a window, and the eye brought 
to it, under the deception of it's being a red 
view; th^ imagination might aggrandize it; 
But I am clearly of opinion, that without 
deception, a few inches of paper can never 
give any thing like an adequate idea of gran- 
deur. 

And here I am glad of an opportunity of 
mentipning a iet of Scotch views, .which will 
foon be publifhedj. and wilj intircly fupcr- 
fedc any portraits, which at beft I could 
have given. They are on the large fcalc 
of twenty-five inches by eighteen^ Vithich i$ 
both a good fize, and a good proportion. And 
tho prints evea of this magnitude are nothing, 

whca 
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when c6mpftred ,to the grand fcene« of nature; 
yet as. th^ arc larger than prints of landscape 
commonly are, the eyevgive^ them fon^a cre- 
dit for the dimenfions they reprefent. Thefe 
views were drawn,, (gnd, I believe,, will be 
ctch<;d,) by Mr, Jqfeph. Farington. . . 

I am not in the J^aft . acquainted With- that 
artift : but as I have admired, feyieral of his 
sprints from the • drawings, he made , on the 
lakes of Cumberland, and Weftmoi^eland 5 I 
cannpt forego tbs pleafure of mentioning thefe 
Scotch views, whic?h J doubt not will , be in 
the fame ftile of excellence. Mr, Farington's 
fcheme is very extenfive, comprehending fe- 
veral parts of Scotland : but the views he 
now offers to the public, are taken from the 
fcenery about Edinburgh, Sterling, and the 
banks of the Forth ; which are, fo far, in the 
dire<3; rout defcribed in thefe pages ; and I 
.ferve myfqlf in mentibning theni. They q,re an 
appendix to 'my work. Xhc^e views, I linder- 
ftand alfo by the propofals, will ftiU b^ ren- 
dered more valuable by explanatory defcriptions 
of each by Mr. Knox of the antiquarian fociety 
at Edinburgh. 

B«t ^o.-in comparifoja with fuch. grand 
views, as I take it for granted thefe will be, 
ys ^ a 2 I fpeak 
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0[ (ptsk ce>ntemptibl^ <^t finy ^OIM} diinmutinie 
dramngs ; yet I liope I may -c^r i^cm to ihc 
pubKc 4iiri& ibmie lUtfe jeon^Bofiee, *^ fi&ures 
^t lead -a^ lar as they gcs dio not as exaA 
^rinnts. Of the free^. and degant manner^ 
in which th^ ^tfe executed by Mr. Alkin 
•in aquatintii, who compleated the wfaoie work 
4iknielf^9 I can (fesSL with great aiTamnce. 
He has. gfiven «e Qitich &tis&£tion ; dnd I 
9iope he will givie e(pial fatisfadHon to the 
public; The elegance of his worknianfliip 
makes up for the defeats of the drawings. 



vol: i; 



A copy of the ihilling, which kipg Charles 
the firft in his neceijity ordered to be fl:amped 
at the fie^ of NewarVvp^gP i6* . 



7,. 



A rdcniblarice df the - piaurcfijue -brid|;c 
at Hawick. 49. - - * ' ' ' ' 

3. A 
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A pcrfpcdtivc view of the mountains at Fcrney. 
I eaiinbt Rbwevct %; tfiat in this print 
my ^dba h well conveyed. A vety fmall 
touch, 4n £o diminutive a print, injures the 
form of a mountain ; and thefe have loft fome- 
what of their pidturefque form. Mr, Alkin 
wdu]4 thav4 ltltered^ them ^ but it is fo nice a 
inattfic ta tiiake iiltctatiQns, in: aquatinta,. that 
he vrzu afraid of doing more hurt Akn. good. 

5^- 



. Approach to Bdifkburglr. I dor notr think 
the appearance of Arthur's ftat, and the^lxiokk 
about Edinburgh, Vhich prefent, at a diftance, 
the appearance of a cap of maintenance, is 
overcharged in this print. 59. 



A corner of the rock, on which Edin- 
hu^lH^^l^ ftwds^ wttb die bridge- over the 
nof^ loehi 63* 

a 3 6. A 
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6. 



A plan of the fituation of Hopeton houfcj 
but by no jDQans taken wit|i cxa^cft. p^ 69. 



Th© frith of Forth from the lawn before 
Hopetdn^houfe ; where it takes the form of 
a lake. 69; 

8. 

Blacknefs-caflle j in which fomething of the 
indiftind: lappe^nce, n^hich it^ iriade^r after 
funfct, is aimed* at, 73 w 

r 

) 

9- , 

Approach to the caftle of Sterling. 8i« 



Loch-leven. The general idea of the icene 
only is aimed at. The form of the caftk is 

n#t 
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mot cxaft; and the mountain beyond It, is 
not ^ lb broken as it is here reprefehted: but 
in- endeavouring too accurately to correft every 
little impropriety in" |)lates of this kind, I 
found there was great danger of lofing the 
fpirit of the whole. 89. 



1 1 • 



View of Rumbling-brig. A general idea 
©f the fcene only is giy?^ ; but a detail of thofc 
pidlurefquc roughnefles and irregularities with 
•which it is marked, i« jiot attempted; 125,^ 



A fand-bank, &c, on the Tummel, 131 . ; 

13;; 14. 

Two prints to ilhifti!:^ a mode of fixing the 
hues of nature. The three original colours, 
yellow, blue, and red ;may be varied infinitely. 
Two of them in diAerent proportions will 
produce endlefs variety. But wheii the three 
*rc mixed, it exceeds all conception what 

a 4 ^ different 
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different colours may be producodt A fcale 
however of this kind, would be more compleat 
by the addition of the beft browns, rods, 6cc. i 
which cannot be obtained in fuch perfedion from 
a mixture of the three original colours. The 
feyeral fquares of colours in the different leaves 
of fuch a book as this» might be clafled under 
the heads of Browns— greens^'-^rpks^ &c. 
which would make them more eafily referred to« 

133- . 

The pais of Killicranky. 135. 

The vale of Tay. I5i. 



17. 






: The ibiin of liOch-^tay. 


153. ■••;;.- 




18. 


' • 




A view of Loch-tjqr from ilhc church. 


>53', 


'.'.'■ 
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19. 

A view of Locfa-tay -from MaxweH's tem- 
ple. 161. 

so; 
View of a caftle oft b&e Dbphart* 17^ 

■'■■;•' -• ' '2i:- '■' ' ■ ■" '-■ 
Kilchum-caftle. 177. 

22. 
Situation of Inverary-caftle. 181. 

23- 
View of Inycraiy-caftl^. ifl4. 

Viev#i<jf !Loch-.^Ber-74hp bridga.,ojy«rthe 
Ans^rS^f ^W!i(t:D<»mqua^* 185.: . , 

VOL. II. 
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C^T,LE , upon LtK^rFyn. -The lidge 
Hoping towards the eye probably would 
not appear in {brat lights, as it appeared to 
BS. 3. 

26. 
View on lake Loung. 13. 

27. 

r- r 

View up the narrow, northern extremity 
of Loch-LomoncL ig, -,..%. : j vr.. 

-Plan of Loch-Lomorid ; exhibitih^'' merely 
a general idea of the fituation of the federal 
parts of it. 23. 

29. Plan 
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Plan of the fame kind, exhibiting the fifua- 
tion of the country about Dunbarton. 43. 

• ". . ^- • ' I . :...•_' 

Two views of DuAbffiPtoii-caftie-*^Ae firft 
at a-^diftancer-^the ^fecond on a* Aeafjor ap* 
proach. 45. ^ • • \ 

32- 

View of Dunglas^caftlc '55. i 

» 

View.ofC^eenfbeny-diouie. 79. i 

-34- 
Viewof Entrekin* .95. :; - i ** 

35- ^' [] "? ^ 

A partof Lincluden abbey. 97. 

36, View 
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Viewr.pf. the bleak Caorts on. the Splway 

frith. lof. ... 

.. ; ..••• •; •..•■■ ■ ■■: . •.-.. - . 

37- 

Gretna-green. lli^cliittch, which is rarely, 
I heUcffe^if ever;* V^Jl: ^ eel$^rati«»t of 
aaxvtiiffXtL doe9^ noirft^ ibhighas it.is heif 
repre^ted. 107. 

View from the Rsy* S35J.. \; I : :; .v. 



3«- 

The head o^a \aiaaAsa»'«am'^^^^v, 



\»ra- »r 



4^. 

An illuilration of .a tr«^ 8lteifilBi^v|^^ 
an inclined twift by the wind in it's age 5 and 
oi one that has recovered from fuch a twift 
by growth. i8i* 

.• • . ■ •• ■ : \rj,. \ -.; / 

fUD OP "^HB Accoinrr of thi prints. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



T R A N S L A T ION S 
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LATIN PASSAGES. 



Page 10. X HOSE habits, which cvciy man 
had when alive, continue with him 
after death. 

— 36. He was a prince remarkable for cveiy 

virtue; but above ail for clemencj. 

— 38. A pricked line. 

•— 59. Except in the neighbourhfK>d of a 
town, the countiy is defolate and barren. 

«»- 98W Hie iqy Eriie weops over vaft heaps 

of iteiri. 

•M9* 103. The Britons, m iroops, cgnfij^ii^ of 
mfist and womeOt iflcid ^veiy where with 

lamentable 
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fiimentabt^ ^ridb; dragging as;^ay the 
wounded; and calling on thofe^ who 
had efcaped. Their houfes were dc- 
ferted; and by themfelves often fet on 
fire. Hiding-places were fought out; 
and inunediately forfakcn.... P|;ans of 
^ defence were debated ; and hope for a 
moment entertained. Then perhaps the 
fight pf their, wives and children would 
drive them to defpair. Rage and frantic 
wildnefs would fucceedr and it was 
affirmed that many of them put their 
£imilies to the fword, declaring they did 
it in mere pity. ^ " : 

Page 1 06. If the language of a dramatic cha- 
rader varies from his firifatl'on in life, 
. the. abfurdity will be received with 
, contempt* 

Either make thp cjiarafter jigreeable to 
hiftoiy; or make the ficTtion confiftent 



Let the dramatic writer ftudy well the 
:r manners jof 'real life; audi dhwv his 

charaders -from thence. ' •. 

-fc— ;rTo. A'-noblc^ala<^e^ fupportcd Iby a ♦ hwi- 
::■:: c::::dr6d cofoiiinsi^ a«d flcrconod by vene- 
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ntble woods^ which have fpen many 
generations. ) 

•' . . . . t '. ' ' I '♦ • ••" t 

Page no. Here the kings, of the country received 
their , crown?, and fgeptrcs. 

— 1 1 1*. If there is truth in fate, the Scotch 

will always hold the reins of empirCp 
where this ftone is found. 

— 159. Which overlooks a diftant country. 

— 200. In the wars of barbarians, rage, and 

vidory leave no kind of, cruelty unprac- 
tifed. 



V O L. II. 

— 21. XjLND cloathsthem with purple light. 

30. Sometimes joining together, they orm a 

continent: fometimes under the imprefl 

. lion of uncertain gulis they, divide, and 

^ are driven about in various diredtions. 

. ^ Then again, a calm coming on, they float 

J r^^ upon the furface of the lake in feparatc 

bodies : 
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tKxfies : and often their connexion is (o 
whimfical^ great* and fmall adhering, that 
that they appear* at a diflance* like veffels 
at anchor with their boats. Then the 
gale perhaps riftng, they all fet off to- 
gether, as if failing for a wager; all 
making to the fame point. 

— 45. The foaming wave dafhes the rock* while 

the quivering fea-wecd is lafhed firom fide 
to fide, 

-^ 47. This rock is of fo hard a texture* that the 
kecneft inftrument can fcarce touch it: 
and if by any violence* or accident* a 
piece is broken off* it emits a ftrong fmell, 
like fulphur. 

— 50. In the midft of an . cxf enlive plain, near 

the river Molucha* flood an immenfc 
rock* fortified with a confidcrable caftle. 
One only pafs led to it ; apdr that exceed- 
ingly narrow. On each other fide* it was 
fteep* as if hewn by art. 

— ^p, Whcr^ the Levcn falls into the Clyde, on 
' ^ a plain* extending about a mile to the 

neighbouring mountains* rifes a rock with 

• two.fummits: "between which an afcent 

by ftcps has bfccn hewn in the folid rock 

with 
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with infinite labour; but fd nftrrow, that 
one perfon only can afcend at once. 

— 50* Onthefummit of a hill ftood a fortrefs, 
fo advantageoufly feated, that it defied 
any mode of attack, but a blockade. At 
the bottom it was defended by two rivers ; 
and the jdain it ftood on^ extended about 
three miles. 

mm, 65* HOTrid forms appear* 

— - 89. They 'ff'ere perfedtty white, with rough 
manes, like lions : in other refpcds they 
were like common cattle. 

•— S9. In the Caledonian foreft are produced a 
fpecies of white cattle with manes like 
lions ; of a nature fo fierce, that it is im- 
pofiible to tame them. But as their flefti 
is efteemed very palatable, the breed is 
faid to be almoll extind. 

— . 113. In it's natural fl:ate, untotachcd by the 
rake, uninjured by the plough. 

«— 115. What you call a defert, and inhofpitabic 
traA, has abundant charms for himj who 
thinks with me. 

YQtt IK * b — 123. 
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V- 123, A piny mountain-top* 

— 131. The foaming rivers rulh down the moun-. 
tain fide^ with impetuous courfe. 

•^ 139. A jKiorq hardy race of men, who are a 
kind of forefters, inhabit the northern, 
and highland parts of the country. They 
are cloathed in a veft; over which they 
fling a mantle; and wear no covering on 
their legs, as fiu* as the knee. They am 
armed with a bow, and arrows ; a fword 
exceedingly brc^ul; and a dagger^ which 
cuts on one fide only, 

mm 184. The extremities ought to wind in fiich a 
manner, as to promife fomething ftill 
beyond them; and to lead the imagina* 
QontQ inveftigate parts unieen* 



ERRATA, 
y O L^ I. 

Page. 
17. Dele^ ofnjohicb tbi nvb9h nation baib defirvtdfy* 
36. For then, read than. 
57. for tie final laws, restd fin^llfpwt. 



•4j.Fflr 
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Page. 

45. Voi moranders, xtTA marauders. 
loi. For eminence tkeir, Ttzii emnence in their, 
107* "For that t(njun.\and, read that town ^ and^ 
131. For it/elf beneath, read itfiif behind. 
14?. For Jeat plea/ure, xt^A/eatofpleafwre, 
1 C2. For 'V alley y read 'vale. 
188. At the end of the page« make a paragraph after t^on tit 

hitter. 
Ipt. FoT good office, xt2A good offices. 
194. For even Up, the, read iven left the* 
101. Fox confderacy, rt2A confederacy » 
9^7 • Fox fwhenfver^ rc^ 'wherever» 



VOL. IL 

5. For he hi iadjnfi, rmHitadjtifi^ 
II. For vale, read v^/Ipp. 
45. For comty 9 xtsA ctmstify, 
101. In the notej for finte hem. mabetiMcatid, rtsdfnci authe»r 

tietued. 
115. For foil and cUmatiJtityf xt^foil and climate are thought t$ 

deny* 
136. For thifi however, rtBd them. « 

155. For nobU appearance, retA proper appetNrance, 
id I. For which forms, read nvhieh form. 
l66. tor thefe artificial woods, resA an artificial wood* 

Among the Errata of thefe voliimes I think it proper to correft 
an error of more confeqnence in a fimilar work> which I have 
no other means of correding. In the preface to fome pidurefque 
obfervations I lately publiihed on the Lakes and Mountains of 
Cumberland, and Wefhnoreland, I aflert (p. 16) that Gothic ar- 
chiteSure is no where found, hut in England i except in fuch parts of 
France, as wen in poffeffion of the Englijh. 

I have 
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I have fince /oond this to bt a miftak^ I had fuppofed indeed> 
that all the old buildbgs on the Continent^ were of a kind of 
anoroalons architednre, very different from what we denominate 
Gothic in England* But a friend, who had contributed to lead 
me into the miftake* has fince led me out of it. He is a good 
judge of Saxon, and Gothic architeftore in their various combi- 
nations ; and informs me in a letter from Germany, that the 
great church at Cologne^ which he had examined on the ipot> is 
very much in the (lyle of York-minfier ; tho upon a more ample 
plan. The cathedral too at Ulm is pure Gothic; tho the ori- 
ginal plan neither there, nor at Cologne is compleated* The 
great chruch at Auxerre in Burgundy he thought at leaft equal 
in elegance to any Gothic building he had any where fees ; tho 
it wants the grandeur of the lengthened ifle. Even the cathe- 
dral of Milan he found icue Go^« In Ihort, he traced that 
itile of architedure not oidy in the cathedrals, but in the parifh- 
churches, through France, Germany, and Italy, as far as 
Naples.-*The biftwy of Gothic trtiKteAore appears to me there- 
fore to be very little known. We cair trace Grecian and Roman 
architedure, howewer fcattered through Burope, to one conuBbn 
oiigiA s but where fltaB- we feefc the origin* of Saxon, tsA 
Gothic ? 
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Since the Itft fheet of this work was printed^ I hare 
received fome circumftances with regard to the 
affair of Paul Jones (mentioned in the 105th 
page of the fecond volame) which I am de-^ 
fired to add. 



Soon after the ihips left the bay, Jones informed Lord Selkirk 
t>y a letter, thai he avowed indeed the intention of carrying his 
lordihip off; but with a defign merely to get a cartel eftablifhed, 
through the nieans of fuch a prifoner. As to taking the plate, he 
faid, he totally difavowed it: his crew forced him to it; being 
determined to have a little plunder, for the rifk they had run both 
in Kircudbright-bay ; and in attempting, the night before, to burn 
the. ihipping at Whitehaven.-— To this apology Jones added a 
promife to reftore the plate; which, on the peace, feven years 
after the depredation^ was punAually performed. It.was put into 
the hands of Lord Selkirk's banker in London; and not the leail 
article was miffing.— This reftitution has the appearance of gene- 
rofity : bat I think it probable, that Jones might feel for his pro* 
feifional chara^er, which he found would fuffer under Uie infamy 
of fuch a pilfering tranfadtion. 
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